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EXPLANATORY NOTE 


In using this volume it will be helpful to observe 
the following arrangement: 

Alphabetical order is followed in the text. 

When two deities are identified, the less fa¬ 
miliar is referred to the better known name. 
For example, in the case of Greek and Roman 
deities whose story is the same, it is told under 

the Greek name and the Roman is referred to 
it 

In the index, since many gods belong to more 
than one country, the countries of the same 
general divisions of race have been grouped. 
Thus under Mongolian as an index title are 
found Chinese, Japanese and Burmese deities. 
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A 


AA or AYA. Consort of the Babylonian sun god 
Ninib. Her cult seems to have been one of great 
antiquity. Aa was supposed to receive the sun 
upon his setting. (See gula) 


AAH. An Egyptian ibis-headed moon god, con¬ 
nected with Thoth. Sometimes .-\ah was repre¬ 
sented as a man with the head stjrmountcd by llio 
crescent and the disc, which were his symbols. 


AALU or AARU. The Eg>ptian Elysium, the king¬ 
dom “flooded with the light and pools of peace” 
of the blessed followers of Osiris. “The Fields 
of Aalu” were tilled to provide the dead with 
tood. m so far as their wants were not met by 

offerings and by magic formulas made and spoken 
tor them on earth. 


mythology, supposed to 
ease the body at death and proceed to the (uture 

'Orld, where .t gave evidence for or against its 
former possessor. “bdiiist its 

^ nth J’"' Hebrew name for Apollyon. The 

Hebrew word abad means "to be lost.” 

“In all her ^afes. Abaddon rue* 

Thy bold atlcmpi/' 

The god 

ride throuJh fh 

i also cu-H = 

also cured diseases and ga%-c oracles. 
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ABDIEL. “The servant of God/’ an angel mentioned 
by the Jewish kabalists. Milton represented him 
as the faithful seraph who withstood Satan when 
he urged the angels to revolt. 

^‘The seraph Ab<licl, faithful found 
Amons the faithless, faithful only be." 

ABELIOS. The Cretan name for Apollo, and asso* 
ciated with AbelHo. 

ABELLIO. The name of a divinity found on in* 
scriptions discovered at Comminges in France, and 
considered to be the same as Apollo, who, in 
Crete and elsewhere was called Abelios. Tcrtullian 
mentions the same deity as Bclis or Bclenus, Also 
the Spartan Bela, which appears in the Syriac and 
Chaldaic as Belus or Baal, is supposed to be the 
same as Abellio. 

ABEONA. The Roman goddess of departing. 

ABOG. A god of the hunt, of the Bagobos, a 
Malayan tribe of the island of Mindanao. Offer* 
ings of arrows arc made to Abog. 

ABRACADABRA. The once supreme deity of the 
Assyrians. The word Abracadabra was used as a 
powerful charm against certain diseases. It was 
written on parchment and suspended around the 
neck by a linen thread. 

ABRAXAS or ABRACAX. In Persian mythology, 
Abraxas denoted the supreme being. Stones with 
the word Abraxas engraved on them were used as 
talismans. 

ABUNDANTIA, The Roman goddess of abundance 
and plenty. 
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ACHELOUS. A Greek river god. son of Oceanus 
and Tethys, and father of the Sirens by Melpomene. 
He assumed the form of a bull and fought with 
Hercules, who vanquished him and lore off one of 
his horns. The Naiads took it, consecrated it. filled 
it with fragrant flowers, and presented it to Abun- 
dar.tia, the goddess of plenty. Plenty adopted the 
horn and made it her own. and called it cornucopia. 


ACHERON. A son of Helios and Gsa, in Greek 
mythology. Acheron was precipitated into the in¬ 
fernal regions and there changed into a river, for 
having supplied the Titans with water during the 
war they waged with Zeus. Hence its waters were 

muddy and bitter, and it was called the River of 
Woe. 

“They pass the bitter waves of Acheron 
Where many souls sit wailing woefully.” 


ACHILLES. The son of Pcleus and Thetis, took 
pan ,n the Trojan war. In his wrath at being de¬ 
prived of Bnseis by Agamemnon, he withdrew 
from the war but later returned to it to avenge the 
death of his friend Patroclus. and slew Hector. By 
ippmg Achilles in the Styx, his mother Thetis had 

The which 

she held him. Here he was finally fatally wounded 
by an arrow shot by Paris. «unaea 


ACHOR. The god of flics, worshipped by the Cvre- 
tin?t' * annoyed by these 
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ACIS. A Sicilian shepherd, son of Faunus and the 
nymph Simacthis. He gained the affections of 
Galatea, but was killed by his rival, the Cyclops 
Polyphemus. 

ACR.£A. The daughter of the Greek river god 
Astcrion, who together with her sisters Euboea and 
Prosymna acted as nurse to Hera. A hill, Acraea, 
opposite the temple of Hera near Mycense, derived 
its name from her. 

ACRISIUS. A king of Argos who imprisoned his 
daughter Danae in a brazen tower because of an 
oracle which had said that her son would slay him. 
In a shower of gold Zeus visited her and she became 
the mother of Perseus who later killed Acrisius. 

ACTION. A Grecian huntsman who surprised 
Diana as she was bathing. The angry goddess 
changed him into a stag, and he was torn to pieces 
by his own hounds. 

ADAD or HADAD. The Babylonian deity of wind 
and storm. He often occupied the third place in the 
second divine triad, namely. Sin, Shamash and Adad, 
instead of the usual Sin, Shamash and Ishtar. He 
was also known as Ramman, **the thundcrcr.’* His 
symbol was the thunderbolt, hissacred animal theox. 

ADAPA. The personiheation of the triumph of the 
spring sun over storm deities. Adapa was iden* 
tified by later Babylonians with the god Merodach 
or Marduk. 

ADAR« **Lord of the swine," the prc^Babylonian sun 
god of Nippur. 
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ADEPHAGIA. The Greek goddess of gluttony. A 
temple dedicated to Adephagia was said to have 
existed in Sicily. 

ADES. "Monarch of the shades,” originally an 
epithet of Pluto. The derivation of Adcs alludes to 
the darkness supposed to prevail in the abode of the 
dead. The helmet of Pluto had the power of render¬ 
ing the wearer invisible. (See hades) 

ADI SI-NA. The seven evil spirits of the Akkadians. 

ADISSECHEN. The thousand-headed serpent which, 
according to Indian mythology, sustains the uni¬ 
verse. 

ADITI. The mother of the Adityas, the luminous 
gods. In Vcdic mythology, Aditi is the deification 
of an abstraction variously rendered as boundless¬ 
ness, infinity, eternity. 

ADITYAS. The shining gods of the Vcdic religion, 
celestial deities of whom Varuna was chief. Accord¬ 
ing to some writers the Adityas were seven in 
number and consisted of Varuna, Mithra, Savitar, 
Bhaga, Indra, Daksha and Surya. They were the 
sons of Aditi, and often identified with the planets. 
The Vcdic hymns contain prayers to the Adityas 
for the forgiveness of sins. 

ADONAI. The Hebrew name for God. The Old 
Testament usually translates the word "Lord.” 

ADONIS. The myth of Adonis is generally inter- 
preted as symbolizing the annual decay and revival 
of vegetation. This beautiful Grecian youth, be- 
loved of Aphrodite, was slain by a wild boar, and so 
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great was Aphrodite's grief that the gods allowed 
him to spend only half of the year in Hades. The 
Phoenician Adonis* undoubtedly of Semitic origin, 
was the same as the Babylonian Tammuz. 

ADRAMMELECH. A god of the Sepharvite colony 
in Samaria, to whom children were sacrificed by 
“And the Sepharvites burnt their children in 
fire to Adrammelcch. and Anammclech, the gods of 
the Sepharvaim." 2 Kings XVII, 31. The identifi¬ 
cation of Sepharvaim is unknown. 

ADRASTEA. ‘*Shc whom none can escape/' the 
goddess of inevitable fate, a daughter of Zeus and 
Anankc; identified with Nemesis as a punisher of 
injustice. Her name indicates the impossibility of 
the wicked escaping her powers. 

• Oniinously sitting like Adr^stca in the vestibules of night.** 

ADZIANIM. A little African god, about the size of 
a bird, and black, worshipped by the Cape Coast 
tribes. He helps his people to find good water by 

means of birds (wagtails, etc.), which arc sacred to 
him. 

^ACUS- A son of Zeus and /Egina, born on an 
island whither /Egina had been carried by Zeus to 
secure her from the anger of her parents. This 
island was afterward called Aigina. iEacus reigned 
in vEgina, and when a pestilence had destroyed all 
his subjects, he entreated Zeus to repeople his king¬ 
dom. According to his desire, all the ants that were 
in an old oak were changed into men, and called by 
.£acus myrmidons. He was renowned in all Greece 
for his justice and piety, and was frequently called 

20 



upon to settle disputes, not only among men, but 
even among the gods themselves. 

^ETES. A king of Colchis, son of Sol and a 
daughter of Occanus. He killed Phrixus, who had 
fled to his court on a golden fleeced ram. This 
murder he committed to obtain the golden fleece of 
the ram. The Argonauts came against Colchis, and 
by the help of Medea, daughter of ^ctes, recovered 
the golden fleece though it was guarded by bulls 
that breathed Are and by a venomous dragon. 

£GA. The daughter of Helios. She was of such 
dazzling brightness that the Titans, in their attack 
on Olympus, became frightened and requested their 
mother G®a to conceal her in the earth. /Ega was 
accordingly confined in a cave in Crete, where she 
became the nurse of Zeus. In the fight with the 
Titans, Zeus was commanded by an oracle to cover 
himself with her skin (<rpw). He obeyed the com¬ 
mand and later raised ./Ega among the stars. 

£G£ON. An epithet of Briarcus, who was one of 
the Hccatonchcircs. 

ffiGEUS. A king of Athens and father of Theseus, 
^geus was driven away by the fifty sons of Pallas 
but Theseus came to Athens and restored his father 
to the throne. When Theseus went to Crete to de- 
ivcr Athens from the tribute to Minos, he promised 
that if successful he would hoist a white sail on his 
re urn. He forgot to do so. and /Egeus threw him- 

V"? supposing Theseus to 

e dead From this tradition came the name of the 

^gcan Sea. 
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£GINA. The daughter of the river god Asopus. 
She was the mother of i^:acus by Zeus, who, in the 
form of an eagle, had carried her off to the island 
to which she gave her name. 

£GIR. The Norse god of the sea in its calm and 
benignant aspect. His nine daughters wore white 
robes and veils, and were the billows of the sea. He 
entertained the gods every harvest time. 

*'In hail wh^re no unhallowed strife may come. 

The gods arc guests.** 

£GIS. The shield of Zeus made for him by 
Hephajstus. It inspired terror and dismay. 

£GISTHUS. The paramour of Clytemnestra, whom 
he aided in slaying her husband Agamemnon at the 
banquet given to celebrate his return from the Tro- 
jan war. Soon after, both /Egisthus and Clytcm- 
ncstra were slain by Orestes. 

.SGLE. One of the three Grecian nymphs, called 
Hespcridcs, who guarded the golden apples Gxa 
had given as a marriage gift to Hera. 

^GYPTUS* The son of Belus. He received from 
his parent the country of Arabia to rule over. Sub¬ 
sequently /Egyptus conquered the land of “the 
black-footcd race,“ and gave it his name. 

AELLO. Her name signifies “tempest." Acllo was 
one of the three Harpies. 

AEMHETP. This Egyptian deity, whom the Greeks 
compared to their /lisculapius, does not seem ever 
to have had a temple expressly in his honour. Aem- 
hetp was represented as a bearded man, wearing a 
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plain tunic and a close fitting skull cap. Only the 
ankh and sceptre which he carried showed him to 
be a god. 

i£NEAS. The Trojan hero, son of Anchises and 
Aphrodite, beloved by gods and men, was killed in 
the Trojan war, and his body, not having been 
found, was supposed to have been carried to heaven. 
The Latins erected a monument to him. with the 
inscription, "To the father and native god.” 

£OLUS. The god of the winds, who reigned over 
the v^iolian islands and made his residence at Stron- 
gyle, the modern Stromboli. .^olus kept the winds 
confined in vast caves, releasing them at the bid¬ 
ding of Jove. 

.ffiSCULAPIUS. The god of the healing art and 
medicine, son of Apollo and Coronis. ./Csculapius 
gave slumber and repose, and thereby bestowed 
health; hence the custom of going to his temple 
at Epidaurus, in Greece, for the purpose of sleeping 
therein and recovering health by the means in¬ 
dicated by the god in a dream. Serpents were 
sacred to .^sculapius, because they were a symbol 
of renewal and were believed to have the power of 
discovering healing herbs. 

^SIR. The twelve deities whose thrones were in 
Gladshcim. They were named Thor. Baldur, Freyr, 
Tyr, Bragi, Hbdur, Heimdall, Vithar, Vali, Ullr Vc 
and Forseti. Thus with Odin, the “all father,” 

twelve, the gods 

of the Norse pantheon were thirteen in number. 
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£SON. The father of Jason, who was restored to 
youth through the sorcery of Medea, 

^THER. A personified idea of the mythical cos¬ 
mogonies. According to Hesiod, /Ether was the son 
of Erebus and his sister Nox. He was a brother of 
Hcmera. In the Greek cosmogonies, /Ether was 
considered as one of the elementary substances out 
of which the universe was formed. In the Orphic 
Hymns, /Ether appears as the soul of the world, 
from which all life emanates. In later times, /Ether 
was regarded as the space of heaven, the residence 
of the gods. 

AFER, In Roman mytholog>\ the southwest wind. 

AFREET. One of a powerful class of devils in 
Mohammedan mythology. They were of gigantic 
stature, very malicious and inspired great dread. 

AGAMEMNON. The king of Mycena? and com¬ 
mander of the Greeks in the Trojan war. Upon 
setting out, the fleet was delayed at Aulis. Agamem¬ 
non sacrificed his daughter Iphigenia to Artemis, 
and the adverse winds at once became favourable. 
When he returned home from the war he was slain 
by his wife Clytemnestra and her paramour /Egis- 
thus. 

bent upon my death. 

Plotted against me with my guilty wife, 

And bade me to his house, and slew me there, 

Even at the ban^iuet/* 

AGLAIA. The goddess of the harmony and splen¬ 
dour of creation. Aglaia was one of the three 
Graces. 
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AGLAUROS. a daughter of Cecrops, founder of 
Athens. Her name signified “field-piper." (5iv 
ERICHTHOXIUS.) 


AGNI. The god of fire and the most important of 
the Vedic gods. Agni is called twice born, once in 
the cloud and once in the wood, descending from 
heaven in the lightning, and rising up again from 
the altar or the funeral pyre. As fire itself, pro¬ 
duced by the friction of two sticks, consumes them 
at once, so Agni is scarce born when he devours 
those who brought him forth. He is depicted as 
red and with two faces, yet he represents a trinity 
in which to earthly fire are joined the lightning and 
the sun. Agni is primarily the god of the altar fire 
and is the mediator between the gods and men 
among whom he dwells. He is the visible symbol 
of the nameless God. and “comprehends all other 
gods within himself, as the circumference of a wheel 
embraces its spokes.” A hymn in the Rig-Veda 
says: 


'To »hee, O A?ni. illuminator of darkness, 
by day with prayer bringing worship we come." 

AGRAS. The god of turnips of the Finns. The 
prayer to this deity was in these words; “Holy 
Agras, provider, cause to grow hundreds and thou¬ 
sands of the same sort; bring us turnips as thou 
comest to the pit.” 


ah. An Eg>-ptian moon god. 

AHARAIGICHI or QUEEVET. A deity of the 

Vf^STtor' * American Indians. He 

was represented by the Pleiades. When this con- 
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stcllation disappeared from the horizon, the Abi- 
pones thought Aharaigichi sick and in danger of 
extinction; so they celebrated the rising of the 
Pleiades in May with feasting, dancing and singing. 

AHI. The Vedic cloud demon, "the serpent fiend,” 
“the throttling snake of darkness, who sits on the 
mountain and defies the devas." Ahi guarded the 
fastnesses where Indra's stolen cows, or clouds, 
were locked away. Indra overcame Ahi and re¬ 
leased the waters of fruitfulness. The Rig-Veda 
says: “Him the god struck with Indra-might, and 
set free the all-gleaming water for the use of men.” 
Ahi is identified with Vritra. 

AHKTUNOWIHIO. An underground god of the 
Cheyenne Indians. (See hlammawihio) 

AHRIMAN. The personified principle of evil in the 
Zoroastrian religion; the prince of darkness. 
Ahriman is a creative power coeval with the good 
god Ormazd but is doomed to defeat and annihila¬ 
tion at the end of the world. 

“Dark Ahriman. whom Irak sUll 
Hold* ort^n of woe and ill I” 

AHSONNUTLI, The creator of heaven and earth, 
of the Navaho Indians of New Mexico. They regard 
him as possessing the attributes of both sexes and 
he is styled “the turquoise hermaphrodite." 

AHTO. The great god of the waters, in Finnish myth¬ 
ology. Ahto lived with his "cold and cruel-hearted 
spouse,” VVellamo, at the bottom of the sea, in the 
chasms of the salmon rocks. 


26 



AHURA-MAZDA, (Sec ormazo) 

AI. One of the names given to the Chaldean moon 
goddess Gula. 

AIRI. A local deity of the villages in the Himalayan 
districts ot northwestern India, who has his tem¬ 
ples on lonely hills and desolate tracts. At his 
festival the people scat themselves in a circle about 
a bonfire, a kcttlc-drum is beaten, and one by one 

h.s worshippers leap up with shouts and dance 
round the 6rc. 


AIYANAR. The tutelary god of the fields, of south¬ 
ern India, who protects the crops from harm and 

bth" and :r 


sod of love, repre- 
suitcd with three eyes and si.x arms. 

was of 

grea stature, next to Achilles in prowess and beauty 

hi Ulysses in shrewdness. Ajax killed 

Aehdl O'' a nton o 

Achdics was awarded to Ulysses. 

^■lo Aehu!^' but next 

Cre'^ks He"^"l aT" ""‘"-footed among the 

i^g awav r ■■ a"' by tear! 

Priam ’ ^ '-““andra, the prophetic daughter of 

o a"’;n'eV::rre'n“ °h' r "" """ ^ven 

rocK and he perished in the sea. 

™t!' oT'’n7.;re'rn"'s b"’'•-= 

"mild goddess/- ‘hem 
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AKA-KANET. A god of fruit and grain, of the 
Araucanian Indians of Chile, who presides over the 
harvest and is supposed to dwell in the Pleiades. 

AL. One of a most gruesome group of demons in 
Armenian and Persian mythology, corresponding 
somewhat to Lilith and Lamia. A prayer against 
the Als describes them as impure spirits with fiery 
eyes, holding a pair of iron scissors in their hands 
and wandering or sitting in sandy places. 

ALAGHOM NAOM. A Mayan goddess, of the 
Tzental Indians of Mexico, called "mother of mind,” 
who was credited with the creation of mind and 
thought. Alaghom Kaom was the spouse of Patol, 
the chief deity of the Tzentals. 

ALASTOR. A relentless avenging deity in Greek 
mythology. 

ALBIORIX. "King of the world,” a war god of the 
Gauls and identified with the Roman Mars. 

ALCMENE. The wife of Amphitryon and mother of 
Hercules by Zeus, who visited her under the guise 
of her husband Amphitryon and entertained her 
with a feast. 

ALCYONE. The brightest star in the Pleiades. 

ALECTO. "The unceasing,” "with cruel eye, dark 
mien, and bristled hair.” Alceto was one of the 
three Furies, or Erinyes. 

ALFADUR. The name of Odin as the supreme 
Norse god, "all father.” 
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The good and bad genii of the Scandinavians. 
They are also called Elves. 

ALFHEIM. The abode of the elves and fairies, in 
Korse mythology; the domain of Frcyr, the god 
of the sun, in whose light they were always sport¬ 
ing. (See NINE worlds) 

ALITTA. A goddess in Arabian mythology, identi¬ 
fied with the Greek Aphrodite. 

ALLAH. The supreme being worshipped by the 
Arabs and the Mohammedans generally. 

ALLAT. "Mother of the gods," a great celestial 

goddess of the Arabs of the Sinaitic Peninsula. She 

IS mentioned occasionally in poetry, and one poet 

says: ‘T swore to him. in the presence of the throng. 

by the salt, by the fire, and by Allat, who is the 
greatest of all." 

ALLATU or ERESH-KIGAL. The malignant con- 
sort of the Babylonian sun god Nergal. called "the 
queen of the dead." It was this stern goddess of 
the infernal regions who reluctantly allowed Ishtar 
and fammuz to depart, that with their return to the 
upper world all nature might revive. 

ALOA. (i'er HALOA) 


giants Otus and 

for th r' ' Ares in a bronze vase 

tor thirteen months, when Hermes stole him away. 

fhey were killed by Apollo while they were striv- 
AeVr heaven, with the intention of 

Oly^ f n 

^tympus and Ossa upon Pelion. 
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ALP. In Teutonic folklore, the Alp was a demon or 
tormenting witch; the nightmare. 

ALPHEUS. The god of the Alpheus river which 
flowed through Arcadia and Elis and passing on 
through the plain of Olympus emptied its waters 
into the Sicilian Sea. Alpheus became enamoured 
of the nymph Arcthusa. She was saved from him 
by the intervention of Diana, who changed her into 
a fountain. This fountain she placed in the island 
of Ortygia near the coast of Sicily. The ardent 
river god, however, did not even then desist, but 
worked a passage for the Alpheus under the inter¬ 
vening ocean. to rise up again in the Ortygian island 
and commingle its waters with those of the foun¬ 
tain of Arethusa. 

AL SIRAT. The bridge to paradise, in Moslem tra¬ 
ditions, which is narrower than a spider’s thread 
and sharper than a sword; the good pass swiftly 
over it, but the wicked soon fall into Hell. 

AMALTHEA. The nurse of Zeus, described as a 
goat which suckled him and was set by him among 
the stars. The horn of Amalthea was one of this 
goat’s horns endowed with the virtue of becoming 
filled with whatever its possessor wished, hence 
called the horn of plenty or cornucopia. 

•‘W'iih fruits and flowers from Amaltbea’s horn." 

AMA-TERASU. ‘‘Heaven-shining,” the Japanese 
sun goddess, whose full title, Ama-terasu no Oho- 
kami. signifies “the heaven-shining great deity.” 
She watched over human affairs, especially over the 
welfare of the Mikado and his government. The 
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symbol of this goddess of light and culture is a 
mirror. She has a bird for her messenger. 

AMAZONS. A mythical race of warlike women. 
They had the right breast cut off. that they might 
hurl the javelin with more force and use the bow 
with more ease. Achilles slew their queen, Penthe- 
silea. when the Amazons came to the aid of the 
besieged Trojans. 

AMBA. The sky god of the West Africans, also 
called Amma. 


AMBROSIA. The celestial food on which the gods 
were supposed to subsist, and to which, along with 
nectar, they were believed to owe their immortality. 
In Homer, ambrosia was the food and nectar the 
drink; but some, as Sappho, used ambrosia as the 
name of the drink and nectar as that of the food. 
Hindu mythology gives anirila as the nectar or 
ambrosia conferring immortality. 

AMEI AWA. A mighty deity who, with his wife 
Buring Une. hves in a world under the ground. 
They dominate the whole of the tillage, and de- 
ermine the issue of the harvest by the behavior of 
he owner of the land, according to the belief of the 

and New Gura'.'’'' Borneo 


amen RA. (See AMON) 

“ '‘■Bterranean 

aim whither the sun descended. The soul enter- 
ot Oains, palace of the Two Truths. It was there 
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judged by the forty-two judges, and either passed 
on to the Egyptian Elysium, called Aalu, or was 
consigned to torment. The four genii of Amenti 
were the man-headed Amset, associated with the 
south; the dog-headed Hapi, the north; the ape- 
headed Tuamatef, the east; and the hawk-headed 
Kebhsnauf, the west. 

AMIDA. The sole Buddha of the Japanese Jodo 
Shinshu sect. He is generally seated cross-legged 
on a lotus flower. The spot on his forehead is em¬ 
blematic of wisdom. 

AMITABHA* The '*Buddha of meditation/* who 
vowed to create a pure land, to be glorified as the 
Buddha of Boundless Light, and to save all having 
faith in his vou's. Amitabha was represented as 
sitting in the meditative attitude and coloured red. 

AMMA or AMBA. A god of the sky who sends rain, 
worshipped by an aboriginal people who inhabit a 
mountainous district of Upper Senegal, in West 
Africa. 

AMON or AMMON. An Egyptian deity, styled 
Amen or Amun on hieroglyphic monuments and 
compared by the Greeks to their supreme god Zeus. 
In the temples of Thebes, his chief residence, Ainon 
was represented as sitting on a throne holding the 
symbols of life and power, and wxaring on his head 
the red crown, tesUr, emblem of dominion over the 
lower w'orld or hemisphere. It svas surmounted by 
the sun’s disc to indicate his solar nature, flanked 
by two tail feathers of a hawk, also symbolical of 
his relation to the gods of light. The name Anion 


32 



signified the hidden unrevealed deitj' and in Egyp¬ 
tian mj’thologj' he held the highest place. His un¬ 
defined ciiaracier may serve to explain how other 
deities were identified with him. After the eighteenth 
dynasty the name of .Amon Ra was frequently 
inscribed in hieroglyphics, indicating a blending of 
.■\mon with the sun god Ra. The worship of .\mon 
spread at an early period to Greece, and afterward 
to Rome where he was identified with Zeus and 
Jupiter. 

AMOR. The personification of the Roman god of 
love, Cupid. 

AMPHION. A son of Zeus and Antiope. queen of 
Thebes. He and his twin brother Zethus were 
exposed on Mount Citharon. where they were found 
and brought up by shepherds. Hermes taught 
Amphion music and gave him a golden lyre. Upon 
attaining manhood they captured Thebes, and 
Amphion became king of the city which he fortified 
with a wall. This wall was said to have formed 
itself as Amphion played upon his golden lyre; the 
stones moved of their own accord and took tlicir 
places in the wall. 

AMPHITRITE. A goddess of the sea who, for a 
long time, hid from Poseidon, who sought to cap¬ 
ture her. But her place of concealment was dis¬ 
covered to the god by a dolphin, and out of 
gratitude Poseidon placed this fish among the stars. 
Amphitritc had a son by this god, Triton, one of 
the sea deities. She was described as having green 
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hair with the lower part of the body like that of 
a fish. 

''O'er the grten waves wbicb gently bead and swell. 

Fair Amphitrite steers her silver shell.’* 

AMPHITRYON, The husband of Alcmene. During 
his absence Zeus assumed his form, and by this 
deception Alcmene became the mother of Hercules. 

AMRITA. The nectar, in Hindu mythology^ con- 
ferring immortality. 

‘'\Vi<ic*petated plants that boldly drink 
Th* Amrceta of the sky," 

AMSET, A man-headed Egyptian god, who took an 
important part in the ceremonial of Anienti. 

AMSHASPAND. The Zoroastrian spirit of goodness 
and light. 

AMSU. An Eg>'ptian god, also known as Min, 

AMULET, A small portable object worn on the 
person for the purpose of protecting the wearer 
against real or imagined dangers. 

AM UN, {See amon) 

ANA, The Sumerian sky god, corresponding to the 
Babylonian Anu. Ana was the name of the Chal¬ 
dean lord of darkness, king of the lower world and 
lord of the earth, whence the precious metals arc 
derived. 

ANAHITA or ANAITIS- *‘Thc high, powerful, im¬ 
maculate one," the goddess of fertilizing water as a 
purifying and living element; hence, goddess of the 
fruitfulness of the earth and of animal life. In 
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Zoroastrianism she was retained as a genius or 
angel of the highest rank. Pliny says that the 
temple of Anahita was famed for its richness, and it 
was from this sacred edifice that Antony, in his 
Parthian expedition, carried off a solid gold statue 
of the goddess. 

ANAITIS. (Sec anahita) 

ANAMMELECH. A god worshipped by the Seph* 
arvites in Samaria, together with Adrammclech. 
Anammclech has been identified with the Babylonian 
Anu and the Ammonite Moloch. 

ANANKE. The Greek personification of unalterable 

necessity. A powerful goddess whom neither gods 

nor men could resist. Anankc had brazen nails in 

her hands with which she fixed the decrees of fate. 

This goddess was the offspring of Nox and Erebus. 

and her sentences were carried out by the Parca* 

or Fates. She was represented as standing on a 

globe and holding an urn. The Romans called her 
Fatum. 

ANANTA. One of the names of the Hindu serpent 
king Sesha. 

ANATA or ANAT. The goddess of earth. Anata 
was the consort of the Babylonian Anu, god of 
caven. She was a pale shadowy personage the 
mere faint reflection of her husband. 

ANATH. a Syrian goddess of war. represented with 
helmet, shield, spear and battle-a.x. 

ANCHISES. The great beauty of Anchises won the 
love of Aphrodite, by whom he became the father 
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of ^ncas. Having boasted of his intercourse with 
the goddess, he was struck by a flash of lightning 
which deprived him of his sight. On the capture 
of Troy by the Greeks, ^neas carried his father on 
his shoulders from the burning city, 

*'Come then. <!car father! on my shoulders I 
Will bear thee, nor think the task severe." 

ANDROMACHE. The wife of Hector and mother 
of Scamandrius (Astyana.x). Scamandrius was 
hurled by tlic Greeks from the walls of Troy when it 
was captured, that he might not restore the king¬ 
dom. 

ANDROMEDA. The daughter of Cepheus, king of 
Ethiopia, and Cassiopeia, who declared herself to 
be more beautiful than the Nereids. In revenge 
Poseidon sent a sea monster to ravage the country. 
The oracle of .'\mon said that Cassiopeia’s daughter 
must be given to the monster to save the country. 
Andromeda was therefore chained to a rock by the 
sea, from which she was delivered by Perseus, who 
slew the monster. 

ANGERONA. A goddess in early Roman mythology, 
represented with her finger placed upon her closed 
lips, and interpreted as a goddess of silence. She 
was connected with the winter solstice. 

ANGITIA. A deity of ancient Latium, the goddess 
of healing, who cured by charms and herbs the bites 
of serpents. 

ANGRBODHA. A giantess of jothunnheim, in 
Norse mythology, who by Loki was mother of the 
wolf Fenris, the Midgard serpent, and He!, goddess 
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of the dead. Angrbodha sat in a cave at the eastern 
gate of “mist-hell,” death. 

ANGUS. A Gaelic god of love and amorous dalliance. 
He was a son of Dagda, whom he cheated of his 
underground palace. His harp was of so sweet a 
tone that “whoever heard must follow.” 

ANHER. An Egyptian sun god worshipped by the 
inhabitants of Abydos. 

ANINGAHK. The moon god of the Eskimos, re¬ 
garded as a hunter who catches sea animals. He has 
his house, his hunting grounds and his implements 
of the chase, in the sky. 

ANK. One of the names of the Egyptian goddess 
Anuka. 


ANNWN. Abyss, utter darkness, the abode of the 
dead, in Celtic mythology. In its centre was the 
cauldron of poetry and inspiration presided over by 
the goddess Ceridwen. In this divine land the sun 
god Lug sank to a blissful rest 


ANQET. An Egyptian goddess of the fertilizing 
waters of the Nile. Her chief place of worship was 
tlic island of Sahal. where stood a temple in her 
honour Anqct was represented wearing a head- 

same L IZt' 


fhe as ancestors of 

the later great gods of the pantheon. Anshar was 

represented as father of the gods whom hfsent to 
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combat Tiamat, or chaos. His name signified “the 
totality of what is above,” and that of his consort 
Kishar, “the totality of what is below.” 

ANT,$US. A son of Poseidon and Ga:a, of gigantic 
dimensions, famed for his strength and skill in 
wrestling. His strength remained unimpaired as 
long as he maintained contact with his mother 
(Earth). Hercules, discovering the secret of his 
strength, raised Ant.xiis from the ground and 
crushed him in mid-air. 

ANTEROS. The Grecian god who avenged unre¬ 
quited love. Anteros was opposed to Eros and 
contended with him. 

ANU or ANA. In Babylonian mytholog>', Anu, the 
god of the sky or heavens, the ruler of destiny, 
was one of the most ancient deities. He was the 
first god of the supreme triad, the other two mem¬ 
bers of which were En-lil and Ea or Hoa. Anata 
was his consort, Bau his daughter. 

ANUBIS. The son of Osiris and Nephtliys, a 
jackal-headed god of the necropolis who assisted 
at the judgment of souls in the Imll of Osiris, 
weighing hearts against the feather of truth. (See 

AMENTI) 

ANUKA, ANK or ANUKIT. A goddess of Libyan 
origin worshipped in the neighbourhood of Phil®. 
She was the third deity in a triad composed of 
herself. Kneph and Sati. She was distinguished 
from the other goddesses by a peculiar kind of 
headdress, a high cap ornamented at the top with 
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a number of spreading feathers. She was prob- 
abl}’ the same as Anqet. 

ANUKIT. An Egyptian goddess better known as 
Anuka. 


ANUNIT. A name sometimes given to the Chal¬ 
dean moon goddess Gula. 

ANUNNAKI. Babylonian earth spirits, genii or 
demons, considered as servitors of the gods and 
generally hostile to man. A legend wliich asso¬ 
ciated them with the Igigi called them star gods. 

ANYI-EWO. The spirit of the rainbow, wor¬ 
shipped by the Ewe tribes of western Africa, who 
believe that the rainbow is a huge serpent which, 
when thirsty, comes forth from the sea. stands on 
Its tail at one side of the earth and bends its head 
over to drink at the other side. 

ANYIGBA. The earth goddess worshipped by the 

Africans of southern Togo, and called by them 

mother of the little children.” for it is Anyigba 

who bestows offspring on people. She also makes 

the yams to grow and gives good luck in hunting 
and victory in war. 

mythology, the giver of beneficent rain. 


ogy. who appeared in the shape of an ugly black 
horse, -with black ears and tail” 


APELIOTES. The 

iotes by the Greeks, 


southwest wind, called Apel- 
is represented on the “Tower 




of the Winds” at Athens as carrying fruits of 
nxany kinds. The Romans named this wind Afer. 

APEPI. The great Egyptian serpent who led the 
onslaught of the demons against the sun. by whom 
they were daily overconjc, thus symbolizing the 
struggle of darkness with light. Apepi was iden¬ 
tified with Apophis. and called “the devourer of 
souls” in the dim twilight land of the lower world. 

APET. .Vn Egyptian goddess of maternity, repre¬ 
sented with the body of an hippopotamus. 

APHRODITE or VENUS. This name is derived 
from af’hros (foam) and alludes to the old poetical 
myth that represented the goddess as springing 
from the foam of the sea. .'\phrodisia were festi¬ 
vals celebrated in honour of this goddess in nu¬ 
merous cities of Greece, but especially at Paphos in 
Cyprus, where was her most ancient temple. Only 
bloodless sacrifices were offered to Aphrodite, such 
as flowers, incense, etc. Mysteries of an impure 
kind formed part of the ceremonial of the Aphro- 
disia. At Corinth and .Athens the Aphrodisian rites 
were celebrated principally by prostitutes. Under 
her title of Aphrodite Urania, “queen of the 
heavens,” she was identified with the Alitta of the 
Arabians, the Mylitta of the Assyrians, and the 
Astarte of the Phixnicians. She was the wife of 
Hephaestus. 

APIS. A sacred bull worshipped at Memphis. Ac¬ 
cording to hieroglyphic inscriptions, he was the 
second birth or living incarnation of the god Ptah, 
the Egyptian Hephaestus or Vulcan. Apis was 


40 



Hapi in hieroglyphics and meant “the hidden.” He 
was supposed to have been born of a virgin cow, 
rendered pregnant by a moonbeam or a Hash of 
lightning. Apis was regarded as the symbol of 
Osiris, the god of the Nile and husband of Isis. 
The worship of the golden calf by the Israelites 
in the wilderness, and also the employment of 
golden calves as symbols of the deity of Jeroboam, 
have been very generally referred to the Eg>'ptian 
worship of Apis. 

APLU. The Etruscan god of the sun, sometimes 
called Usil. 

APOCATEQUIL. The terrible evil deity, the chief 
god of the Peruvians. From Quito to Cuzco, every 

Indian would give all he possesses to conciliate 
him. 

APOLLO. The son of Zeus and Leto, the god of 
archery, prophecy and music. His arrows were 
directed against the enemies of the gods. At Del¬ 
phi he himself revealed the future. At the ban¬ 
quets of the gods on Olympus. Apollo played on 
his lyre while the Muses sang. Pheebus was an 
epithet of Apollo. 

APOLLYON. The Creek name for “the angel of 
the bottomless pit.” 

APOPHIS. A huge Egyptian serpent disposed in 
many folds, or as a water snake with a human 
head. Apophis was supposed to have sided with 
Set against Osiris. His ordinary abode was the 
lower region, where he acted as the accuser of 
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souls, and impeded their progress toward the in¬ 
ner gates of the underworld. 

APSARAS. In Hindu mythology, the Apsaras are 
the celestial nymphs of Indra’s heaven, formed 
from the ocean churned by the gods, and called 
“daughters of pleasure.” 

APSU. “The mysterious region of the house of 
deep knowledge." The watery deep; primeval 
chaos. Apsu was considered as the begetter of the 
gods: later he was destroyed by Ea. according to 
the Babylonian account of creation in the epic 
called “W’licn Above.” Apsu represented the male 
principle of the primeval universe, and Tiamat the 
female, she being also the personification of the 
"watery deep." 

AQUILO. The Latin north wind, in Greek mythol¬ 
ogy called Boreas. 

ARA. A Greek goddess of vengeance or destruction. 

ARALU. The Babylonian abode of the dead, pic¬ 
tured as a vast and gloomy cavern in the midst 
of the earthy surrounded by seven walls, and ruled 
over by Ncrgal and his malignant consort Allatu 
with (heir attendant demons. The mention of the 
dust which lies "on door and boll" strikes a pecu¬ 
liarly bleak and dreary note. Here, "where ghosts, 
like birds, flutter their wings." the dead were sup¬ 
posed to lead a feehle existence with no hope of 
return to a brighter life. 

ARANYANI. The V'cdic goddess of forest soli¬ 
tude. A hymn to this goddess in the Rig-Veda 
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runs: “I have praised Aranyani, her with goodly 
unguents, the sweetly scented, rich in food with¬ 
out tillage, the mother of wild beasts.” 


ARAWN. The Cymric god of Annwn (Hades), 
who exchanged realms for a year with Pwyll, in 
order that the latter might defeat Havgan. 

ARDHANARISA. The Hindu god Siva in his an- 
drogj-nous form with an hermaphrodite body. 

ARDUINA. A Gaulish moon goddess, worshipped 
in the forest of Ardennes which in the time of 
C*sar covered a vast area. Arduina was identified 
With the Roman Diana. 


ARES. The Greek god of war. son of Zeus and 
ilcra. The temples and images of this god were 
not numerous. Ares had five attendants. Erls. (Dis- 
cord); Phobos (Alarm); Metis (Fear); Demios 
(Dread); and Pallor (Terror). These were his 
bodyguard The war goddess Enyo was also asso- 
ciatcd with him: their altars were side by side in 

rific 

nficcs. The Romans called him Mars. 

ARETHUSA. A wood nymph of Elis, in Greece 
beloved by the river god Alpheus. 

* built for Jason under 

the d.rcct.on of Athena, who gave it oracular 

!’tr7rew°b"''" "■''o lotmed 




ARGONAUTS. The fifty heroes who, with Jason, 
sailed from lolcus in Thessaly, in the ship Argo, 
to Colchis, in quest of the golden fleece. 

'*Frotn Colchis' realm to bring the golden fleece." 

ARGUS. The son of Zeus and Niobe who had a 
hundred eyes, of which some were always awake 
until Hermes charmed them to sleep and killed 
him. Hera then took his eyes and put them as 
ornaments on the tail of her peacock. 

ARIADNE. The daughter of Minos, king of Crete. 
She fell in love with Theseus, who, by the clew 
of thread she gave him, was able to escape from 
the Labyrinth after having slain the Minotaur. 
Afterward Ariadne fled with Theseus, who aban¬ 
doned her on the isle of Naxos. There Dionysus 
found her and made her his wife. 

ARICOUTE. The god of night, worshipped by the 
Tupi Indians of Brazil. Aricoute is daily van¬ 
quished by his brother Timondonar, the god of 
light. 

ARMAITA. The Zoroastrian goddess of piety and 
genius of the earth, who is regarded as wandering 
from spot to spot, labouring to convert deserts 
and wildernesses into fruitful fields and gardens. 
Armaita "alone causes all growth, and tells men 
the everlasting laws which no one may abolish." 

ARTEMIS or DIANA. The virgin huntress, god¬ 
dess of wild nature and of the moon, daughter of 
Zeus and Leto and twin sister of Apollo. It is 
probable that the primitive root of the term 
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Artemis is to be traced to the Persian tongue (j^r. 
Art. Arte, all signifying “great” or “excellent"), 
and thus Artemis or Diana becomes identical with 
the “great” mother of nature even as she was 
worshipped at Ephesus, where her symbolical fig¬ 
ure with its multitude of breasts denoted the 
fecundity of nature. 


ARTINIS. The sun god of the Urartians, a people 
of the same stock as the non-Aryan and non- 
Semitic Hittites, according to Assyrian records. 

ART-TOYON-AGA. The sky god of the Siberian 
\akut, the powerful ruler of light and life, speak¬ 
ing in the storm and thunder. He is believed to be 
somewhat indifferent to human affairs, and is ap¬ 
pealed to only in exceptional circumstances. 

ARURU. A Babylonian goddess who, according to 
the Gilgamesh epic, assisted the great god Mero- 
dach in the creation of mankind. 


AS or ASm, (plural .ffisir.) As means god, and the 
term ^sir is used to distinguish Odin, Thor, etc. 
from the Vanir, or lesser deities. 

goddess, called “old mother 
earth by the Ashantis of the Gold Coast of Africa. 
No temple, no image is reared in her honour, but 

cr power is none the less universally acknowl¬ 
edged. 


ASGARD. The abode of the gods, in Norse mythol- 

tlfy K reached only by 

n ge Bifrost, the rainbow. {See nine worlos) 
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ASGAYA GIGAGEI. The thunder god of the 
Cherokee Indians. He is described as being of a 
red colour. 

ASHIMA. A deity of the Hamathites of ancient 
Syria. (2 Kings, XVII, 30) 

ASHTORETH. The Pheenician and Canaanitish 
goddess Astarte. the goddess of fertility and re¬ 
production, worshipped from time to time by the 
Israelites. Ashtorcth was the moon goddess of 
the Syrians, and she was called “the queen of 
heaven** by Jeremiah. 

ASHUR, ASSHUR or ASUR. The Assyrian god in 
whose person all the gods of Assyria may be said 
to have been con)bincd. He was represented as a 
niiin with a horned cap, carrying a bow, issuing 
from a winged circle. The circle implied eternity, 
the human form intelligence, and the horned cap 
power. 

ASISTA, A sky god whose name is synonymous 
witli the sun. He is the supreme god of the Nandi, 
a tribe of the African Gold Coast. Asista dwells 
in the sky; he created man and beast, and the 
world belongs to him. Prayers arc addressed to 
him. and he is the acknowledged giver of all good 
things. OfTcrings arc made to him in return for 
his benefits. 

ASK. The first man, in Norse mythology. The 
gods Odin. II<rnir and Lodiir (Loki) created him 
out of an ash tree. Afterward they made a woman, 
Embla, out of an alder. Odin then gave them life 


46 



and soul; Hcenir gave them reason and motion; 
and Lodur bestowed upon them the senses, ex¬ 
pressive features and speech. They became the 
progenitors of the human race. In the Edda are 
found these lines: 


'Trom out their foltowiog 
There ume three 
Miifhty dnd merciful 
-tsir to our home. 

They found oa earth. 
Almost lifeless. 

Ask and F.mbla. 
FutureJess.** 


‘Spirit they owned not. 
Sense they bad not, 
Blood nor vigour 
Kor colour fair. 

Spirit gave Odin, 
Thought gave H<rnir 
Blood gave Lodr 
And colour fair.** 


ASMODEUS. An evil spirit, in Jewish demonology 

kmTof''J Asmodeus was the 

kmg of demons and Lilith the queen. 

ASOPUS. The god of the river Asopus. He was 
“ ^undcrbolt from Zeus, whom he had 

off His 

ASPELENIE. -The one behind the hearth- The 
S.av„„,c^css of ,he hearth, who 

cient rcli^- belonged to the most an- 

Ass:;r;i: 

ination of the Zidonians " t2 

--It--"' - 

"as goddess of the moon, as Baal 
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•was god of the sun. Her chief temples were in 
Tyre and Sidon, and her worship was of a licen¬ 
tious character. The oldest known image of As- 
tarte—that in Paphos—represented her simply un¬ 
der the form of a white conical stone. In Canaan 
and Phcenicia she was subsequently typified under 
the form of a cow, or sometimes she had only the 
head of a cow or bull; still later, her emblem be¬ 
came a star; and finally she was conceived of as 
the “queen of heaven” sitting on a lion, her head 
surrounded with rays, and in one hand a thunder¬ 
bolt, in the other a sceptre. "W'ith these came As- 
toreth, whom the Phoenicians called Astarte, queen 
of heaven, with crescent horns.” Lucian identifies 
her with Selene, the goddess of the moon, and 
again, with the planet Venus. The Assyrian god¬ 
dess Ishtar seems to have been the same as Astarte. 

ASTERION. A Greek river god. father of Acr.xa, 
who with her sisters, Eubcca and Prosymna. acted 
as nurse to Hera. 

ASTRiEA. The daughter of Zeus and Themis, god¬ 
dess of innocence, purity and justice. She was 
the last of the goddesses who left the earth when 
the Golden Age passed away, and the wickedness 
of men increased. Astrxa took her place in heaven 
in the constellation Virgo. 

ASUR. (See ashub) 

ASURA. In the oldest parts of the Rig-Veda, 
Asura was a god, but in later times assumed a 
reverse sense and came to mean an evil spirit, an 
enemy of the gods or devas. 
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ASVINS. Two gods of the dawn, in Vedic mythol¬ 
ogy, twin brothers, young and beautiful, capable 
of assuming many forms, said to be the sons of 
the dawn goddess Saranyu and Vivasvat, the sun 
god. They were wise and beneficent gods, pos¬ 
sessed of mysterious power to deliver from material 
and spiritual evil, and were known as the divine 
physicians. 

ATAENSIC. "The mother of mankind." goddess 
of the waters, of the Huron Indians. Ataensic had 
marvelous magical powers, and was capable of as¬ 
suming any shape. She appointed the time of 
death and hence was feared, not as a malefic deity, 
but because she was concerned with all that relates 
to the close of existence. 

ATAGO. A Japanese god of the Shintos. Atago 

is believed to have power against the destructive 
force of fire. 


ATAHOCAN. The creator or supreme deity of the 
Algonquin Indians. 


ATALANTA. The beautiful daughter of lasion, 
king of Arcadia, “fair as the snow and footed as 
the wind.” She challenged her suitors to a race, 
death being the penalty of defeat, her hand the 
prize. Hippomenes defeated her. by dropping on 
the course three golden apples given him by Aphro- 
dJtc, which Atalanta stooped to pick up. 


Yet 

Of 


"She stooped 

swifter than the wren picks tjp a irrain 
millet, raised her head; it was too Utc, 
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ATAR. The Zoroastrian genius of fire, and chief 
of the celestial beings called Yazalas. 

ATARGATIS. The great goddess of northern 
Syria. She was called Derceto by the Phoenicians 
and as such was represented with the lower ex¬ 
tremities like those of a fish, while Atargatis was 
represented as a figure entirely female. She was 
also a form of the Great Mother, the Semitic god¬ 
dess of fertility. At Rome she was worshipped as 
Dea Suria. 

ATE. The Greek goddess of infatuation, mischief, 
guilt and retribution, leading men on to rum 
through blind impulse. For this her father Zeus 
cast her from Olympus, and thereafter Ate wan¬ 
dered about the earth in search of victims to her 
malignant influence. 

ATEN. A solar disc god. the worship of whom 
Amenhotep IV sought to make the supreme cult 
of Egypt. After his death, however, disc-worship 
disappeared, and Aten sank back into his old posi¬ 
tion of inferiority, becoming again only one of the 
many sun gods. 

ATHAMAS. The son of /Eolus. who at the com¬ 
mand of Hera married Ncphelc. by whom he had 
Phrixiis and Hcllc. Later he married Ino and by 
her had two sons. Learchus and Meliccrtes. Hav¬ 
ing thus incurred the wrath of both Hera and 
Nephclc, Athamas was seized with madness and 
killed his own son Learchus. Ino threw herself 
into the sea with Meliccrtes. and both were 
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changed into sea deities, Ino becoming Lcticolhca, 
and Melicertes Palcrmou. 


ATHARVAN. An ancient Iranian god of lightning, 
son of Varuna. Sacred tradition has transformed 
this mythical Atharvan into a high priest, the first 
bringer of fire to men. and institutor of sacrifice 
in the form of burnt offering. 

ATHEH. The goddess who, at Tarsus, was wor¬ 
shipped along with Baal; their cfiigies are en¬ 
graved on the same coins of the city. Athch was 
represented wearing a veil and seated upon a lion. 
She seems to correspond to Atargatis. the Syrian 
mother goddess. 


ATHENA or MINERVA. The Greek goddess of 
wisdom, the glorious grey-eyed goddess, offspring 
of Zeus. She “leaped forth, in panoply, from the 
brain of her sire.” when Zeus swallowed her 
tnother, Metis. Parthenos. the virgin, was her 
peculiar title. In Attic mythology. Athena is said 
to have contested with Poseidon for supremacy 
by a trial of useful creative power; Poseidon pro¬ 
duced the horse (or a salt spring). Athena the 
ohvc tree m the Erechtheum. The olive was con- 
si ere the greater boon. Athena was represented 
somctTOcs as fully armed, with spear and shield, 
sometimes with a distaff in one hand. Her com- 
mon attributes are the serpent, the owl. and the 


ATHOR. (See dathor) 

ATHTAR. The chief divinity of the ancient Mi 
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nsans in southern Arabia. Athtar was probably 
a sun god. 

ATIUS TIRAWA. The great deity of the Pawnee 
Indians, the creator, omnipotent and intangible, 
who dwells in the heavens. He is believed to have 
ordered the heavenly bodies in their original 
courses. 

ATLAS. His name signifies "the endurer,” and he 
is called by Homer the “wise” or “deepthinking,” 
“who knows all the depths of the sea, and keeps 
the long pillars which hold heaven and earth 
asunder.” In the Thcogony of Hesiod, Atlas is 
said to support the heaven on his head and hands. 
(See PERSEUS) 

ATMAN. In Hinduism, Atman is the life principle 
or soul, the self-existent being, the actual self of 
the universe. 

ATMU or ATUM. Another name of the Eg>’ptian 
sun god Turn. 

ATROPOS. One of the Parcae, who. according to 
the Greek derivation of her name, is the "inexor* 
able or inflexible.” Her duty among the three sis¬ 
ters is to cut the thread of life, which is spun by 
Clolho, and measured off by Lachesis. Atropos is 
represented with a pair of shears, a pair of scales 
or as drawing a lot. She was called Morta by the 
Romans. 

ATTIS or ATYS. A Phrygian god of vegetation 
and young life, the counterpart of the Semitic 
Adonai. He was beloved of the goddess Cybele, 
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and was supposed to have been slain by a boar, 
as was Adonis. From Attis’s blood sprang violets. 
His death and resurrection were annually cele¬ 
brated at a spring festival, as the renewal of the 
productive powers and fecundity of nature. 

ATUA. The name for supernatural beings among 
the Maoris: spirits, gods or demons; the ancestral 
spirit. 

ATUM or ATMU. The Egyptian sun god, also 
called Turn. 


ATYS. (See attis) 

AUDHUMLA. “Nourishing power." the Norse 
cow. formed from the frost that nourished Ymir. 

AUM or OM. The symbol of the lord of created 
beings, Brahnia, whose name must precede all 
prayers, all invocations; the mystic equivalent for 
the name of the deity. Om niaiti paJme hum (So 
be itl O lotus-jcwell Amcnl) The lotus symbol¬ 
izes universal being, and the jewel the individual¬ 
ity of the utterer. They arc the first words taught 
to a child, and the last uttered on the death-bed 
of the pious. 


aurora. The Roman personification of the dawn 
ol day. the goddess of the morning, who gave light 
to mortals and immortals. Aurora was represented 
as rising out of the ocean in a chariot, “with rosy 
nngers dripping dew." (See eos) 

AUSTER. The Latin south wind, called by the 

^nd^a h to flowers 

and to health; the modern name is sirocco. 
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AVALON. The Celtic isle of souls; Elysium; a 
land of peace and deathlessness. 

AVATAR. This word is chiefiy associated with the 
incarnations of V'ishnu in his descent to earth and 
his embodiments as a man. 

AVESTA. The sacred writings of the ancient Zor- 
oastrian religion; also called Zend-Avesta. 

AVICHL “The lowest place of punishment/’ of the 
Chinese, an earth pri>on. from which, however, 
there is always hope of escape. 

AWITELIN TSITA. The earth mother of the Zuhi 
Indians of New Mexico, worshipped as the source 
of all man's food, both vegetable and mineral. Thus 
they pray, saying: “.\fay the Sun Father embrace 
our Earth Mother that she may become fruitful." 

AWONAWILONA. The chief god of the Zuni 
Indians of New Mexico, the creator, who “con¬ 
ceived within hirn^elf and thought outward in 
space/’ in order to bring nature into existence. 

AWONDO. The sky god of the Munshi, a pagan 
tribe of northern Nigeria iti western Africa. 
Awondo is believed to have created the world, has 
power over all natural phenomena, and is author 
botli of good and of evil. 

AXO-MAMA. The potato goddess of the Peruvian 
Indians. They believed that all useful plants were 
animated by a divine being who caused their growth. 
When the Indians found two potatoes growing 
together, they kept them in order to get a good 
crop of potatoes. 
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AYA, AA or ANUNIT. The consort of the Baby¬ 
lonian sun god Shamash. (See ccla) 

AZER-AVA. The sky goddess of the ^foksha tribe 
of Russia. She was said to dwell “in the high place, 
in the upper parts of the atmosphere." and was the 
rain bringer and corn begetter. In the local law 
courts oaths were taken in her name. 

AZHI-DAHAKA. In Iranian mythology, Azhi- 
dahaka was the destructive serpent or dragon, 
sometimes identified with the V'edic Vritra. 

AZRAEL. The angel who watches by the dying, 
and separates the soul from the body, in Hebrew 
and Mohammedan mythology. 
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BA. The soul proper, represented in Egyptian 
mythology by a human-headed bird, supposed to 
leave the body at death but expected eventually 
to return; and if the body (together with the Chu, 
the transfigured soul or intelligence, and the Ka. 
the double, or genius of the body) be preserved, 
to revivify it. 

BA’AL. The Ba'al of Phoenicia and the ancient 
Semitic races, was worshipped as the god of fer¬ 
tility of the soil and increase of the flocks. There 
were various Ba’als, each distinguished by the 
name of his place. The sanctuaries or altars of 
Ba’al were frequently called high places. 

BA’ALATH GEBAL. The female Ba’al, wor¬ 
shipped by the Assyrians of Byblus, in Syria. 

BA’ALBERITH or ELBERITH. The Lord of the 
Covenant; the god of Shcchcm. 

BA’AL-MELKARTH. The Phccnician sun god, 
“who plunged every night at the end of his career, 
and whither no mortal was to follow him.’’ 

BA’AL SHAMIN. The Syrian god, the lord of 
heaven, who gave good and evil, life and death. 
His image was made of ivory, crystal and silver. 

BABBAR. The sun god of Larsa, a city of Sumer, 
an ancient region in lower Babylonia. Babbar was 
the dispenser of law and justice. 
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BACABS. Four beings, of the Mayas of Yucatan, 
each of whom stood at one corner of the earth 
and upheld the firmament. The Bacabs represented 
the east, north, west and south, and their symbolic 
colours were red. white, black and yellow. The 
winds and rains from those directions were be¬ 
lieved to be under the charge of the Bacabs. 

BACAX. The god of caverns, of the Berbers of 
North Africa. Sacrifices were offered to Baeax in 
front of the entrance to the cave. 

BACCHANTES. The frenzied devotees of Bacchus, 
who took part in the orgiastic worship of the 
dety. The frenzy was belic%-cd to be imparted by 
the ivy which they ate. 

BACCHUS. The Roman god of wine. (See 

DION'YSUS) ' 


BACIS or BAKH. A bull form of Ra worshipped 
Hcrnionthis in Egj’pt. 

bade In Irish legend. Badb ,vas a war goddess 

fur" f' 2 demoness of battle; a 

fury, inspiring the madness of the fight The 

name Badb eame to mean "witeh" and is sole 

times identified with the “washer of the ford" 

whose presenee indieates death to him whose ar- 

mour or garment she seems to cleanse. 

®t”ion."^" "t' inun- 


bahucharaji. 

one of the Dravidi 


The “looking-glass goddess” of 
an tribes of India, before whom 


» 
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the votary worships his own image on a sheet of 
silvered glass. 

BAI-ULGON. The over god of the Altai Tartars 
of Central Asia. They believe that the abode of 
Bai-ulgon is somewhere near the North Star. 

BAKH. (See BACis) 

BALDUR or BALDR. The son of Odin and 
Frigga, the Norse god of light and peace, and 
of the good, beautiful, eloquent and wise. As god 
of the summer sun. his untimely death typifies the 
disappearance of the sun below the horizon during 
the winter months. Daldur was slain by Hddur. 
the blind god. by contrivance of the evil Loki, with 
a dart of “the baleful mistletoe.*' the only thing in 
creation that had not taken an oath to do him no 
harm. The gods gave vent to their grief by loud 
lamentations. 

"1 heard a voice that cried. 

'Daldur the Beautiful is dead! is dead!' 

And throunh the air parsed like 

The mournful cry of sunward-sailins cranes.'* 

BALLI ATAP. The god of the roof, of the 
Kenyahs in the interior of Borneo. They place be¬ 
fore the main entrance of their houses a wooden 
image of Balli Atap who protects the household 
from harm of all kinds. 

BALOR. The god of night, who was slain by Lug, 
the god of dawn, in Celtic mythology. 


BANSHEE, (See bessoir) 
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BAR. One of the names of the Assyrian cod of 
battle, Nin. 

BASILISK. In classical mythology, a fabulous ser¬ 
pent. lizard or dragon, whose hissing would drive 
away all other serpents, and whose breath and 
even look was fatal. 

Make me not sighted like the basilisk." 

BASSARIDS. Thracian mxnads who celebrated 

e orgiastic rites of Dionysus were called Bas- 
sands. 

bast or PASHT. Two forms of the same Eg>p- 

"f- " lioncss-Lca^cd 

«onan with the disc from which rose the urxtis 

a sistrum^'H^" cat-headed and held 

a sistrum. Her chief scat of worship was Bubastis 

sun Z life-producing power of the 

sun and on mscnpttons was termed "the lady of 

of 

•aks o Sun.'-atr^Tn "•‘>-»iPPC<* by .he Ba- 

?■ prayers xvcrc addressed to 

the advcn[“of'M°h*‘"'‘' 

aa\cnt of Mohammedanism. 

^ hw?on°^' "''^“eb.cr of a vofee " A 

r c "h V?'" i-.anced h I - 

of®,h'’/'°,t" agriculture and fer- 

solar d hrNi^l <>' 

y t'^ingirsu. In incantation texts Bau was 
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invoked as the great mother "who gives birth to 
mankind and restores the body to health.” She 
was the daughter of Anu and later was identified 
with Gula. 

BEAL. The Druids taught the existence of one 
god, to whom they gave the name of Be’al "the 
life of everything” or “the source of all beings." 
The Druids as well as the Phoenicians identified 
their supreme deity with the sun, which seems to 
show an affinity between Be’al and Ba’al of the 
Phcenicians. 

BEELZEBUB. The god of flies, was supposed to 
ward off flies from his votaries. The Babylonians 
invoked the fly god against formidable swarms 
of his venomous subjects. The Talmud regards 
the fly as representative of evil, a kind of imp, an 
impure thing. 

BEHESTH. The Elysian fields of Persian mythol¬ 
ogy* 

BEL or EN-LIL. The god of the earth, the second 
god of the supreme triad of Babylonia, the other 
two of which are Anu, god of the heavens, and 
Ea. god of the waters. In "The War of the Gods,” 
Bel is found contending with the great dragon, 
Tiamat (Omorka). and after a terrible combat de¬ 
stroying her by flinging a thunderbolt into her 
gaping mouth. Bel is the Babylonian form of Ba’al, 
signifying “lord.” Babylon and Nineveh were both 
under his special care. 

BELA. The Spartan name for Abcllio. 
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BELENUS. The sun god and god of medicine of 
the Gaulish Druids, whose temple, the college of 
the nine druidcsses, was on Mont Belenus, later 
called Mont St. Michel. The oldest of the druid- 
esses uttered the oracles. They sold arrows to sea- 
arers, which had the virtue of calming storms. 
One of the fetes celebrated with the greatest sol¬ 
emnity in honour of Belenus was that of the sum- 
nier solstice. 


BELTS. The Latin writer Tertullian mentions Belis 
as identical with Belenus. 

BELISAMA. “Mother of the arts ” the Gaulish god¬ 
dess who also presided over fountains and upon 
whose altars wood fires were always kept burning. 
She was identified with the Roman Minerva. 

Babylonian 

PENNU. The sun 
god, chief beneficent deity of the Khonds of In¬ 
dia. and consort of the earth goddess. Tari Pennu. 

1 hero, who was 

According 

atafs. <*"•'“ ^“ong the 

Hon.e o- Be„o. . 
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lar, over which a spear was thrown on the declara¬ 
tion of war against any people. 

BEL-MERODACH. (See merodach) 


BELTIS. BELIT or NIN-LIL. The consort of Bel 
(En-lil), one of the most ancient of Babylonian 
goddesses, who shared his authority over Nippur. 
She was "the great goddess," the goddess who 
made the earth fertile, the goddess of war and 
battle, and of hunting. The worship of Bcltis was 
widespread and her temples very numerous. She 
was called the "lady of mountains," the name Bel- 
tis meaning "lady.” On the rock tablets of Pteria, 
an ancient Phrygian city, she is represented stand¬ 
ing erect on a lion and wearing the mural crown. 

BELUS. The Bclus of .Assyria, or the remote East, 
is thought by some to be the same as Ba al. A 
curious analogy in form is said to exist between 
the temple of Belus, as described by the ancient 
writers, and the Mexican or Aztec temples, usually 
built upon a truncated pyramid. 

BENDIS. a Thracian goddess of the moon, who 
wa.s invested with power over lieavcn and earth. 

BENSHIE or BANSHEE. A supernatural being, 
in Irish folklore, supposed to warn a family of 
approaching di.'iaster or death by wailing or sing¬ 
ing in a mournful voice. The word Benshie is de¬ 
rived from the Irish-Ccltic ben, "woman," and 
sighc, "fairy." 


BENTEN. The goddess of love, 
deities of happiness in Japanese 


Oue of the seven 
mythology, and 
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t le patron of lemale beauty as well as of wealth 
Bentons messenger is the white serpent, and is 
often imaged as the embodiment of the goddess. 

(oee SHICHI FUKUJIV) 

berserker a wild, ferocious warlike bein, i„ 

scssed of supernatural strength and fury Men 
have sometimes been described as Berserker 
men who have assumed the form of bears ” ' 

witchcraft Tl V''"'"'® of 

body, huge head an't a dwarfish 

•ruding tongue and ^ 

Hiusic. ^ <lancc and of 

“‘"c^Adil/a" ^oftiraS^d^r’ 

Wealth and patron nf <|c«tics. the bestower of 
only one hy'mTrddrLTcd^^Bha'*'’'^ 

,-video. .„a. be was .he god^^'f 

Bivc S; oTbc!,™ r' “ p-'- 

BHAGVAN. (,yec PaaaMEsvaaa) 

BHAIRaVA ‘•T'l 

Hindu god Siva.'^ ‘‘"'■'■‘ble.’' an epithet of the 
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BHAIRON. A favourite Dravidian god, who is 
often depicted with eighteen arms, and ornamented 
with a garland of skulls. As worshipped by the 
Kunbi in the Deccan, he is represented as a man 
standing; in one hand a trident, in the other a 
drum shaped like an hourglass. He is encircled 
by a serpent, a mark of his chthonic origin. He is 
called “field-guardian" by the cultivators of the 
soil in India. 

BHOLANATH. A death spirit of the Dorns of 
Bihar, India. He is represented by a small iron 
trident placed in a corner of the house, to which 
ofTerings arc made when any sudden calamity at¬ 
tacks the inmates. 

BHUMIYA. A beneficent deity worshipped in the 
Himalayan districts of northwestern India. Every 
village possesses a small temple sacred to Bhu- 
miya. When the crop is sown, a handful of grain 
is sprinkled over a stone in the corner of the field 
nearest to the temple, in order that the god may 
protect the growing crop from hail, blight and the 
ravages of wild beasts; and at harvest he receives 
the first-fruits, that he may save the garnered 
grain from the inroads of rats and insects. 

BIFROST. In Norse mythology. Bifrost "the wav¬ 
ing resting place" is the rainbow bridge which 
joins heaven and earth, guarded by the god Hcim- 
dal. 

BILIKU. The wind, rain, and storm deity of the 
Negritos of the Andaman Islands in the Bay of 
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Bengal. The weather and seasons arc ascribed to 
the control of Biliku, and particularly the north¬ 
east monsoon. In the northern group of islands 
this deity is female, and in the southern group is 
male. As sun goddess, Biliku is the consort of 
Tarai the moon god. 

BIMBO-GAMI. The Japanese god of poverty. 

BISHAMON. Tlie “guardian of the north,” who 
subjugates devils and protects the righteous. As 
one of the seven deities of happiness in Japanese 
mythology, he is the giver of wealth, and his right 
hand is supposed to contain money. Bishamon is 
associated in pictures and folklore with the centi¬ 
pede. (See smcni fukujin) 

BOBOWISSI. The principal god of the Gold Coast 
tribes of Africa. He is said to appoint all local 
deities and have control over the elements—thun¬ 
der, lightning, storms, etc. Bobowissi is repre¬ 
sented in human form, though twice the size of 
man, and black. 

BOCHICA. A sun god worshipped by the Chibcha 
tribe of Andean Indians. They regarded Bochica 
as the deity who taught them the weaving of cot¬ 
ton, the cultivation of fruits, the building of houses, 
the use of the calendar and the adoration of the 
gods. On one occasion, a legend goes, when the 
plain of Bogota had been inundated, Bochica ap¬ 
peared to the distressed inhabitants and, cleaving 
the mountains with a blow of his golden sceptre, 

opened a passage for the waters into the valley 
below. 
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BOHSUM. “Producer of calamities,” a god of the 
Ashanti tribe of the Gold Coast. Sickness, death, 
and all other miseries are attributed to Bohsum 
cither directly, or indirectly through witchcraft, 
since it is from this deity that "wizards and 
witches obtain assistance and mysterious knowl¬ 
edge.” 

BOK GLAIH. "The grandfather who thunders,” 
the war god of the Malaysian Bahnars. He comes 
down to the earth in the guise of a storm, and 
with a stone axe strikes those who have offended 
him; hence the veneration among the savages for 
cut flints and meteoric stones. 

BONA DEA. The good goddess, a name given by 
the Romans to Ops or Tellus, as the goddess of 
the fertility of fields and of the fruitfulness and 
chastity of women. Her symbol was a serpent, in¬ 
dicating her healing powers, and certain herbs 
were sold in her temple. Bona Dea was wor¬ 
shipped only by women. She was the sister of 
Faunus and hence called Fauna. At times she was 
identified with the Greek goddess Damia. 

book of the dead. Per.ciit’liru (coming or 
going forth by day), a collection of Egyptian for¬ 
mula:. prayers, and hymns, knowledge of which 
was supposed to enable the soul in its journey into 
Amcnti (region of the dead) to pass successfully 
the foes set to impede its progress, to call upon 
the helpful gods, and to answer properly the 
forty-two judges in the hall of Osiris. Its author¬ 
ship was ascribed to the god Thoth. 
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BOORA PENNU. {See bella pexnu) 

• • _ 

BOOTES. The son of Demetcr and lasion, who, 
being plundered of all his possessions by his broth¬ 
er Plutus, invented the plough, to which he at¬ 
tached two oxen and cultivated the soil to pro¬ 
cure subsistence for himself. As a reward for this 
discovery, he was translated to heaven by Demeter, 
with the plough and yoke of oxen, under the name 
of Bootes or the ox-driver. 

BORAM. The sun god. the creator, of the Bhuiyas, 
a Dravidian caste found in western Bengal. There 
is no representation of Boram. who is worshipped 
at the sowing season, with the offering of a white 
cock. 


BOREAS. The north wind, son of /Eolus, ruler of 
the winds, and regarded in Greek mythology as a 
deity. He was depicted as a bearded man of stern 
aspect, blowing a conch shell as a sign of his tem- 
pestuous character. In Roman mythology he was 
called Aquilo. 


BRAGI The brilliant god of gleaming heaven, the 
god of poetry; one of the ^Esir. the twelve deities, 
of the \orse pantheon. He was the patron of 
bards and orators and the husband of Ithunn. the 
goddess of eternal youtli. 

brahma. The creator, the first member of the 
nmun; or Hindu trinity. He is represented aj 
cd w,th four heads. Originally he had five heads, 
but one was destroyed by Siva. In the Rig-Veda 
brahma signified power, especially of prayer or de- 




votion; later it denoted the supreme spirit, or 
essence of the universe, immaterial, uncreated, il¬ 
limitable. eternal. The human soul, according to 
the Vedas, is a portion of the supreme ruler as a 
spark is of the fire. 

BRAHMANSPATI or BRIHASPATI. The Vedic 
“lord of prayer," the heavenly prototype of the 
earthly Brahman. 

BRIAREUS. Briareus and his two brothers, Cot- 
tus and Gyges, were the offspring of Uranus and 
Ga;a, and had each a hundred hands. When Hera, 
Hephajstus and Athena conspired to dethrone 
Zeus, Briareus, being brought by Thetis to the aid 
of Zeus, ascended the heavens and seated himself 
next to Zeus and so terrified the conspirators by 
his fierce and threatening looks that they shrank 
from their purpose. According to Homer, ‘‘he was 
called of men iEgxon, and by the gods alone 
Briareus.” 

BRIGHIT. The Gaelic goddess of poetic inspira¬ 
tion, and of the fire and hearth. In old Irish 
manuscripts Brighit is called the "presiding care.” 
She was the mother of Ogma, the god of poetry. 

BRIHASPATI or BRAHMANSPATI. An abstract 
deity in Vedic mythology, termed "lord of 
strength,” "tiie creator of all prayers,” signifying 
the power of prayer or devotion. Brihaspati is 
generally represented as red or golden. He was 
identified with Vrihaspati. 

BRISEIS. The captive of Achilles, from whom 
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Agamemnon took her. This caused the quarrel 
between the two heroes. 

BRITOMARTIS. A Cretan goddess who dis¬ 
pensed happiness. She was the patroness of hunt¬ 
ers, fishermen and sailors. Britomariis is also 
called Dictynna. 

BROMIOS. A poetic title given to Dionysus by the 
Greeks. 

BROWNIE. In Scottish mythology, the Brownie 
is a spirit of benevolent temperament, imagined to 
enter the farm houses and do the work while the 
inhabitants are asleep. 

BUBASTIS. The daughter of Isis and sister of 
Horus; the Egyptian goddess of the new moon. 
She was cat-headed, and cats were sacred to her 
on account of their wakefulness and their power 
to see at night. According to Herodotus, the name 
Bubastis was equivalent to the Greek Artemis. 

BUDDHA. The Vedas represent Buddha as a de¬ 
lusive incarnation of Vishnu. He is said by his 
followers to have been a mortal sage, whose name 
was Gautama Siddartha. He was surnamed Bud¬ 
dha. "the awakened or enlightened.” His philos¬ 
ophy consisted of four truths: Misery accompanies 
existence; existence is desire; to escape existence 

desire must be destroyed; this is obtained by reach¬ 
ing Nirvana. 

"Unto Nirvana, where Ihc silence livea." 

BUDDUD. The Druidic goddess of victory of the 
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BULOTU or PULOTU. The heaven of the Sa¬ 
moans, the home of the gods, a region under the 
sea. a beautiful place abundantly supplied with 
plants, fruits, flowers, and with quantities of pigs. 
They say that whenever flower and fruits are 
plucked and pigs killed, otiters immediately take 
their place. 

BURI. The "fashioner of the world,” the god who 
came forth from the Norse cow Audhumla. Odin 
was the son of Buri. 

BURING UNE. The wife of Amci .-Xwa, the un¬ 
derground god of a primitive tribe of Borneo. 

BURKHANS. The tea go<ls of the Mongolian Bu¬ 
riats, to whom no bloody sacrifices arc offered. 
Libations are made not in wine, but in tea. 

BUSO. A demon of the Bagobos, a Malayan tribe 
of Mindanao, who is considered the source of sick¬ 
ness and is conjured in various ways. Buso docs 
not incite a Bagobo to break tabu or to steal rice; 
his attacks arc aimed against the body alone. They 
pray to him and prepare offerings of areca nuts 
and betel leaves. 

BUTO. The Egyptian goddess of the north, nurse 
of Horns and Bast. The Greeks identified her with 
Leto (Latona) and represented her as the goddess 
of night. 
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CAABA or KAABA. The small and nearly cubical 
stone building at Mecca which contains the fam¬ 
ous black stone fabled to have come down from 
Paradise whiter than milk, but changed to black 
by the sms of the children of Adam who have 

represents the direction to 
which Moslems turn in praying. 

CABALA. (See kabala) 


earth gods of 

Puasgian origin. Their mysteries were celebrated 

Jhh W ^ la 'mpurity. They were associated 
ar.H ^ being master metal workers 

as naT:'rc dehi’e''"’ 


CACHIMANA. 

aborigines that 
(he harvests.” 


The great spirit of the Orinoco 
regulates the seasons and favours 


^ P' Vt„ca,., 

cra=„r 

'bey had gone in the ' 

was slain V Hercules »<= 
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CADMUS. The son of Agenor, king of Phcenicia 
and brother of Europa. He married Harmonia the 
daughter of Venus. Cadmus slew the dragon that 
guarded the fountain of Dirce, in Boeotia, and 
sowed the teeth of the monster. Immediately the 
tips of spears appeared from the ground and a 
number of armed men sprang up. By the counsel 
of Athena, he threw a precious stone among the 
warriors, who, striving for it, fell upon and slew 
one another. 

CADUCEUS. The wand of the god Hermes, with 
which he conducted the souls of the departed to 
the lower world. It was a wand of laurel or olive, 
with two little wings on the upper end and with 
two serpents, one male and one female, entwined 
about the stem, having their heads turned toward 
each other. The whole served as a symbol of 
peace. 

CALLIOPE. One of the Muses, daughter of Zeus 
and Mnemosyne. Calliope presided over epic poetry 
and eloquence and was represented holding a close* 
rolled parchment, and sometimes a trumpet. She 
was the mother of Orpheus. 

CALYPSO. A sea nymph, one of the lower rank 
of goddesses. Calypso was a human-speaking god¬ 
dess and dwelt, with her attendant sea nymphs, on 
a solitary isle svhich presented such a scene of 
sylvan beauty as charmed even Hermes when he 
brought a message from Zeus commanding her to 
dismiss Odysseus. 

'‘It w.ii a scene to fill. 

A god from heaven with wonder and delight.'* 
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CAMAXTLL The war god of the Tlascalans of 
Mexico. 

CAMAZOTZ. The bat god of the Central Amer¬ 
ican peoples, the symbol of gloom and darkness, 
god of subterranean caves in which the bat is 
usually found. Camazotz is sometimes portrayed 
with outstretched wings on which are depicted 
half-moons, symbolic of his nocturnal character. 

CAMDEO. The Hindu god of love, more generally 
known as Kama. 

CAMEN^. Prophetic nymphs of fountains or 
springs, especially of the springs in the grove near 
the Porta Capena of Rome, from which the vestals 
drew water. The Camcn® were later identified 
with the Greek Muses. 

CAMULUS. A Gaulish god of war and of the sky. 

CANOPA. The name of the household gods of the 
ancient Peruvians. 

CANOPUS. The Egyptian god of water. When the 
Chaldeans, who worshipped 6rc. scut all the other 
gods a challenge, it was accepted by a priest of 
Canopus. The Chaldeans lighted a vast fire around 
the god Canopus, and the Egy'ptian deity spouted 
out torrents of water that quenched the fire, there- 
by obtaining the triumph of water over fire. 

CARDEA. The Roman goddess of hinges, asso¬ 
ciated with Janus, the god of doors. 

CARMENTA. A Roman water or spring goddess, 
no was also guardian of women in childbirth. 
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and a goddess of prophecy. She had a shrine near 
the gate named, after her, Porta Carmentolis. 

CASSANDRA. The daughter of king Priam and 
Hecuba. Her beauty won the love of Apollo^ who 
promised her the gift of prophecy if she would 
comply with his desires. Cassandra consented, but 
having received the gift, still refused to yield her¬ 
self to him. He then ordained that no one should 
believe her predictions. When Troy fell, she fled 
to the temple of Athena and there was violated by 
Ajax. She fell to the lot of Agamemnon, who took 
her to Mycensc where she was slain by Clytemnes- 
tra. 

CASSIOPEIA. The wife of Cepheus, king of Ethio¬ 
pia, and mother of Andromeda. She had the au¬ 
dacity to declare herself more beautiful than the 
Nereids, and the latter, in revenge, sent a sea-mon¬ 
ster to ravage the country. After her death she 
was placed among the stars, and though she at¬ 
tained this honour, her old enemies, the Nereids, 
prevailed so far as to cause her to be placed in 
that part of the heavens near the polo, where every 
night she sits half the time with her head down¬ 
ward, to give her a lesson in humility. 

'Thai /T!lhiopc that strove 

To set her beauty's praise above 
The sea^oymphs. and their powers ofTended." 

CASTOR and POLLUX. The oflspring of Lcda 
and the Swan, under which disguise Zeus had con¬ 
cealed himself. They were patrons of games and 
equestrian exercises. Castor being the tamer of 
horses, Pollux the adept boxer. They received 
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honours under the name of Dioscuri. According 
to another legend, Zeus placed them among the 
stars as Gemini, the twins. The Dioscuri were 
also identified with the Cabiri. and were regarded 
as the protectors of ships in tempests. The fire of 
St. Elmo, sometimes appearing in stormy weather 
on prominent points of ships, was ascribed to 
them, and boded the termination of the storm. 

“But wben the sons of LeJa shed 
Tbeir stir-I^mps on our vessel's head, 

The storm-winds cease, the troubled spray 
Falls from the rocks, clouds away. 

And on the bosom of the deep 
In peace the angry billows sleep.** 

CECROPS. Half-human and half-serpent, Cecrops 
was the founder of .Athens, the citadel of which 
was named Cccropia in his honour. When Posei¬ 
don and Athena strove for possession of Attica, he 
decided in favour of the goddess. 

CEL.£NO. “Gloom,” an epithet of one of the 
Harpies. Cclxno was also the name of one of the 
Pleiades. 

CENTAUR. One of a mythical race dwelling in 
the mountains of Thessaly. They were half-men 
and half-horscs. 

CENTEOTL. The Mexican goddess of maize, 
called ‘ nourishcr of men" as well as “our revered 
mother.” Ccnteotl was sometimes represented as 
a frog, the symbol of the moist earth, with many 
mouths and breasts. Her face was painted yellow, 
the colour of maize. Bloodless offerings alone 
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were the appropriate dues of this benehcent 
goddess. 

CERBERUS. The three-headed dog with a serpent’s 
tail that guarded the entrance to Hades, prevent¬ 
ing the living from entering the infernal regions 
and the dead from escaping from their confine¬ 
ment. Hesiod describes him as fifty-headed. 

"Cerberus, cruel monster, fierce and strange. 

Through bis wide threefold throat* harks as a dog 
Over the multitude immers'd beneath. 

CERES. The Roman name for the Greek goddess 
Demetcr. 

CERIDWEN or KED. The Druidic mystic goddess 
of the Britons. Her symbol or distinguishing at¬ 
tribute was a sacred boat. The moon was also her 
symbol. She was the consort of Tegid and was 
esteemed the mother of all mankind. She was 
called the goddess of "the cauldron of inspiration.” 

CERTO. A daughter of Occanus and Gaea, wlio 
married the sea god Phorcys by whom she had the 
three Gorgons, the Graeae, and Echidna. 

CEYX. The king of Trachinia, and husband of 
Halcyone. 

CHACS. “Gods of abundance” of the ^^ayas of 
Yucatan. These deities were probably rain gods. 
At their festival, the hearts of every kind of wild 
animal and reptile were offered in sacrifice. 

CHALCHIHUITLICUE. "Lady of the Emerald 
robe,” the Aztec goddess of rain and water and 
consort of the rain god Tlaloc, Their innumerable 
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children were called Tlalocs, or clouds. She was 
worshipped specially by the sellers of water. She 
was represented as wearing a coronet of blue 
paper, surmounted by green feathers, and her robe 
was of the green-blue tint of water, edged with 
sea flowers or water plants. 

CHALNAD. A tutelary deity of the Mai Paharias, 
a non-Aryan tribe in Bengal. Chalnad presides 
over a group of villages, but he is not worshipped 
until some plague attacks the people. 

CHANDA. A demon in Hindu mythology, who 
was vanquished by Uma. 

CHANDI. “The fierce.” an epithet of Devi, con¬ 
sort of the Hindu god Siva. 

CHAOS. The Greeks considered Chaos as the most 
ancient of the gods. According to Hesiod, “Chaos 
was first. Chaos was a heterogeneous mass, con¬ 
taining all the seeds of nature. The earth was not 
solid, the sea was not fluid, and the air not trans¬ 
parent. Chaos produced Erebus and Nox, which 
two bore Hcmera and j^ither. 

CHARIS. The Greek goddess of grace and beauty, 
bhe was the wife of Hephastus. 

CHARITES. The Greek name for the Roman 
Oraccs. 


HARON A deity of the lower world, son of 
trebus and Nox, who conveyed the shades of the 
dead m a boat over the river Styx. Charon’s toll 




was an obolus placed in the mouth or hand of the 
dead by the Greeks to pay him for ferrying the 
sou! across the Styx to the Elysian Fields. 

CHARUN. The Etruscan conductor of shades to 
the infernal regions. “The pilot of the livid lake/' 
who tormented the souls of the guilty. 

CHARYBDIS. (See scylla) 

CHASCA. The Inca goddess of dawn, whose time 
w*as the gloaming and the twilight, and whose mes¬ 
sengers were the fleecy clouds. Chasca was called 
"she of the beautiful hair which distills the dew/' 

CHEMOSH or CHEMOS. The war god of the 
Moabites; the god of lust. \’cry little is known 
of his cult, but human beings were sacrificed to 
him in times of crisis. 

"Next Cbemo3, the ot>scene dread of Moab's soni.*' 

CH EPERA. (Sec k hepera ) 

CHERA. A name given to the Greek goddess Hera, 
when worshipped as Chera, the widowed. 

CHERUBIM. Mysterious composite beings, the 
winged footstool and chariot of the Alnnghty 
described in the Book of Ezekiel, sometimes ex¬ 
plained figuratively as fullness of knowledge or a 
virtue or influence procee<ling from God and de¬ 
scending upon earth anc! all men. The Chertibim 
are as.sociatcd with the Seraphim, '^Cherubic rea¬ 
soning. Scrathic eloquence." 

CHICOME-COUATL. The maize goddess of the 
MexicanSp who was supposed to niakc all kinds of 
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maize, beans and vegetables to grow. She was 
represented in the form of a woman, “red in face 
and arms and legs^ wearing a paper crown dyed 
vermilion and clad in garments of the hue of ripe 
cherries.*' 


CHIH*KWO. A Chinese tutelary deity, the guar¬ 
dian of the east. He is represented as blue, with 
an instrument of music. 


CH'I-LIN. The Chinese unicorn. Ch'i-lin is at the 
head of all quadrupeds, and is considered benevo¬ 
lent and spiritual. It is said to have the body of a 
deer, the tail of an ox, and the hoofs of a horse. It 
has one soft horn growing out of the centre of the 
head. It eats no living vegetation, and never 
walks on green grass. The unicorn is said to ap¬ 
pear at the birth of a good sovereign or a sage. 

CHIMERA. A fire-breathing monster of Lycia. 
near Mount Taurus, with the forepart of a lion, 
the middle of a goat, and the hindpart of a dragon. 
The Chimera wrought great havoc throughout the 
country, and was finally killed by Bellerophon who, 

upon the back of Pegasus, rose into the air and 
shot the monster with arrows. 


CHIRON. The wisest and most just of all the 
Centaurs, the son of Cronos and the nymph 
^‘ulyra. Cronos, dreading the jealousy of his wife 
Khea. was said to have transformed Philyra into 
a marc and himself into a steed. Chiron was half- 
mau and half-horse. He was instructed by .Apollo 
and was renowned for his skill in hunting, medi¬ 
cine. music and the art of prophecy. .Csculapius 




was one of his pupils, as well as Achilles. Zeus 
placed him in heaven among the stars as Sagit¬ 
tarius. 

CHITARHAI DEVI. “The goddess of rags." In 
the Central Provinces of India, the natives offer 
her a bit of old rag, hanging it on a thorny tree, 
in the hope that in return for it they will obtain a 
new cloth from the rag deity. 

CHLORIS. The Greek goddess of buds and flowers. 
Boreas, the north winter wind, and Zephyrus, the 
west spring wind, were her rival lovers. She 
chose Zephyrus and became his faithful spouse. 
Chloris is identified with the Roman Flora. 

CHNEMU. {See khneuu) 

CHU. (See SRU) 

CHUKWA. The Hindu tortoise which supports 
Maha-pudma the elephant, which in its turn sup¬ 
ports the world. 

CHUMA. The Slavonic goddess of death, who was 
believed to go from house to house, wrapped in a 
white veil, carrying disease with her. Those smit¬ 
ten were supposed to have held converse with her. 

CHUNSU. (5ft’ KiiEXSu) 

CHUREL. A Hindu demoness who has no mouth, 
who haunts filthy places, and whose feet arc turned 
backwards. The Oraons of Bengal believe Churcl 
to be beautiful, clad in a robe of white, hovering 
over gravestones. Her face is fair and lovely, her 
back black as charcoal and her feel inverted. 
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CIRCE. A daughter of Helios and an ocean nymph. 
Circe was celebrated for her skill in magic arts and 
her knowledge of subtile poisons. She lived on 
an island. All persons approaching her dwelling 
were first feasted and then, on tasting the contents 
of her magic cup, converted into swine. Some of 
Odysseus's companions having been thus trans¬ 
formed. he set out to release them or share their 
fate. Hermes met Odysseus on his way and gave 
him the herb tvoly, which prevented his succumb¬ 
ing to Circe's spells. 

^*Who knows not Circe, 

The daughter of the Sun? WTjose charmed cup 
Whoever tasted. lost his upright <hapc 
And downward fell into a grovelling swine/* 

CLIO. One of the Greek Muses. Clio, the goddess 
of history, was generally represented as holding a 
half-opened scroll. To Clio was ascribed the in- 
vention of the cithara. 

CLOACINA. A Roman goddess who presided over 
the Cloaca, the sewers for carrying off the filth 

of the city. Cloaca Maxima was the main sewer 
of ancient Rome. 


•‘Cloacina. Roddess o( the tide. 

Whose table streams beneath the city glide.” 

CLOTHO. The youngest of the three Parca. 
daughters of Zeus and Themis. Clotho held the 
distaff and spun the thread of life. 


CLYMENE. A daughter of Oceanus and Tethys 

who myried lapctus. by whom she had Atlas! 
x^rometheus and Epimetheus. 
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COATECALLI. Montezuma built a temple in the 
city of Mexico, dedicated it to all the gods, and 
named it CoatccaJli, the Temple of the Serpent. 

COATLICUE. An Aztec earth goddess, frequently 
a war goddess, and called “she of the serpent- 
woven skirt." Her image wore the serpent apron 
and carried a death’s head at the girdle; her own 
head was formed by two serpent heads, facing, 
rising from her shoulders. Coatlicue was the 
mother of the war god Huitzilopochtli. 

COCKATRICE. In classical mythology, a fabulous 
serpent with a deadly glance, said to be hatched 
by a reptile from a cock’s egg. 

'The deatb-darting eye of cockatrice." 

COCYTUS. A Greek river god of Hades. Cocytus 
signified “a wailing.” 

COEL. In Celtic mythology, Coel was a Cymric 
god of war and of the sky. 

CCELUS. One of the earlier Latin deities, the 
spouse of Terra, and identified with the Greek 
Uranus. 

COLUMN.® HERCULIS or "PILLAR OF HER¬ 
CULES." A name often given to the heights on 
either side of the Strait of Gibraltar. The tradition 
was that the Mediterranean had no outlet in this 
quarter until Hercules broke through the mountain 
barrier, and thus formed the present strait. The 
rocky heights on cither side were fabled to have 
been placed by him as a memorial to his achieve¬ 
ment. 
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CON. (See cun) 

CONSENTES. The twelve Etruscan deities who 
formed the council of Jupiter, consisting of six 
gods and six goddesses, supposed to be, according 
to Ennius (the father of Roman song): “Juno, 
Vesta, Ceres, Diana, Minerva, \’enus, Mars, ^fer- 
curius, Jovi, Neptunus, Vulcanus, and Apollo. 
(S'ce DII CONSENTES) 

CONSUALIA. The festival day of the Roman god 
of counsel, Consus, 


CONSUS. A Roman deity and god of counsel, 
whose altar at the foot of the Palatine hill was 
subterranean. Besides being god of the earth and 
Its harvests, he was also conceived as the giver and 
guardian of secret counsels. Mules were under 
his special patronage, and on his festive day, 
called Consualia, horse and chariot races were 
celebrated, while working horses, mules and asses 
were crowned with flowers and allowed to rest. It 
was at the Consualia that the Sabine maidens were 
carried off by the Romans. 


CORONIS. The mother of .Ssculapius, by Apollo. 
\\hen Apollo learned that she was unfaithful to 
him. he caused her to be put to death; but ;Escula. 
pms having been taken from her, was spared. 
Apollo received the information of the unfaithful- 
ness of Coronis from a raven and the angry god 

LI w. have changed the colour of the raven 
from white to black, as a punishment for its offi- 


A-j k-j V WackH the raven o’er. 

And bid h.m prate in hi, white plumes no more.” 
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CORYBANTES. Mythical attendants of the Phry¬ 
gian Cybcle. “They accompanied the goddess with 
wild dances, loud cries and bowlings. They beat 
on timbrels, clashed cymbals, sounded pipes and 
cut their flesh with knives, while she wandered by 
torchlight over the forest-clad mountains/* The 
priests of Cybele, with orgiastic processions and 
rites, also simulated her wild train. 

COTOKINUNWU. “Sky-heart,“ the great cloud 
god of the Hopi Indians, who dwells in the firma¬ 
ment. The sun is his shield or masque. For the 
north, west, south and cast, they have animal em¬ 
bodiments—puma, bear, wildcat and wolf—with 
corresponding colours—yellow, green or blue, red 
and white. 

COTTUS. Cottus was a brother of Briareus and 
Gyges, each of whom had a hundred hands. They 
were the sons of Uranus and Gaea, and are con¬ 
sidered by some expounders of mythology as three 
personifications relating to the winter season. Thus 
Cottus is “the smiter/* an epithet for hail; Gyges 
is “the furrow€r,“ or rain; Briareus is “the presser/* 
snow which lies deep and heavy on the ground. 

COTYTTO or COTYS. The goddess of wanton¬ 
ness, identified with the Phrygian Cybcle. The 
worship of this goddess was introduced at Athens 
and Corinth, where the orgiastic festivals were 
celebrated in private, with great licentiousness. 

"Hail! goddess of noeturnaJ sport, dark-veird Cotylto." 

CREATION EPIC. The Babylonian account of 
creation, in the form of an epic in honour of Mcro- 


84 



dach or Marduk, and called by the Babylonians 
"When Above,” from its first w'ords: "When 
Above, the heavens were not named; Below, the 
dry land did not bear a name.” 

CROMM CRUACH. The Irish god of death to 
whom children were offered up in sacrifice. 

CRONUS. The son of Uranus and Gaea, the young* 
cst of a mighty progeny of Titans. These children 
hated their father, who, as soon as they were born, 
thrust them into a cavern of earth. Gxa. grieved 
at this unnatural conduct, produced "the substance 
of a hoary steel,” and formed it into a sickle which 
she gave to these Titan children of hers and roused 
them to rebellion against their father. Fear seized 
on them ail except Cronus who, armed with the 
sickle, mutilated his unsuspecting father. Thus 
Cronus obtained his father’s kingdom. Cronus al¬ 
ways devoured his own sons as soon as born, lest 
they should do to him what he had done to Uranus. 
He was, however, dethroned later by his son Zeus. 
Cronus was called Saturn by the Romans. 

CUCHAVIVA. The rainbow goddess of the An¬ 
dean Muyscas, who was worshipped as the goddess 
of rain and waters, of the fertility of the fields, 
and of medicines. Cuchaviva took particular care 
of those sick with fevers and of women in child¬ 
birth. 

CUKU. The supreme god of the Ibos. an important 
African people of southern Nigeria. This deity is 
believed to control all things in heaven and earth. 
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and dispenses rewards and punishments according 
to merit. 

CUM.ffiAN SIBYL. The Sibylline Books, which 
contained the destinies of Rome, were sold to 
Tarquinius Superbus by the Cumaean Sibyl. (5cf 
SIBVLLI.VE books) 

CUN or CON. The thunder god of the Andes In¬ 
dians near Lake Titicaca. Cun is regarded as a 
powerful being, without bones, muscles or mem¬ 
bers, and running with infinite swiftness. He is 
irritable and difficult of access, and dwells on the 
high mountains above the line of perpetual snow. 
His bird is the condor. 

CUPAY. (See supAv) 

CUPID. The Roman god of love, usually repre¬ 
sented as a naked boy with bow and arrow. The 
Greeks called him Eros. 

CUPRA. The Etruscan Juno, whose principal shrines 
seem to have been at Veii, Falerii, and Perusia. 
She appears to have been worshipped under other 
forms, according to her various attributes, as 
Thalna or Feronia. Cupra is thought to be the 
personification of light or day. She was one of 
the Novcnsilcs. 

CURETES. Earthborn demons, attendants upon 
Rhea in Crete, who, when she gave the infant Zeus 
into their charge, to hide him from Cronus, exe¬ 
cuted a wild dance, clashing spear against shield, 
so that the clamour drowned the child’s cries and 
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concealed his presence from Cronus. The Curetes 
taught the Cretans to keep flocks and herds, to 
raise bees and to work metals. 

CYBELE. “The great mother,” was regarded by 
the Phrygians and Lydians as the goddess of na¬ 
ture, also as the nourishing mother of man, giver 
of the arts of life and founder and uplifter of cities 
and nations. The temples of Cybele stood on the 
summits of hills or mountains. Orgiastic rites and 
revelries were celebrated in honour of her god 
lover, Attis, who typified the annually dying and 
revivifying vegetation. The Greeks identified the 
goddess Cybele with Rhea, and the Latins with 
Ops. their goddess of the earth. 

CYCLOPS. One of a fabled race of giants having 
but one eye, placed in the centre of the forehead: 
"one eye as big as the full moon.” Cyclopes as¬ 
sisted in the workshop of Hephxstus under Mount 
iEtna. According to Hesiod, they were the off¬ 
spring of Uranus and Gaea, and the forgers of the 
thunderbolts of Zeus. 

CYNTHIA. An epithet of Artemis or Diana, per¬ 
sonifying the moon. 

"And from embattled clouds emerging slow 
Cynthia came riding on her silver car.” 
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DACTYLI. The attendants of Cybele. The Dactyli 
were credited with the discovery of iron working 
and also with the introduction of rhythm into 
Greece. (See id-ci dactyli) 

D.£DALUS. Daedalus was celebrated for his skill 
in architecture and statuary. He built the famous 
labyrinth in Crete for King Minos, whose dis¬ 
pleasure he later incurred. In order to escape from 
Crete he made wings of feathers fastened by wax, 
for himself and his son Icarus. Da^da]us reached 
Sicily in safety, but Icarus fell into the sea and 
was drowned. 

DAEVA, In Zoroastrianism, a daeva was a malefi¬ 
cent supernatural being, a demon of darkness. 

DAGAN. A god of the earth, one of the earliest 
deities of Babylonia, and often mentioned with Anu 
and Ninib. By some he is supposed to have a re¬ 
lationship with the Philistine god of agriculture, 
Dagon. He was identified with Bel. 

DAGDA. a Gaelic god of the earth, whose name 
meant the ''good god.** He was famous as a war¬ 
rior, harpist and cater of porridge. He had a 
cauldron, in which everyone found food in propor¬ 
tion to his merits, and from which none went away 
unsatisfied. He had a living harp, and as he played 
upon it the seasons came in their order. 
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BAGON, A god of the Philistines, represented as 
half-man and half-fish. Probably the Dagon that 
“was fallen upon his face to the earth before the 
ark of the Lord/* 

**Digon bis name; sea-monster, upward man. 

And downward fish/' 

DAIBOTH. In Japanese mythology, Daiboth was 
a goddess of colossal size, of whom it was said: 
“Each of her hands is full of hands." She is 
sometimes identified with Kwannon. 

DAIKOKU. A god invoked by artisans, the god of 
wealth, and one of the seven deities of happiness 
in Japanese mythology. Daikoku is represented 
as a dark-skinned, stout nun with smiling face. 
He bears a bag on his shoulder and a mallet in 
his right hand. He stands on two rice bags, which, 
together -with the bag on his shoulder, symbolize 
an inexhaustible source of wealth, while the mallet 
is believed to produce anything wished for by his 
worshippers. The rat is the animal associated with 
Daikoku. (Sfc sniciii fukujin) 

DAIMONIGINI. A deity greatly venerated in 
Japan. 

DAINIZ-NO-RAI. The Japanese sun god. 

DAITYAS. Demonic enemies of the Hindu gods. 

DAKSHA. In Hindu mythology, a son of Brahma, 
and father of Sati who was married to Siva. The 
Puranas relate that on one occasion Daksha was 
enraged because Siva did not rise to greet him 
when he entered the assembly of the gods. Thcrc- 
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fore when Daksha had prepared a great sacrifice 
he did not invite Siva or his wife. However, Siva 
rushed in and cut off Daksha's head. A reconcilia¬ 
tion was effected, but Daksha’s head being irre¬ 
coverable, Siva replaced it with that of a ram, with 
which Daksha is seen represented. 

DAMIA. The Greek goddess identified with the 
Roman Bona Dca. 

DAMKINA or DAV-KINA. “Lady of the house of 
death,” the consort of Ea and mother of Merodach 
or Marduk, in Assyro-Babylonian mythology. She 
was an earth goddess, as her name signifies—“lady 
of the earth,” mistress of the realms below. 

DANAE. A priestess of Argos. Her father Acrisius, 
king of Argos, learned from an eagle that he 
would have no male issue, but that his daughter 
would bear a son whose hand would deprive him 
of life. Fearing the accomplishment of this predic¬ 
tion, he built a brazen subterranean chamber (a 
brazen tower according to some writers), in which 
he shut up Danae and her nurse, in order that she 
might never become a mother. But Zeus looked 
down from Olympus and fell in love with the royal 
captive; and in the form of a golden shower, he 
poured through the roof Into her bosom. Danae 
became thus the mother of Perseus. 

DANAIDES. The fifty daughters of Danaus, all 
but one of whom, Hypermnestra, slew their hus¬ 
bands, the sons of ^gyptus, at Danaiis’s command. 
For this they were doomed to fill a broken cistern 
(or to draw water with a sieve) in Hades. 
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DANAUS. Having quarreled with his brother 
y^gyptus, Danaiis fled with his fifty daughters, the 
Danaides, to Argos, pursued by the fifty sons of 
/^g>’ptus. Feigning reconciliation, he caused his 
daughters to wed the sons oi i^lgyptus, command¬ 
ing each to murder her husband. 

DANH-GBI. The python god of the Ewe peoples 
of West Africa, who invoke the snake in exces¬ 
sively wet. dry. or barren seasons and on all occa¬ 
sions relating to their government and the preser¬ 
vation of their cattle. 

DANTESVARI. (Sec mata devi) 

DANU. The most ancient Gaelic goddess, from 
whom the whole hierarchy of Gaelic gods received 
its name, Tuatha De Danann. “Well she used to 
cherish the gods." Danu represented the earth 
and its fruitfulness. She is identified with the 
Cymric goddess Don. 

DAPHNE. The daughter of the river god Pcncus. 
Apollo beheld her and forthwith was seized with 
love for her. Daphne, whose delights were wood¬ 
land sports and the chase, abhorred the thought of 
loving. She fled, pursued by the impatient god 
who ever gained upon her. As her strength began 
to fail she called to her father the river god to 
save her. Peneus heard; bark and leaves covered 
his daughter and Daphne became a bay tree. On 
this account the bay tree is sacred to Apollo. 

DARMADEVA. The god of virtue, in Indian 
mythology. Darmadeva is represented as an ox. 
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DARNI PENU. A village deity of the natives of 
Madras. He watches over the villagers from be¬ 
neath a heap of stones, beside which a rotten egg 
is buried. 

DASYUS. In the Vedas, the Dasyus were the dark- 
hued enemies of the gods and mankind. They 
were destroyed by Indra. 

DAV-KINA. Better known as Damkina. 

DAWAT PUJA. "Worship of the inkstand," in 
honour of Sarasvati, goddess of learning and elo¬ 
quence, a festival observed in Bengal on the fifth 
day of the waxing moon. 

DEA. (See herse) 

DEA C^LESTIS. A Roman goddess sometimes 
identified with the Carthaginian goddess Tanith. 

DEA SURIA. The Roman goddess of fertility, 
identified with the great Semitic goddess Atargaiis. 

DEBAN or JAR. The sky god of the Agaos of 
Abyssinia. Under him were many genii—some 
malignant, and some beneficent. Little is known 
of the ancient Agao religion. It is no longer pro¬ 
fessed. 

DECUMA. One of the Roman Fates, or Parc®. 
She corresponds to the Creek Clotho. 

DEIANIRA. The wife of Hercules. She was the 
inadvertent cause of his death. Deianira killed 
herself for grief, when, at the direction of Ncssus, 
she had given Hercules the tunic imbued with the 
poisoned blood of the dying centaur. 
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DEINO. One of the three hideous Gracai, the guar¬ 
dians of the Gorgons. 

DELPHI. Delphi, situated on the slope of Mount 
Parnassus and believed to be the centre of the earth, 
had no walls, but was defended by its precipices. 
Its more ancient name was Pytho. from the ser¬ 
pent Python, supposed to have been slain there by 
Apollo. It was a spot whence issued the prophetic 
vapour which inspired the priestess, called Pythia, 
as she sat on the sacred golden tripod over the 
chasm. The Pythia having caught the inspiration, 
uttered her oracles in extempore prose or verse. 

DEMETER. The daughter of Cronus and Rhea, 
the goddess of grain and harvests, who first be¬ 
stowed corn on man and taught him to sow and 
cultivate it. She was the mother of Persephone, 
y eus, and was represented with majestic stature 
and matronly air. Demctcr’s symbol, the poppy, 
sometimes composed a garland for her head and 
sometimes was held in her hand. Frequently she 
was holding a torch, significant of her search after 
icrscphonc. The Romans identified her with Ceres. 

Here Ceres' Kifi, in waving prospect stand: 

And nodding tempt the joyfuj reaper's hand." 

DEMIOS. ‘'Dread." one of the five attendants of 


mythology, the "framer 
the world and symbol of the archetypal man. 

city who ruled over the spirits of the lower world, 




according to the Greeks. His very name was 
capable of producing the most horrible effects. 
Some writers consider Demogorgon a primordial 
creative power. Milton speaks of “the dreaded 
name of Demogorgon.” 

DEMON. A supernatural being or power holding 
a place between men and deities, in the Greek 
hierarchy: a tutelar or guardian spirit of less rank 
than a god; hence, a familiar spirit or genius. 

DENDRITES. An epithet given to Dionysus as a 
tree god. 

DENGDIT. “Great rain,” a high god of the Dinka, 
a jet black tribe of the While Nile. They believe 
that human souls leave their bodies at the time of 
burial and pass upward to the great god Dengdit, 
but these souls are not absorbed in him, for they 
retain their power of returning to earth. Shrines 
erected in his honour appear to be scattered all 
over the Dinka country. In the springtime, about 
the month of April, when the new moon is a few 
days old, a sacrifice of bullocks is offered to Deng* 
dit that he may send down rain on the parched 
and thirsty earth. 

DERCETO or DERCETIS. A goddess of pools 
and the watery element, worshipped by the 
Syrians, represented as half-woman and half-fish; 
probably the same as Atargatis. The Syrian legend 
goes that Derceto, having become a mother by a 
young priest, was filled with shame for her own 
conduct. She exposed the child in a lonely spot, 
and threw herself into the sea, where she became 
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partially transformed into a fish. Hence the 
Syrians abstained from eating fish, regarding them 
as something divine. The child was the famous 
Semiramis. 

DEUCALION. The reputed founder of the Greek 
nation. Deucalion was driven to Parnassus by a 
great deluge, sent by Zeus to destroy the brazen 
race of men on account of their impiety. Deuca¬ 
lion had made himself an ark and entered it with 
his wife Pyrrha. The ark was carried along the 
sea for nine days and nights until it reached Mount 
Parnassus. When the rain from heaven ceased, 
Deucalion, leaving his ark, offered sacrifices to 
Zeus and requested that the earth be replenished 
with men. According to Ovid, they consulted an 
oracle of Themis respecting the restoration of 
mankind and received the following response: “De¬ 
part from the fane, veil your heads, loosen your 
girded vestments, and cast behind you the great 
bones of your parent." Thereupon Deucalion and 
his wife flung stones behind them. Those cast by 
Deucalion became men, those thrown by Pyrrha 
women. ’ 

“Dctjcalion leading Pyrrha. hand in hand. 

Keptopicd all the desolated land.” 

DEVA. In Hinduism, a divine being or deity. 

daughter of Hima- 
vat (the Himalaya Mountains). She is Sakti, the 

cma c energy of Siva, and is worshipped under a 
variety of forms which fall into two main classes, 
according as she is conceived as a beneficent or as 
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a malignant deity. In her milder form, besides 
Devi, "the goddess.” she is called Gauri, “the yel¬ 
low or brilliant;” Uma. “light:” Parvati, "the 
mountaineer;” Haimavati, with reference to her 
parentage. In her malignant form she is Durga, 
"the inaccessible,” represented as a yellow woman 
riding a tiger; Chandi, “the fierce;” Kali, "the 
black,” portrayed as dripping with blood, encir¬ 
cled with snakes, and adorned with skulls. In the 
latter role she is worshipped with obscene and 
bloody rites, formerly with human sacrifices. 

DHARMESH. The sun god of the Bengalese 
Oraons, the source of light and life. In the har¬ 
vest season when sacrifice is made to him the usual 
prayer runs: "O Dharmesh! now all rests with 
thee.” 

DHARMI. The supreme god worshipped by the 
Oraons in Bengal. They regard Dharmi as a per¬ 
fectly pure, beneficent being, to whom no sacrifice 
is offered. 

DHARNI DEOTA. The earth god of the Benga¬ 
lese, supposed to have replaced the goddess Tari 
Pennu. At the rice harvest, new rice is offered to 
Dharni Deota. 

DHARTI MATA. The goddess of the earth, the 
Mother Earth of the Dravidians, a lower caste of 
India, who offered human sacrifices to Dharti Mata 
in order to insure the fertility of their fields. 

DIANA. The Latin name of the goddess Artemis. 
As Diana, she was the goddess of the moon in the 
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open vault of heaven, who “hunts the clouds.” In 
her sacred grove at Nemi she was especially wor¬ 
shipped as a goddess of childbirth. She was a 
goddess of nature in general and of fertility in 
particular. 

DIANCECHT. The Gaelic god of medicine, who 
presided over the healing wells. 

DIBBARRA. The plague god of the Babylonian- 
Assyrian pantheon, the personification of the 
dreadful demon of want that so often follows in 
the wake of military destruction. To ensure the 
favour of this god of pestilence, hymns were sung 
in his praise, and the people were instructed by 
the priests to hang tablets in their homes “on 
which the grim Dibbarra was glorified." 

DICTYNNA. Another name for the Cretan god¬ 
dess Britomartis, who was probably a counterpart 
of Artemis. 

DIDO. The reputed founder and queen of Car¬ 
thage. In Vergil’s i^^ncid, she entertains .i^incas 
and his followers after their flight from Troy, falls 
in love with the hero, and. after his desertion of 

her. ’'unhappy Dido" stabs herself on a funeral 
pyre. 

DII CONSENTES. The twelve great gods of the 
Etruscans, called “the Penates of the Thunderer 
himself." They were fierce and pitiless deities, 
dwelling m the inmost recesses of heaven, whose 
names u was forbidden to utter. 

DU INVOLUTI. "The shrouded gods” were awful 
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and potent, and their Roman appellation is sug¬ 
gestive of their mysterious character. The Dii 
Involuti ruled both gods and men. 

DIKE. One of the Horae, mentioned by Hesiod as 
the goddess of justice. She not only punished 
wrong but rewarded virtue. 

DINGRI. The creators, the first gods, the spirit of 
heaven and the spirit of earth, the parents of all 
the other gods, in the thcogony of the primitive 
Sumero-Akkadians. 

DIONE. An earth goddess and mother of Aphro¬ 
dite by Zeus. Dionc was associated with Zeus in 
the most ancient temple of Greece, at Dodona. 

DIONYSUS. The son of Zeus and Semele. originally 
a god of vegetation. Later, as god of the grape 
and its wine, he was worshipped with orgiastic 
rites and conceived as leader of a wild rout of 
satyrs, mienads, and sileni. He was called Bacchus 
among the Romans, and in the Elcusinian mys¬ 
teries was hailed as lacchus and also known as 
Eleuthcrios. Bromios was his poetic title, while 
Liknites and Dithyrambos referred to the god as 
a child. Dionysus was also regarded as the bull 
god Zagreus. as the tree god Dendrites, and as the 
wild Thracian deity Sabazios. As the Cretan 
Lensus, he was the inventor of wine culture. 

DIOSCURI. A Greek word meaning sons of Zeus. 
The twins Castor and Pollux. 

DIRS. The Latin name for Erinyes. 

DIS or DISPATER. A Roman underworld god. 
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identified with the Greek Pluto. Black animals 
were the victims sacrificed to him. (Sec mantus) 

DISCORDIA. A malevolent deity, who was driven 
from heaven by Zeus because she sowed dissen¬ 
sions among the gods. Discordia was represented 
with a pale, ghastly look, her garment was torn, 
her eyes glittered with fire and in her bosom she 
had a concealed dagger. She was called Eris by 
the Greeks. 

DITHYRAMBOS. A kind of lyric poetry in honour 
of the god Dionysus, of unknown origin. It was 
distinguished by a disorderly and enthusiastic wild¬ 
ness of tone. Dithyrambos was also an epithet of 
Dionysus. 

DJINNESTAN. The realm of the djin ns or genii of 
Arabian mythology. 

DOC-CU O'C. In Indo-Chinese mythology, the one¬ 
footed spirit worshipped by the Annamesc (Ton¬ 
kin). Doc-cu’o’c is a good spirit, having only one 
eye and one foot, but is swift as lightning, and sees 
all that happens in the world. 


DODONA. The scat of the famous oracle of Zeus 
and, according to Herodotus, the most ancient ora¬ 
cle of Greece. The responses of the oracle were 
originally delivered from the sacred oak or beech, 
by the rustling of the branches in the wind, the 
sound being interpreted by priests. 

DODONIDES. The priestesses who gave the ora¬ 
cles m the temple of Zeus in Dodona. 
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DOMOVOI. A Russian house spirit, a hairy dwarf, 
living in the stove. The Domovoi gives notice of 
misfortunes which are about to happen to a 
family, and is heard wailing at night. 

DON. A Cymric goddess, called the ancestress of 
the gods. She was identified with the Gaelic god¬ 
dess Danu. 

DONAR. In Teutonic mythology. Donar was a 
deity worshipped as the god of thunder and war¬ 
like strength. He is the same as the Scandinavian 
Thor. 

DONGOR GOMOIJ. The jungle god, of the Kurku 
tribe of India. Coinoij is the Kurku word for sun, 
which, according to their conceptions, is the su¬ 
preme power in the universe. His symbol consists 
of a mere heap of stones, with frequently a lump 
of quartz crystal on top. 

DORIS. A Greek goddess of the sea, daughter of 
Oceanus and Tethys. She married her brother 
Nereus, by whom she had fifty daughters called 
Nereids. 

DRAGON. A fabulous animal, generally represented 
as a monstrous winged and scaly serpent or lizard, 
with a crested head and enormous claws, and re¬ 
garded as very powerful and ferocious. A dragon 
watched the g.irden of the Hesperides, and its de¬ 
struction formed one of the labours of Hercules. 
Apollo and Perseus were represented as dragon 
slayers. 
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DRYADS. Greek nymphs who presided over trees. 
They differed from the Hamadryads in that each 
of these latter was attached to some particular 
tree, with which she was born and with which she 
died, whereas the Dryads were the goddesses of 
trees and woods in general, and lived at large in 
the midst of them. 

DSO. The fire god of the African Slave Coast 
Negroes. Dso dwells in the flames and manifests 
his displeasure by burning property. 

DUAMATEF. (See tuamatef) 

DUAT. The underworld, the Egyptian abode of the 
dead, through which the sun passed by night. Duat 
consisted of twelve divisions, and the journey of 
the night sun through each of them occupied one 
hour. The divisions were designated fields, cities 
or dwellings, and each was entered by a door. 

DUN-SIR or SHUL-GUR. The patron deity of the 
dynasty founded by Ur-nina. king of Lagash, 
Sumer, in the Euphrates valley. 

DURGA. An epithet of Devi, the consort of Siva, 
m her malignant form as "the inaccessible.” She 
is represented as a yellow woman riding a tiger. 

DUSDACHTSCHISH. "The ultimate power,” the 
chief god of the natives of Kamchatka. He is in¬ 
visible, remote. No worship and no offerings are 
Icndercd to him. 


Nabatarans. 

whose worship was centered at Petra, in Arabia. 




He was undoubtedly a solar deity and in certain 
inscriptions is styled, “who separates the night 
from the day.” 

DWARA GUSAIN. “Lord of the house door” of 
the Mulcrs of Chota Nagpur. He is propitiated at 
the doorway with rites and offerings, in time of 
calamity. 

DWARFS. In Northern mythology, dwarfs were 
diminutive manlike beings, adept miners and skill¬ 
ful artificers. In Teutonic myths they were the 
forgers of the wonderful weapons and treasures 
of the gods. They were misshapen, ugly and grey, 
living to a great age in their subterranean abode. 

DYAUS. The Vedic heaven, the shining sky. 

DYAUS-PITRI. The father of the gods. His con¬ 
sort is Prithivi, the Vedic earth goddess. 

DYLAN. A Cymric sea god, called “son of the 
wave.” 


102 



E 

EA or HOA. A deity of the supreme triad in Assyro- 
Babylonian mythology, of which the other mem¬ 
bers were Anu and Bel or £n-lil. Ea was god of 
the watery element, the mystic deep, the giver of 
arts and sciences, and healer of the sick. His 
wife was Damkina, and he was the father of Mero- 
dach or Marduk, the great god of Babylon. A 
relief of Ea shows him holding a vase from which 
two streams of water are pouring to the ground 
while fish arc swimming up and down in the 
streams; as lord of the waters of the abyss, Ea 
held the source from which rise the twin rivers 
Tigris and Euphrates, givers of life to the land of 
Mesopotamia. E^'s symbol was a goat terminat¬ 
ing in a fish. 

EASTRE or OSTARA. A Teutonic goddess of the 

radiant dawn, whose festival was celebrated in the 
spring. 

EBISU. The god of disinterestedness, one of the 

seven deities of happiness in Japanese mythology. 

He IS represented with a round white face and a 

perpetual smile. In his right hand he carries a 

fishing rod with which he catches the sea-breame. 

the fish regarded as symbolic of good luck. (See 
snicni fukujin) ^ 
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ECHIDNA* A monster, half-woman and half-ser¬ 
pent, who by Typhon became the mother of the 
Chimajra, of the Sphinx, of the Gorgons, of the 
vulture that consumed the liver of Prometheus, 
and of Cerberus. The vast brood of Echidna sig¬ 
nified the brood of evil in nature. 

* Horribte, hideous, and of helfisb rac«, 

Born of the brooding of Echidna base.*’ 

ECHO. A nymph, whose love for Narcissus w’as 
slighted. She pined away until nothing was left 
of her but her voice. 

"Sweet Echo, sweetest nymph, that liv*st unseen." 

EDDAS, The Eddas consist of the Elder, or poetic 
Edda, and the Younger, or prose Edda. They are 
the chief vernacular source whence the knowledge 
of Norse mythology is drawn. 

EGERIA. The sacred nymph from whom Numa 
Pompilius, the successor of Romulus, received in¬ 
spiration and instruction. To her guidance was 
attributed not only his wise legislation, but also 
the ritual of public worship which he established 
in Rome. The grove where Numa met Egcria to 
receive her instructions was dedicated by him to 
the Carnen®. 

EILEITHYIA. A name given to the Greek goddess 
Hera as presiding over childbirth. She was called 
Lucina by the Romans. 

EIR. In Teutonic mythology, the goddess of heal¬ 
ing* 
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EIRENE. "Peace,” one of the Horje, the Greek 
goddess of the seasons. (See Irene) 

EKA ABASSI. The great goddess, the divine crea¬ 
tress, the great first cause, of the Ibibio Negroes 
of western Africa. She is considered as wife and 
mother of Obumo, whom she is supposed to have 
conceived without the assistance of a husband. 

EKHMEEN. The Egyptian god of productiveness 
and generation, better known as Khcm. 

EL. A Phoenician god. characterized by four eyes, 
two in front and two behind, and by three pairs of 
wings. He was identified with the planet Saturn. 
El undoubtedly corresponded to the Babylonian II. 
The Greeks and Romans identified him with 
Cronus and Saturn respectively. 

ELAGABALUS. A Syro-Pha.*nician sun god, also 
called Hcliogabalus. 

ELATHA. The Irish-Ccltic god of knowledge. 

ELBERITH. The god of Shechem, also known as 
Ba’alberith. 

ELECTRA. One of the Pleiades, who left her place 
among the stars that she might not behold the 
ruin of Troy, which was founded by her son Dar- 
danus. Another myth claimed that Electra showed 
herself occasionally to mortal eye. but always in 
the guise of a comet. Though the Pleiades arc 
seven in number, only six stars arc visible. 

Like the lost Pleiad seen no more below.” 
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ELEUTHERIOS. An epithet of Dionysus, and of 
Zeus. 

EL-LAL. The supreme being of the Patagonians of 
South America, the creator of the world and of 
the Patagonians. He cleared the earth of the wild 
animals which infested it, taught men the secrets 
of obtaining fire and of building shelters for them¬ 
selves. 

ELLI. -Old age,” represented in Norse mythology 
as a toothless old woman, the nurse of the demon 
Utgard-Loki. Elli wrestled with Thor and over¬ 
came him. 

ELVES or ALFAR. The Eddas mention the Elves 
or Alfar as being inferior to the gods but still 
possessed of great power. The Elfcs of Light were 
kindly disposed to mankind and lived in the sun¬ 
shine. They were fair, with garments of delicate 
and tran.sparcnt texture, and were lovely in appear¬ 
ance. The Elves of Night were ugly-looking dwarfs 
of dark colour who appeared only at night, for the 
rays of the sun always changed them into stones. 
They were skillful artificers in metals. Thor’s 
hammer was made by them. 

ELYSIUM or ELYSIAN FIELDS. The abode of 
the blessed in another world, where they enjoy all 
manner of purest pleasures, and. in Pindar's words, 
"a tearless eternity.” The Elysium of Ilcsiod is 
in the Isles of the Blessed, or Fortunate Isles, in 
the Western Ocean. Homer describes the Elysian 
Fields as lying on the western margin of the earth, 
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by the stream Oceanus. The august Rhadaman- 
thus rules over this happy land. 

E’MAGELANI. (See kcai) 

EMBLA. The first woman, in Norse mythology. 
The gods found two lifeless trees, the ask (ash) 
and the embla (alder) ; of the ash they made man 
and of the alder, woman. 

EMMA-O. A Japanese Buddhist god, lord of the 
infernal regions and judge of the lower world. He 
is frequently depicted with a judge’s cap on his 
head, and is usually accompanied by attendants 
who bear writing materials. 

EMPANDA. A Roman goddess, whose temple was 
always open to the poor. They were supplied 
from the temple offerings. 

EMPUSA. A Thracian hobgoblin sent by Hecate 
to frighten travellers. A messenger of evil, a vam¬ 
pire. 

EN-AI. The benign black god of the Masai Negroes 
of East Equatorial Africa, the greatest and re¬ 
motest of ail gods, the god of the elements. 

ENCELADUS. One of the hundred-armed giants 
that warred against the gods. Zeus killed him and 
buried him under the island of Sicily. According 

to the poets the struggles of Enceladus caused the 
eruptions of ^Etna. 

"Under .Mount /^tna he lies. 

It is slumber, it is not death; 

For he slrugBles at times to arise. 

And above him the lurid skies 
Are hot with his fiery breath." 

107 



ENDEIS. A nymph, who by ^acus was the moth« 
cr of Pcleus, king of the Myrmidons. 

ENDYMION. A beautiful Grecian shepherd beloved 
by the moon goddess Selene. He was condemned 
to eternal youth and everlasting sleep on the Lat- 
mian hills. Selene kissed him every night. 

•‘The moon sleeps with Endymion. and would not be awaked.'^ 

ENGAI. A high god of the Akamba and Akikuyu 
tribes in eastern Africa. The great wild fig-tree 
is sacred to Engai, and dotted about the country 
arc many of these sacred trees which serve as 
sanctuaries for murderers or other criminals. 

ENIGOHATGEA. The twin brother of Enigorio. 
ENIGORIO and ENIGOHATGEA. -'Good mind’^ 

and **bad mind/’ twin brothers who, in the mythol* 
ogy of the Iroquois Indians, symbolize the good 
and evil principles of nature. 

ENKI« 'The god of the deep/' the Sumerian water 
god of the ancient city of Eridu. He was the god 
of wisdom who invented handicrafts and the art 
of writing. Enki was identified with Ea. 

EN-LIL or BEL. The lord of rain and wind, the 
patron god of the Sumerian city of Nippur, where 
his tower temple was known as E-kur. "the moun¬ 
tain house." En-Iil is the name given to Bel in 
the oldest inscriptions, designating him as "lord 
of the ghosts.” Later, his attributes were trans¬ 
ferred to Mcrodach or Marduk. as chief Babylon¬ 
ian deity, when the storm god Zu. in the form of 
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a bird, who had snatched the tablets of destiny 
from En-lil, was in turn robbed of them by Mar- 
duk, who thus became supreme. Nin-lil was his 
consort, and shared his high rank. 

ENLULIM. A Sumerian god, shepherd of the kids 
of Ningirsu, the patron god of Lagash. 

ENMESHARA. In Babylonian mythology, an un¬ 
derworld deity of vegetation. 

ENSIGNUN or ESIGNUN. A Sumerian god who 
tended the sacred asses and drove the chariot of 
Ningirsu, the god of agriculture. 

ENSOPH or ENSOF. The absolutely infuiite God 
in Kabalism. without attributes and to be com¬ 
prehended only as the negation of all negation. 

ENYO. The Greek goddess of war. who accom¬ 
panied Arcs in battles. Enyo, called "horror.'’ 
was one of the Gra^. 

ENZU. The Chaldean moon god of Ur, called "the 
strong bull calf of En-lil.” 

EOS. The Greek goddess of dawn, daughter of 
Hyperion. Eos rose from the couch of her spouse 
Filhonus at the close of every night and, in a 
chariot drawn by swift horses, ascended up to 
heaven from the river Oceanus to announce the 

coming light of the sun. The Romans called her 
Aurora. 

"Now th« fair consort of Tithonus old. 

Arisen from her male's beloved arms. 

Look’d palely o'er the eastern cliff." 
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EPHIALTES. A giant who was deprived of his 
left eye by Apollo* and of his right eye by Her¬ 
cules. He and his brother Otus were called Aloadae. 

EPIMETHEUS. The son of lapetus and Clymene* 
one of the Oceanides. In spite of the warning of 
his brother Prometheus not to receive any present 
from. Zeus, Epimetheus accepted Pandora as his 
wife, and thus brought sorrow to the human race. 

EPONA. The Gaulish horse goddess, protectress 
of horses, of which the Gauls were great breeders. 
At Mayence a bas-relief exists which depicts Epona 
riding upon a horse. 

EPUNAMUN. A war god of the Araucanian In¬ 
dians of Chile, probably of Peruvian origin. 

ERATO. The Greek Muse who presided over lyric 
and amorous poetry. Erato was represented as 
crowned with roses and myrtle, holding a lyre in 
her hand. 

ERCLE or HERCLE. One of the Novensiles, the 
nine great gods of the Etruscans. 

EREBUS. A deity of the lower world and son of 
Chaos. He was the father of -Ether and Hcmcra, 
by his sister Nox. Erebus was also a dark and 
gloomy region where all was dreary and cheerless. 
According to Homer, it lay between the earth and 
Hades. Beneath the latter was Tartarus. Oriental 
scholars derive the name of Erebus from the He¬ 
brew, ercb, evening. The Greeks called the cone 
of shadow which is always trailing behind the 
earth and which reaches as far as the moon, the 
region of Erebus or the abyss of Hecate. 
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ERESH-KIGAL. "The dark goddess” another 
name of the Babylonian Allatu, the stern goddess 
of the infernal regions, consort of the sun god 
Nergal. 

ERICHTHONIUS. The son of Hephjestus and 
Gxa; the founder and king of Athens. His body 
was said to have been half-dragon and half-ser¬ 
pent. When an infant, Erichthonius was con¬ 
cealed by Athena in a chest, which she intrusted 
to the three daughters of Cecrops—Herse, Aglau- 
ros, and Pandrosos—with the injunction not to 
open the lid. But, disobeying the command, they 
looked within and beheld the child in the form of 
a serpent, whereupon they were seized with mad¬ 
ness and threw themselves down from the rock 
of the Acropolis. Erichthonius was supposed to 
have invented the chariot to hide the lower part of 
his body. 

ERINYES. Dirae or Furire (Furies). According to 
thcogony, (he Erinyes sprang from the blood of 
Uranus, when he was mutilated by his son Saturn. 
The Erinyes brought retribution upon those who 
violated the laws of natural piety, hospitality, etc., 
or were guilty of perjury or homicide. At Athens 
they were worshipped as the "revered goddesses” 
and at Sicyon as the "kind deities.” It is gener¬ 
ally thought that these appellations were propiti¬ 
atory ones and meant to appease. The Furite, like 
the Fates, were three in number, and were named 
Alecto, Megaira, and Tisiphone. They were also 
called Eumenides, or "venerated goddesses.” 
through a superstitious motive. 
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ERIS. The goddess of discord, and one of the five 
attendants of Ares. 

EROS. The oldest and the youngest of the gods. 
In the Orphic mysteries, Eros was one of the 
principal gods. Born from the cosmic egg pro¬ 
duced by Xox, the goddess of night, Eros was a 
personification of the principle of attraction, and 
was represented by Hesiod as the first of the gods; 
the god of love. In the Orphic mysteries he was 
called Protogonus, as a pantheistic generator of 
the universe. Eros was identified with the Roman 
Cupid, also called Amor. 

ERUA. A Babylonian goddess of the waters, con¬ 
sort of the god Nebo, the patron deity of Bor- 
sippa. 

ERYTHEA or ERYTHEIS. One of the Grecian 
nymphs who guarded the golden apples in the 
garden of the Hespcridcs. 

ESAUGETUH EMISSEE. "Master of breath." who 
moulded the first man from the clay which sur¬ 
rounded his abode, the chief god of the Creek, 
Seminole and Choctaw Indians, the deity of the 
wind. 

ESHMUN. A Sidonian god of the sun, the god of 
vital force and healing. Eshmun was also wor¬ 
shipped at Carthage. 

E-SHOCK-E-TOM-E-SEE. The “great spirit" of 
the Seminole Indians, who lives above the clouds. 
The Seminole believes that his soul will make its 
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last journey to the happy hunting-ground of his 
fathers, winging its way over the seven-coloured 
rainbow of the heavens, which is the “highway of 
the great spirit.’' 

ESIGNUN or ENSIGNUN. A god of the Sumer¬ 
ians, the people who originated the civilization 
whence sprang the culture of Babylonia and 
Assyria. Esignun was the deity who protected the 
sacred asses of Xingirsu. the god of agriculture. 

ESSEGHE-MALAN. The thunder bearer of the 
Buriats of western Mongolia. He has a box with 
round stones; by throwing them on the earth he 
produces thunder and lightning. 

ESUS. (See UEsus) 

ETHER. Motlier of the Finnish sea goddess 
Ilinatcr. 

EUBffiA. A daughter of the river god .‘\sterion, 
who with her sisters Actxa and Prosymna acted 
as nurse to Hera. 

EUMENIDES. The "good tempered goddesses.” A 
name given by the Greeks to the Furies, as it 
would have been bad policy to call them by their 
right name. Erinyes or Furies. 

EUNOMIA. The goddess of order or wise legisla¬ 
tion. Eunomia was one of the Hora?. 

EUPHROSYNE. The goddess of cheerfulness and 
nurth. Euphrosyne was one of the three Graces. 
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EUROPA. A daughter of the Phoenician king 
Agenor. Zeus, charmed by her beauty, assumed 
the form of a white bull, and when Europa, en¬ 
couraged by the tameness of the animal, ventured 
to mount his back, Zeus advanced into the sea and 
swam with her to the island of Crete. There she 
became the mother of Minos, Rhadamanthus and 
Sarpedon. 

EURUS. The Greek cast wind, called by the Latins 
Vulturous. 

'■While southern gales or western oceans roll, 

And Eurus steals his ice-winds from the pole.” 

EURYALE. One of the three Corgons. 

EURYDICE. The wife of Orpheus, who was killed 
by a serpent on her wedding night. Orpheus sang 
his grief to all who breathed the upper air. both 
gods and men. but finding it unavailing, resolved 
to seek Eurydice in the regions of the dead. When 
he sang his tender strains with the music of his 
lyre, the very ghosts shed tears. 

•'Of bi<i the soul of Orpheus sing 
Such notes as warbled to the string, 

Drew Iron tears down Pluto's cheek. 

And made bell grant what love did seek.'' 

EURYNOME. a sea goddess, daughter of Ocea- 
nus. represented as half-fish. She ruled with 
Ophion over Olympus till they were dethroned by 
Saturn and Rhea. 

"And fabled how the serpent, whom they call’d 
Ophion, with Eurynoroc, the wide* 

Encroaching Eve perhaps, had first the rule 
Oi high Olympus^ thence by Saturn drivco/ 
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EUTERPE. The Greek Muse of lyric poetry and 
music. Euterpe was generally represented as hold¬ 
ing two flutes. 
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FAFNIR- A venom-breathing dragon, in the Ice¬ 
landic Volsunga Saga, the guardian of stolen 
treasures. Hence Fafnir was considered as the 
darkness that steals the day. 

FAIRIES. “Fair or still folk.” “people of peace.” 
supernatural beings or spirits, supposed to assume 
a diminutive human form and to take part for 
good or evil in the aflFairs of mankind. They live 
in a region called Fairyland. (Sec elves) 

“And, on tho lawny sands and shelves. 

Trip the pert fairies and the dapper elves.” 

FAMA. The Roman goddess of rumour, whether 
good or bad. Whatever she heard she announced 
at first in a whisper addressed only to a few per¬ 
sons. then by degrees louder and to a larger circle, 
until finally she traversed heaven and earth com¬ 
municating it. Fama was represented as winged 
and holding a trumpet. According to Ovid, she 
dwelt “in a palace of sounding brass with a thou¬ 
sand entrances.” 

FATES. The three Roman goddesses of fate or 
destiny. They were called Parca: by the Greeks. 

FATUA. (See fauna) 

FATUM. The Roman name for the Greek goddess 
of fate, Ananke. 
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FAUNA, FATUA or BONA DEA. A Latin god¬ 
dess, the sister and wife of Faunus. No man was 
allowed to enter her temple. She was remarkable 
not only for her modesty but for her extensive 
and varied knowledge. She was identified with 
Terra, Tellus and Ops. 

FAUNI. The deities of fields and herds, represented 
with the legs, feet and ears of goats, and the rest 
of human shape. The fauns of Latin mythology 
were analogous to the satyrs of the Greeks. 

FAUNUS. This Latin deity resembled somewhat 
the Grecian Pan. and was worshipped as the god 
of fields and shepherds. Faunus was regarded as 
a prophetic god as well as being guardian of the 
secret lore of nature. 

FEBRIS. The Roman goddess of fever, worshipped 

as the averter of fever. She had three sanctuaries 
at Rome. 


FEJOKOO. “The supplier of yams," a local god 

of the Negro tribes dwelling on the banks of the 

•Niger. He is represented in clay at the celebration 
of the yam festival. 

FENG-HWANG. A pheasantlike bird of rich plum¬ 
age. tabled to appear in the land on the accession 
ot a sage to the throne, or when right principles 
arc about to prevail, according to Chinese mythol- 

ogy. 


^ influences for good and evil 

tures'of iV natural fea- 

f the landscape. Ictig is wind, shut is water. 
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Wind is what cannot be seen, and water what 
cannot be grasped. Feng-shui are spoken of with 
reverence and awe. 

FENRIS or WOLF FENRIS. An offspring of the 
Norse god Loki. He was bound by Odin with a 
ribbon fashioned of six things, viz: the noise made 
by a cat’s footfall, the beards of women, the roots 
of stones, the breath of fishes, the nerves of bears, 
and the spittle of birds. It was believed that when 
the destruction of the world conies, Fenris will 
break his bands and join the enemies of the gods. 
(See ragnarok) 

FERONIA. An Etruscan goddess of flowers, wor¬ 
shipped with great solemnity by the Sabines. She 
was a protectress of freedmen and of markets, and 
during the time of her festival great markets were 
held in the grove around her temple. 

FIDES. The Roman goddess of the virtue of good 
faith. 

FIDIUS DIUS. A Latin deity, whose name often 
occurs in adjurations. Fidius Dius was the god of 
honour or of good faith. 

FLORA. The Roman goddess of flowers, called by 
the Creeks Chloris. 

FO-HI. One of the chief deities of the Chinese 
Buddhists. His mother, Moyc, was walking one 
day along a river when she became suddeidy en¬ 
circled by a rainbow, and at the end of twelve 
years became the mother of Fo-hi. During gesta- 
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tion she dreamed that she was pregnant by a 
white elephant^ and hence the honours paid to this 
aninuL 


FOHSU. A friendly goddess of the African Cape 
Coast tribes. She is white of colour and assists 
her worshippers in collecting salt. 

FOMORIANS. The gods of death, of night and of 
storm, in Irish mythology; the wicked gods. 

FONGE. A Samoan deity, father of the rain god 
Saato. Fonge was represented by a rude unshapen 
stone, which received the worship of his votaries. 

FONS. A Roman god of fountains, son of Janus 
and the water nymph Juturna. 

FORNAX. The Roman goddess of ovens. Fornax 
was probably a form of Vesta. 

FORSETI. A deity apparently of Frisian origin, 
whose chief seat was Heligoland. He was wor- 
shipped as a god of Justice. In Norse mythology, 

orseti was the son of Baldur, and was called the 
peacemaker. 


FORTUNA Fortuna was the Roman goddess of 
fortune. Like the Greek Tyche. she personified 
hat uriscen power believed to exercise such arbi- 
rary dominion over human affairs. As guiding 
the destinies of men, whether prosperously or the 

u represented holding a double 

rudder m her hands-the one to steer the bark of 

unfortunate. Some¬ 
times she held a cornucopia. 
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FORTUNATE ISLES. Pindar places Elysium in 
the Isles of the Blessed, or Fortunate Isles. 

FOSETA. A Frisian goddess who had a temple in 
Fosetis'land, later called Heligoland. 

FRAVASHIS. The departed spirits, in Aryan 
mythology, corresponding to the Pitris of the 
Hindus, and called by the Iranians, “the awful 
Fravashis of the faithful." By the Persian imag¬ 
ination. the Fravashis were elevated into higher 
and higher spheres, and are found often mentioned 
as "genii of the stars." 

FREY. (See freyr) 

FREYA. The most propitious of the Norse deities. 
Freya was the goddess of love and beauty. Her 
special robe was one of feathers, in which she 
could fly far and wide. She was one of the Vanir. 
daughter of Njorth and sister of Freyr. Freya 
loved music, spring and flowers, and was particu¬ 
larly fond of the Elves. 

FREYR or FREY. A Vanir deity of fruitfulness, 
love, prosperity and peace, llis union with Gcrthr 
was doubtless a mythical account of the spring 
awakening of vegetation. The splendid temple at 
Upsala was dedicated to him. Freyr presided over 
rain and sunshine and all the fruits of the earth. 

FRIGG or FRIGGA. The wife of Odin and god¬ 
dess of the sky. She was the patron of ships and 
presided over marriage and the domestic life. 
Frigg wept golden tears for her son Baldur. She 
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had dominion not only in heaven, but also in the 
nether world. Friday was named in her honour. 
She was often represented driving a car drawn 
by two cats. 


FUDO. A Japanese god of fire and of wisdom. He 
sits, stern and immovable, surrounded with flames 
which are interpreted as symbols of wisdom. 


FUKUROKUJU. The god of longevity and of 
wealth, distinguished by a singularly long high 
head, believed to be emblematic of all he gives to 
mankind. Fukurokuju is one of the seven deities 
of happiness in Japanese mythology, and is always 
accompanied by the white crane, symbolic of 
longevity. (See SHtcui FUKfjiN) 

FUM or FUNG (the phoenix). One of the four 
symbolical animals supposed to preside over the 
destinies of the Chinese empire, and called “the 
mandarin of time.*' It has the forepart of a goose, 
the hindquarters of a stag, the neck of a snake, the 
tail of a fish, the forehead of a fowl, the down of 
a duck, the marks of a dragon, the back of a tor¬ 
toise. the face of a swallow and the beak of a 
cock. This curious creature is embroidered on the 
dresses of certain mandarins. 


FUNAN. The moon goddess, “the only and eter- 

bv Usi-Neno. worshipped 

»> the Timoreesc in the Indian Archipelago. The 

caUed fh'**''” sometimes 

called the sun god's wife. 

FUNG. (See fum) 
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FURI^ or FURIES. Three Latin goddesses of 
vengeance. Their heads were wreathed with ser¬ 
pents and their whole appearance was terrific and 
appalling. They were called Erinyes by the 

Greeks. 

•'Come the blind Fury with abhorred shears, 

And slits the thin^spun 
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GAD. A god of the early Semitic peoples of north¬ 
ern Arabia. Gad meant “fortune” or “luck." 

GSiA or GE. The Greek personification of the 
broad-bosomed earth, described as the first being 
that sprung from Chaos. By Uranus, she became 
the mother of Cronus, who later dethroned his 
father. Uranus. Gaa is also called Tellus and Ops. 

GAKI. "Hungry souls." or deteriorated forms of 
wandering human souls, in Japanese folklore, who 
perpetually suffer from hunger and thirst, and be¬ 
fore whom any food or drink is consumed in 

flames. The Gaki flock wherever there is food and 
drink. 

GALALIM. a Sumerian god. whose duty it was 
to guard the throne of his father. Ningirsu, the 
patron god of Lagash, 

GALATEA. A sea nymph, daughter of Nercus and 

uons. beloved by the cyclops Polyphemus who. 

m h«s jealous rage destroyed her lover Acis with 

a rock torn from the mountain side. Acis was 

changed into a stream that bore his name, near 
Mount ;Etna. 

Hi^rodules, or attendants, in the temple 
of the Phrygian goddess Cybclc; emasculated 
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GANDAK. A special divinity of the Dorns of north¬ 
ern India. He is invoked on all important occa¬ 
sions; but he is pre-eminently a god of theft. A 
successful raid is always celebrated by a sacrifice 
and feast in his honour. His consort is Samaiya. 

GANDHARVA. A Hindu god of light, dwelling in 
the upper spaces of the air. He is the guardian of 
the sacred Soma plant and is described as beauti¬ 
ful and clothed in sweet-smelling garments. 

GANESA. "Lord of the spirits," in Hindu mythol¬ 
ogy, the god of wisdom or prudence, and the re¬ 
mover of obstacles. Ganesa is often invoked at 
the beginning of literary works, to insure their 
success. He is the son of Siva and Parvati, and 
is represented as short and fat, yellow or red in 
colour. He has the head of an elephant, a symbol 
of wisdom, on a man’s body, and is riding on a 
rat. 

"And on the middle porch god Ganesa, 

With disc .and hook—to bring wisdom and wealth— 
rropitious sate, wreathing his sidelong trunk." 

GANGA. The benign goddess of the Ganges river. 
In a temple near Benares, Ganga is represented 
by a richly dressed intage in white m.trblc, seated 
on a crocodile, with a crown on her licad; she h.TS 
four hands, one hanging down, the second up¬ 
lifted, the third grasping a lotus flower, the fourth 
holding a brass vessel. 

GANYMEDE. This deity, remarkable for hts 
beauty, was carried off to Olympus by an eagle, 
to be the cupbearer of Zeus. 
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GARUDA. A Hindu supernatural being, half-man, 

half-bird, with golden body and red wings. Garuda 

is also a sun god, and as such was ihc enemy of 

the Xagas or snake gods. One legend relates that 

the gods mistook him for Agni and worshipped 
him. 


GAURI. "The yellow or brilliant." the Hindu har¬ 
dest goddess, who casts her golden mantle over 
the verdant spring. Gauri is one of the names of 
Devi, the consort of Siva. She is represented by a 
bundle of the wild flowering balsam plant, touch- 

me-not. No men take part in the ceremony of her 
festivals. 


GAUTAMA. Gautama, surnamed Buddha, the chief 

deity of Burma, whose favorite offering is a paper 
umbrella. 

GE. (See c.ea) 

sod of ancient Egypt, father of 
Usins and consort of the sky goddess Nut. 

GEBELEIZEA. a Thracian god, better known as 

^amoUis. 

punishment for the 
of Israera^^^;:’:; ^^hatology 

And black Gehenna called, the type of hcIL" 

patron deities of seamen and voyagers Zei.e 

onZZ7:rT. - Ce^i^i.r-Tw-rs 

account of their mutual attachment. 
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GENIUS. The spirit of the masculine energy or 
virility of a man, with whom it was born and died. 
The genius was also considered as the divine 
double of a man, accompanying him during his 
lifetime. In Roman mythology, the genius of the 
head of the household was worshipped along with 
the Lares and Penates; a tutelary spirit. The spirit 
of the feminine energy is called Juno. 

GERTHR or GERDA. The most beautiful of 
women, the wife of Frcyr, the Vanir god of fruit¬ 
fulness, love, prosperity and peace. Gerthr was 
doubtless the stern, unyielding but beautiful win¬ 
ter, conquered by the spring and the sun god 
Freyr. 

GERYON. A monster with three bodies and power¬ 
ful wings, who dwelt in the island of Erythcia, 
which lay at the west, under the rays of the set¬ 
ting sun. He was slain by Hercules, one of whose 
labours was to carry off Geryon's herd of purple 
oxen (the rain-giving clouds), which were guarded 
by the two-headed dog Orthus. 

GHANSYAM DEO. The protecting deity of the 
crops, worshipped by the Gonds of India. At his 
festival, the god himself is said to descend on the 
head of one of the worshippers. This one is seized 
with a kind of fit and rushes off into the jungle, 
but is brought back later and cared for by the 
people. They con.sidcr that he is thus singled out 
as a scapegoat for the sins of the rest of the 
village. 


126 



GHOUL. Among Eastern nations, the Ghoul is an 
imaginary evil being who robs graves and feeds 
upon corpses. 

“They arc neither man nor woman. 

They arc neither brute nor human, 

They are Ghouls." 

GIANTS. (See cicantes) 

GIBIL. The god of fire, a protecting deity of the 
paldcans. Referring to Gibil's assistance in metal¬ 
lurgy, one of their hymns says, ‘Tt is thou who 
mixest tin and copper, it is thou who purifiest 
Sliver and gold.” He is considered the same as 
the Babylonian Girru. 

GIGANTES. The sons of Uranus and Gsa, who. 

according to Hesiod, sprang from the blood of 

the wound Uranus received from his son Cronus. 

borne of them, as Cottus. Briarcus and Gyges. had 

fifty heads and one hundred arms. They made an 

attack u^pon heaven, but were destroyed by the 

gods, who buried many of them under ^ina and 
Other volcanoes. 


GILGAMESH epic. The remains of a copy of 
this old mythological poem of Babylonia were 

NA-hurbanipafs 


Babylonian pan- 

tfieon. He was called "the terrible god who de- 
goTof"''-,h^ purifying fire.” Girru was the 

fire o ten ""'I 

He’i. against sorcery. 

He IS identified with the Chaldean Gibil. ^ 
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GISH. The war god of the Kafirs of Kafirislan, 
near Afghanistan. To liken a Kafir to Gish is to 
pay him the highest possible compliment. 

GITCHE MANITO. (See maxito) 

GLADSHEIM. The home of brightness or glad* 
ness. The dwelling place of Odin and the other 
twelve deities, the yEsir of the Norse pantheon. 

GLETI. The African spirit of the moon. (See 
lissa) 

GNA. The messenger of the goddess Frigga. Gna 
rode on winged horses and kept her mistress in¬ 
formed as to the affairs of mortals. 

GNOMES. From the Greek gc-nomos, earth- 
dwellers. In German folklore these diminutive 
beings of a fabled race were supposed to inhabit 
the inner parts of the earth, and to be the guard¬ 
ians of mines and quarries. 

GOBLINS. In medieval folklore, goblins were 
imaginary ugly creatures of malignant influence, 
supposed to inhabit caves or chinks in trees. The 
word goblin is of uncertain origin. 

GOD. A being of more than human attributes and 
powers, conceived as dominating nature or some 
province of nature, and to whom worship is due 
and acceptable. 

GOHELI PENU. The god of the stable, a deity 
of the natives of Madras, who protects the ani¬ 
mals from tigers. 
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GOLDEN FLEECE. The fleece of gold which was 
taken from the ram that bore Phrixus through tlie 
air to Colchis. This golden fleece was placed by 
^etes, king of Colchis, in a sacred grove, where 
it was guarded by a sleepless dragon until it was 
stealthily won by the Argonaut Jason. 

GORGONS. Three sisters, daughters of Echidna, 
whose names were Stheno, Euryale and Medusa. 
The first two were immortal while Medusa was 
not. They all had snaky hair, according to the 
mythologists, and bodies covered with impenetra¬ 
ble scales. Their teeth were like boar's tusks, and 
their hands were of brass. All those upon whom 
they fixed their eyes were turned to stone. “Whom 

no one can look on and retain the breath of exist¬ 
ence." 


Corgnn rising from the infernal Jakes 
With horrors armed, and curls of hissing snakes. 

Should fix me, 5tifrcned al the monstrous sight, 

A stony image in eternal night.*' 

GOURI. The Hindu goddess of abundance. 

GOVANNON. The god of smithcraft and work¬ 
manship. of the British Celts. It was Govannon 

Who made the weapons of the gods and brewed 
their mighty ale. 

graces or GRATI.®. a triple personification of 

wTr? a"? <l>cse goddesses 

solent^®^'^ ^'presented the harmony and 

and Enphrosync, cheerfulness 

and mtrth; and Thai,a. feasts and dances They 

rnTa»ra*eh'’"'' 'hat fs beautiful 

and attractive the physical as well as in the 
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social world. At a later period, one of these Graces 
was supposed to represent a favour conferred, 
another a favour received, while the third desig¬ 
nated the return made for benefits. The Greeks 
called them Charitcs. 

GR.ffi.ffi or PHORCYDES. The daughters of Phor- 
cys and Ceto, who were hoary-haired from birth, 
Grxae meaning the grey maids. They were guard¬ 
ians of the Gorgons. Their names. Enyo, Dcino 
and Pephredo, meant, respectively, "horror,’* 
"dread” and "alarm.” They were hideous crea¬ 
tures, swan-formed, having one eye and one tooth 
in common, "on whom neither the sun with his 
beams, nor the nightly moon ever looks.” 

GRATIffi. (See graces) 

GREAT MOTHER, The great native goddess of 
Anatolia, whose chief name was Cybele. 

GRYPHON or GRIFFON. A fabulous animal with 
the body of a lion and the head and wings of an 
eagle, who dwelt in the Rhipxan mountains, be¬ 
tween the Hyperboreans and the one-eyed Arimas- 
pians of Scythia, and guarded the gold. 

•*As when a Gryphon throu<?h the wilderness, 

With winged course, o'er hill and moory dale. 

Pursues the ArimAspiin w*ho by stealth 
Hath from his wakeful custody purloined 
His guarded gold." 

GUAMAONOCON. The goddc.ss of the earth, of 
the Antillean Indians, called "mother earth.” 

GUECUBU or HUECUVU. "The wanderer with¬ 
out,” an evil demon believed in by the Araucanian 
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Indians of Chile. They attribute all misfortunes 
that occur to Guecubu. If an earthquake happens 
Guecubu has caused it. If a horse tires Guecubu 
has ridden him. 

GULA, AA, AYA. or ANUNIT. The goddess of 
healing, the Chaldean female power of the sun. 
She was also a moon goddess, and as such presided 
over life and fecundity. Her emblem was the 
eight-rayed disc. She was commonly associated 
with the sun god Shamash in temples and in in¬ 
vocations. Gula was the consort of Xinib. 

GWYNN. Cymric underworld deity. who con¬ 
ducted the souls of the slain to .Annwn. In later 
Welsh legend he is a king of the fairies. 

GYGES. “The furrower,” one of the Hecatoncheires. 

COTTCS) 
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HADAD. (See adad) 

HADES. The place of departed spirits. It was 
separated into two divisions, Elysium and Tartarus, 
the respective abodes of the good and the bad, 
according to the Greek mythology. Hades was also 
a name of the god of the nether world, and an 
epithet of Pluto. 

HADU. The Teutonic god who dispensed the for¬ 
tunes of war. He was represented as blind because 
he dealt out his gifts at random. 

HAHA. The domestic gods of the Yurak Samoyeds, 
Arctic natives. Usually each family has at least 
one male and one female domestic deity: they are 
kept covered on a special sledge, the haha-slcdgc, 
which is not used for any other purpose, and when 
the family moves, special haha-rcindeer draw the 
sledge. 

HAIMAVATI. One of the epithets of the Hindu 
goddess Devi. 

HAK or HEKA. A frog-headed Egyptian goddess 
of the tombs. Hak is figured on sarcophagi; and 
lamps dating from Coptic times, bearing the 
image of a frog with the legend *T am the resur¬ 
rection,” show that she played a part in the doc¬ 
trine of resurrection. In the old Egyptian belief, 
frogs were born of the mud which the Nile fer- 
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tilized at the annual inundation. Hence they came 
to believe in the spontaneous generation of the 
frog. 


HALCYONE. A sea nymph, daughter of ^oius 
and wife of Cey.x, king of Trachinia. Ceyx was 
drowned as he was going to consult the oracle of 
Glares in Ionia. Halcyone, having been apprized 
of his fate in a dream, found his corpse on the 
shore. In her grief she threw herself into the sea. 
The gods, out of compassion, metamorphosed both 
her and her husband into halcyons. For seven 
days before and seven after the shortest day of 
the year, while halcyons build and sit on their nests 
on the surface of the sea, i^olus restrains his 
\sinds and the sea is calm. The ancients regarded 
the halcyon as the symbol of tranquillity, hence the 
term halcyon days.” It was consecrated to Thetis, 
the sea goddess. 


HALOA or ALOA. A festival at Athens, in honour 
o emeter and Dionysus. The ofTcrings consisted 
of nothing but the productions of the earth. 

HALTIA The household spirit of the Baltic Finns, 
and called by them "the ruler." When entering a 
room for the first time in the day. they would al¬ 
ways say. "Good morning. Ruler." and the sound 
ol a rap would be heard. 

lymphs, in classical 
m> hology. who were believed to perish with the 

wi r V abodes, and 

with which they had come into existence. 

HAN-HER. The Egyptian Mars, also called Onuris. 
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HANUMAN. A Hindu monkey god, the son of the 
wind and a monkey nymph. In the “Ramayana” 
he leads the monkey hosts that assist Rama, and 
is described as huge in stature, golden in colour, 
with a ruby face. Hanunian is held in great ven¬ 
eration in the island of Ceylon and in the Asiatic 
peninsula. The pagodas in which he is worshipped 
are adorned with the utmost magnificence. 

HAOKAH. The thunder god of the Sioux Indians. 
The wind is the stick he uses to beat tlie thunder 
drum, and he hurls the lightning in the shape of 
thunderbolts or meteors. 

HAPI. The name Hapi was commonly applied to 
the god Xilus. who was always shown in human 
form, a man, but with the breasts of a woman, to 
symbolize fertility. As Hapi he performed a con¬ 
spicuous part in the ceremonial of Amcnti. He 
was also worshipped as the third member of the 
triad composed of Ra. Piah and Nilus—the sun, 
the creative power, and the river. 

"It flows throuch old hushed Ecypt .ind its sands 
Like some grave mighty thought threading a dream.'* 

HARA-BEREZAITI. "The holy mountain,” which 
rises from the eartli, througli the sphere of the 
stars and that of the sun, into the splicre of "end¬ 
less light." the dwelling of Ahiira-Mazda. The 
gods offer sacrifices to each other on the heights of 
Hara-Dcrcz.iiti. 

HARMACHIS. An Egyptian .sun god, called 
"Horus in the Horizon," one of the gods of Heli¬ 
opolis. He often bears the title of Ra-Harmachis 
to make his character unmistakable. 
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HARMONIA. The daughter of Ares and Aphrodite 
and the wife of Cadmus. At their marriage, Vul¬ 
can, to avenge the infidelity of her mother, gave 
Harmonia a necklace that proved fatal to all who 
possessed it. 

HARPIES. (St’e harpyi^) 

HARPOCRATES. An Egyptian deity, represented 
as holding one finger on the lips, and called the 
god of silence. He is said to designate the infant 
Horus. According to Porphyry, the Egyptians 
worshipped, under the symbol of silence, the 
source of all things: hence came the mysterious 
statue of Harpocrates with the finger on the 
mouth. 

HARPYI.ffi or HARPIES. Winged monsters with 
female faces, "with perpetual hunger pale,” and 
the bodies, wings and claws of birds. They emitted 
a noisome stench and polluted whatever they 
touched. The Harpyia: were three in ntimber, 
and their names were Aello, Ocypete, and Celajno. 

HATHOR, The Egyptian goddess of the sky, called 
house of Horus,” because Horus, the sun, rose 
and set in her. She was worshipped under several 
forms. As the personification of the sky she was 
figured as a cow deity, crowned with the disc and 
tuo plumes. Hathor was also the goddess of love 
and joy. Many festivals were dedicated to her, 
and her magnificent temple at Dcnderah still exists. 

HAVGAN. a Cymric king of Annwn (Hades) and 
f'val of Arawn. 
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HEAMMAWIHIO. A principal god of the Chey¬ 
enne Indians, “who lives up aloft.” They have 
also a god called Ahktunowihio. "who lives un¬ 
der the ground.” Both deities are beneficent and 
they possess like powers. 

HEBE or JUVENTAS. The lovely goddess of 
youth, who was the daughter of Zeus and Hera. 
Hebe was the cupbearer of tlie gods before Gany¬ 
mede. 

"And smiling Hebe from the Ambrosial stream 
Fills for a god the bowl." 

HEBESIO. Tlic thunder god of the Awuna tribes 
of the African Gold Coast, who believe that their 
heads arc sacred, being associated in some mys¬ 
terious way with the presence of the protective 
spirit of Hebesio. Hence they carefully guard 
their heads lest any injury might entail the loss of 
reason, and bring down the wrath of the thunder¬ 
ing god. 

HECATE. A mysterious deity, goddess of the moon 
“before she has risen and after she has set.” 
Probably of Thracian origin. Hecate was consid¬ 
ered as combining the characters of moon god¬ 
dess, earth goddess and underworld goddess. Her 
offerings consisted of dogs, honey, and black 
lambs. Later she was conceived as the dark god¬ 
dess of magic and witchery, wandering about with 
the souls of the dead, her approach being an¬ 
nounced by the whining and howling of dogs. 

witchcraft cctcbratea 
l*a]c Hecate's orTcrlngs.'* 


136 



HECATONCHEIRES. The hundred-handed giants, 
Briareus, Cottus, and Gyges. sons of Uranus and 
Gaea. The Hecatoncheires probably personihed the 
crashing waves of the sea. 


HECTOR, The son of Priam, king of Troy, and 
Hecuba. His wife was Andromache. He slew 
Patroclus, and thus aroused Achilles, who chased 
Hector three times around the walls of Troy, 
slew him, fastened him to his chariot and dragged 
him to the Grecian camp. Zeus commanded 
-Achilles to give the body to Priam, and it was 
buried with great honours. “And so horse-taming 
Hector’s rites gave up his soul to rest.” 


HECUBA. The wife of king Priam and mother of 
Hector and Paris. After the fall of Troy she was 
carried away as a slave by the Greeks. She was 
afterward metamorphosed into a dog. and threw 
herself mto the sea at a place called Cynossema. or 
the tomb of the dog." 


of sky god, the warder 

the eraV ' ' hears 

the sheep s back. He.mdal dwelt on the border 
of heaven and prevented the giants from forcing 

Wemblin’' r^'nhow bridge. Bifrost, "the 

earth. {Set racnarok) 

" M-if o' 

Hci-tiki is worn , " human fetus, 

--ks of the spirit^, of":n,ht7chnrrer:h: I”,: 




believed to be especially malicious because they 
have been cheated out of the chance of life. 

HEKA. An Egyptian goddess of the tombs, also 
called Hak. 

HEL. “The hollow place,” the Teutonic underworld 
of the dead. 

HEL or HELA. The daughter of Loki; goddess of 
the dead, and queen of the lower regions, where 
she was cast by Odin, She dwell beneath the 
roots of the sacred ash tree Yggdrasill. and had 
dominion over the Nine Worlds. “Gloomy rivers 
flowed through her drear abode. The air was fog, 
her maids were dead women." 

“Down Jhe yawning sleep he rode 
That led (o Ilela's drear abode." 

HELEN. The daughter of Zeus and Leda, whose 
beauty was proverbial. “She moves a goddess and 
she looks a queen.” Helen was the wife of Mcne- 
laus, king of Sparta, and was carried off to Troy 
by Paris. This act caused the Trojan war. 

HELIOGABALUS or ELAGABALUS. A Syro- 
phocnician sun deity. According to Herodian. a 
Greek writer on Roman history, the god Helio- 
gabalus was worshipped under the form of a large 
black stone of conical shape. This description is 
confirmed by the medals of Emesa, the principal 
scat of his worship, on which the conical stone is 
represented. A Roman emperor, infamous for 
shameless profligacy, adopted the name of Hclio- 
gabalus. 
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HELIOS. The Greek god of the sun, called Sol by 
the Romans. He was the brother of Selene and 
described as the “long-shadow-casting shepherd of 
mortal life.” At a later time Helios became identi¬ 
fied with Apollo. 

HELLE. The sister of Phrixus, who fell from the 
ram with the golden fleece into the body of water 
which was called after her. the Hellespont. 

■'WTjcre beauteous Hcllc found a watery grave.” 


HEMERA. The daughter of Erebus, the god of 
darkness, and his sister No.x, the goddess of night. 

HENO. The god of thunder, rain and fertility 
among the Iroquois Indians. Heno not only hurls 
his bolts at evil doers, but also cools and refreshes 
the ground with showers, ripens the harvest and 
matures the fruits of the earth. 


HEPH^STUS or VULCAN. The god of fire, and 
son of Zeus and Hera. He was born lame and his 
mother was so shocked at the sight of him that 
she flung him from Olympus. He was the god of 
volcanic and natural fire, and of the arts of pottery 
ing and metal working dependent upon fire. 
'■Ltna and other places where there was subter- 
Mtican fire, were regarded as the forges of 
Heph^stus. The Cyclopes were his assistants. 
According to some, it was upon the isle of Lemnos 
that he fell, when flung from Olympus. 


'From morn 

To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A summer's day; and with the setting sun 
Dropped from the Zenith, like a falling glar, 
Un Lemnos, the ..tgcan isle.” 
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HEQET. An Egyptian frog-headed goddess, 
mother of one of the forms of Horus. 

HERA or JUNO. The Olympian goddess, queen 
of heaven; sister and wife of Zeus, whose power 
and honour she shared. Hera was the daughter 
of Cronus and Gaea. The willow, the pomegranate, 
the dittany and the lily were her sacred plants. 
Among the birds, the cuckoo, and afterward the 
peacock, were emblems of the Olympian queen. 

HERACLES. The Greek name for the Roman Her¬ 
cules. 

HERCLE or ERCLE. One of the nine great Etrus¬ 
can gods, the hurlcrs of thunderbolts, called No- 
vensiles. 

HERCULES or HERACLES. The son of Zeus and 
Alcmene, celebrated for his strength and for 
achieving twelve great labours. These were: (1) 
the killing of the invulnerable Nemean lion; (2) 
the killing of the Lcrnean hydra; (3) the capture 
of the Erymanthian boar; (4) the capture of the 
Cerynean hind; (5) the killing of tlic man-eating 
Stymphalian birds; (6) the procuring of the girdle 
of Hippolyte. queen of the Amazons: (7) the 
cleaning of the Augean stables; (8) the capture of 
the Cretan bull; (9) the capture of the man-eating 
marcs of Diome<lcs; (10) the fetching of the pur¬ 
ple oxen of Geryon; (11) the procuring of the 
golden apples of the Hcsperidcs; (12) the bringing 
of Cerberus up from the lower world. 

HERMAPHRODITUS. The son of Hermes and 
Aphrodite, while bathing in a fountain in Caria, 
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was seen by the nymph Salmacis. She became 
enamoured of him and prayed the gods that she 
nught be so closely united to him that “the twain 
might become one flesh.” The doctrine of an¬ 
drogynous divinities lies at the very foundation of 
the earliest pagan worship. The union of the two 
sexes was regarded by the ancient priesthoods as 
a symbol of the generation of the universe, and 
hence originated those strange types and still 
stranger ceremonies, which, conceived at first in 
pure and simple spirit, became eventually the 
source of so much licentiousness and indecency. 

HERMENSUL or IRMINSUL. A Sa.xon god of 
pillar-worship in Westphalia. Charlemagne con¬ 
verted his temple into a Christian church and de¬ 
stroyed his statue. The statue stood upon a col¬ 
umn. in a deep forest recess, and was described as 
holding a standard in one hand and a balance in 
the other. On its breast was the figure of a bear 
and on its shield was a lion. 

HERMES or MERCURY. The son of Zeus and 
Maia, the messenger of the gods. He wore a 
winged cap and winged sandals and bore in his 
hand the caduceus. Hermes was the god of elo- 

JhefT’A "“"ning. trickery and 

thett. As Psychopompos he was conductor of the 
dead to Hades. 


HERMES TRISMEGISTUS. Thrice greatest 

to Egyptian god Thoth. 

to whom was attributed a host of inventions 

Amongst them were the art of writing 




glyphics, the first code of Egyptian laws, astrology, 
harmony, the lute and lyre, magic and all mysteri¬ 
ous sciences. 

HERSE. "Dea,” one of the three daughters of 
Cecrops. (Sec erichthonius) 

HERSHEF. The tutelary deity of Hcracleopolis in 
Egypt; a local form of Osiris. 

HERTHA. A Scandinavian goddess worshipped as 
Mother Earth. Her veiled statue was transported 
from place to place by cows which no hand but the 
priest's was allowed to touch, and her mysterious 
rites were celebrated in the dark. 

HESPERA. One of the three nymphs called Hes- 
pcridcs. 

HESPERIDES. The three nymphs who guarded, 
with the aid of a dragon, the garden in wliich grew 
the golden apples that Ca;a had given as a mar¬ 
riage gift to Hera. Apollonius gives their names 
as .«Egle. Hespera, and Erytheis. 

HESPERIS. The wife of Atlas. Hesperis was the 
mother of the Hesperides. 

HESPERUS. A name given to Venus as the eve¬ 
ning star. 

“The sun was sunk, and after him the Star 
Of Hesperus. who5e office to bring 
Twilight upon the earth.*' 

HESTIA or VESTA. Goddess of the sanctity of 
the hearth. According to Hesiod. Hestia was the 
daughter of Cronus and Rhea. When wooed ty 
Poseidon and Apollo, she placed her hand on the 
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head of Zeus and vowed perpetual virginity. Zeus, 
ill place of marriage, gave her ‘‘to sit in the middle 
of the mansion, receiving the choicest portions of 
the sacrifice, and to be honoured in all temples of 
the gods.” Thus she became the goddess of the 
sacred fires of the altar, and in the prytaneum of 
every Grecian city stood the hearth on which the 
sacred fire flamed and where offerings were made 
to BIcstia. 


HESUS. A deity among the Gauls, the same as the 
Mars of the Romans. He was represented as a 
woodcutter. Hesus signified “master.” 

HINE-NUI-TE-PO. “Great woman night," the 
goddess of night and death, of the Maoris of New 
Zealand. Hine-nui-te-po dwells on the horizon. 

Finnish devil or evil principle. “Evil 
Hiisi's bird” was the hornet. In the Finnish epic, 

the Kalcvala. he was also called Lempo, Jutas, and 
riru. 


HIMAVAT. The personification of the Himalayas. 

(.See DEVi) 

HIPPOGRIFF. In classical mythology a fabulous 
winged animal, half-horse and half-griffon. 

^ youth who ran a race 

three golden apples, which he dropped one by one. 

and which Atalanta stopped to pick up. thus 
losing the race. ^ 

“Hippomenes lurns her astrar 
Dj the aoldea Uluiiona he flings in her way.” 
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HIPPONA. A Roman goddess who presided over 
horses. Her statues were placed in horses’ stables. 

HIRANYAGARBHA. In Vcdic mythology, Hiran- 
yagarbha is the golden egg from which the uni¬ 
verse was created by the first cause. 

HOA. Another name for Ea, the Assyro-Babylonian 
god of the watery element. 

HOBAL. An Arabic god called the creator. "Black- 
vested priests were wont every seventh day to 
sacrifice children on the sacred stone in the Kaaba 
to Hobal the Creator.” These hideous sacrifices 
prevailed among the Arabs before the time of 
Mohammed. 

HOBGOBLINS. Grotesque mischievous or impish 
creatures in medieval mythology. 

HOBNIL. The tutelary god of beehives of the 
Mayan Indians. 

HODUR or HOTHR. The god of darkne.ss. in 
the Eddas. Hodur was the blind god who killed 
Baldur at the instigation of Loki, with an arrow 
made of mistletoe. 

H(ENIR. One of the ^sir. The first man and 
woman. Ask and Embla, were created jointly by 
Odin, Hoenir, and Lodur (Loki). 

HOLDA. A kind, benignant, merciful goddess, in 
Teutonic folklore, who led the hosts of the dead. 
Holda was also connected with the fruitfulness of 
both earth and women. 

HOLY BASIL. (See Tii.Ast) 
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HOMI. The deity of the high heaven, the sky god 
of the Hottentots of South Africa, who “pours the 
rain, blows the wind, and sends heat and cold on 
earth/' 

HOPE- The only blessing which did not escape 
when Pandora incautiously opened the marriage 
box into which every god had put some blessing. 

*'Hope sole remain'd within, nor took her flijjht. 

Beneath the vessel’s verge eoncealM from light.’* 

HOR£ or HOURS- TIic goddesses in charge of the 
gale of clouds of heaven, also called “goddesses of 
the seasons/' Hesiod says that they were the 
daughters of Zeus and Themis, and he names tlu^m 
Eunomia, Dike, Eirenc. The Hora? seemed orig¬ 
inally to have presided over the three seasons into 
which the ancient Greeks divided the year. 

HORTA- An Etruscan goddess of gardens. Her 
temple was always kept open. 

HORUS. "He who is above,” the hawk-headed god 
of the sun. and son of Isis and Osiris. Horus, the 
sun, overcame Apophis. the serpent of darkness. 
He rose as Horus, became Ra at noonday and set 
as Turn. His emblem was a sun with wings of 
many colours. (See iiarpocrates) 

HOTEI. The god of magnanimity, repre-sented as 
bearing a bag and fan; one of the seven deities of 
happiness in Japanese mythology. The bag he 
carries is said to contain many treasures, which 
he bestows "upon those w-ho never worry about 
the troubles of this life.” (See smem fukujin) 
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HOTHR. (Sec hodur) 

HOW-TOO. The earth god to whom the Chinese 
emperor sacrificed annually. How-too was the 
only god, except the god of heaven, to whom the 
emperor believed himself subject. 

HSING SHEN. The Chinese god of the road, and 
the protector of wayfarers. 

HU. The Egyptian god of touch. 

HU. The mighty god of the Britons, the diluvian 
god who presided over the world of waters. The 
chariot of Hu was composed of the rays of the 
sun: and the sacred oxen, his constant attributes, 
"were contemplated as bellowing in the thunder 
and glaring in the lightning." 

HUECUVU. (Sec ctEcuBu) 

HUITZILOPOCHTLI. The patron deity and war 
god of the Aztecs. His fantastic image was loaded 
with costly ornaments, and his altars reeked with 
the blood of human hecatombs. His image shows, 
on the left foot, the delicate feathers of a humming¬ 
bird, which singularly enough gave its name to 
the dread deity. Huitzilopochtli is composed of 
two words which signified "hummingbird” and 
"left.” Twice a year an image of the god was 
made of dough, then broken in pieces and solemnly 
eaten by his worshippers. Tcoyaomiqui was bis 
consort. 

HUIXTOCIHUATL. The Aztec goddess of salt, 
sister of the rain gods, the Tlalocs. After having 
quarrelled with them, she was banished and driven 
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to take up her abode in the salt water. Huixtocl- 
huatl was worshipped by all salt makers as their 
patron goddess. 

HUNTIN. The indwelling god of the silk-cotton 
trees, worshipped by West .Africans from the Sene¬ 
gal to the Niger. The enormous trunks of these 
trees rise to a stupendous height, far out-topping 
all other trees of the forest. Trees in which Hun- 
tin specially dwells are surrounded by a girdle of 
palm leaves, and sacrifices of fowls and occasion¬ 
ally of human beings are fastened to the trunk of 
the tree. 

HURAKAN. “He who hurls below.” the storm god. 
the hurricane, of the Mayan Indians of Central 
.\mcrica. Hurakan "sweeps over the face of the 
primeval deep, voicing his commands.” One of 
their legends runs: "The first of Htirakan is in the 
lightning, the second the track of the lightning, 
and the third the stroke of the lightning; these 
three are Hurakan. the heart of the sky." 

HYACINTHUS. A beautiful youth beloved by 
Apollo. Zephyrus. who also loved him. was jeal¬ 
ous of his preference for Apollo. One day while 
they were discus throwing, Zephyrus blew the 
qtioit out of its course, and made it strike Hyacin- 
thus. Apollo, unable to save his life, changed him 
into the flower which was named for him. and on 
whose petals were traced ai. at. the notes of grief. 

"Like to that san^ine flower inscribed with woe." 

The "rainy sisters” were seven nymphs, 
the daughters of Atlas, and the nurses of Dionysus. 
For their care they were rewarded by Zeus and 
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placed among the stars, in the constellation 
Taurus. The Hyades threaten rain when they rise 
with the sun. 

HYDRA. A monster of the Lernean swamps that 
ravaged the country of Argos. It was slain by 
Hercules. 

HYGEIA. The goddess of health, daughter of ./Es- 
culapius, who was held in great veneration by the 
early Greeks. Hygeia's symbol was a serpent 
drinking from a cup in her hand. 

HYMEN or HYMEN.$US. The god of marriage, 
usually called the son of Apollo and Urania. 
Hymen was represented with the marriage torch 
and nuptial veil in his hand. 

HYMIR. A Korse giant personifying the inhospita¬ 
ble sea. 

HYPERBOREANS. A people who, in Greek legend, 
were fabled to live in the extreme north, “beyond 
the north wind.” and hence to enjoy a warm climate 
which continually gave them sunshine and abund¬ 
ance. Tradition alludes to their proverbial felicity. 

HYPERION. A son of Uranus and G®a and father 
of Helios, Selene, and Eos. 

HYPERMNESTRA. The only one of the fifty 
daughters of Danaiis who disobeyed her father and 
spared her husband. Lynceus. Hypermnestra (the 
overlooking or gentle), preferred to be thought 
weak and wavering rather then to be a murderess. 
She became ancestress of the Argive race of kings. 

HYPNOS. The Greek god of sleep, called Somnus 
by the Romans. 
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lACCHUS. The name by which Dionysus was hailed 
m the Eleusinian mysteries. 

lAPETUS. One of the Titans, a son of Uranus and 
Gasa. According to theogony. he married Cly- 
menc. a daughter of Occanus, by whom he be¬ 
came the father of Atlas. Prometheus and Epime- 
theus. 

lASION. The son of Zeus and the nymph Elec- 
tra. He was slain by Zeus for yielding to the love 
of Ceres, who bore him Plutus. 

IBIS. The sacred Nile bird supposed to be the 
avatar of the god Thoth. who in guise of an ibis 
escaped the pursuit of Typhon. According to 
Herodotus, ibises were kept in temples and after 
death were mummied like human mummies. 

IBLIS. Prince of darkness, the fallen angel of the 
Moslems, chief of the hosts of evil spirits. He was 
smitten by the curse of God for refusing to pros¬ 
trate himself before Adam. 

ICARUS. The son of Dxdalus, who flew with his 
father from Crete to escape the resentment of 
Minos. His flight proved fatal to him. for he flew 
too high and the sun melted the wax with which 
his wings were fastened on. He fell into that part 
of the .^gcan Sea which was called after his name, 
Icarum Mare. 

**ln swift ruin and disaster. 

Icarus fell with shattered pinionsl" 
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ICHEIRI. The "medicine" spirits or tutelaries of 
the Carib Indians, to whom, in each cabin, is 
erected an altar of banana leaves or of cane, upon 
which are placed offerings of cassava flour and the 
first fruits of the field. The Caribs believe that the 
icheiri can enter into a man to lead him to inspired 
vision. 

ICHOR. In classical mythology, an ethereal fluid 
that flowed instead of blood in the veins of the 
gods. 

IDiEA. A surname of the Phrygian goddess Cy- 
bele, because she was worshippe<l on Mount Ida. 

IDi£I DACTYLI. The priests of Cybclc who were 
so called from Ida, the mountain of Phrygia, where 
they had their abode. Pherecydes mentions them 
as workers in iron, and experts in sorcery. 

IDUNA or ITHUNN. The goddess of eternal 
youth, wife of the Norse god Bragi. She kept in 
a box the apples which the gods tasted as often 
as they wished to renew their youth. 

IGIGI. Babylonian spirits of heaven, star gods, un¬ 
der the god Anu. These deities were thought of as 
embodied in the stars above the horizon; while the 
star gods who ha<l sunk below the horizon were 
called Anunnaki. 

IHVH. (See tetracrammaton) 

IKANAM. The creator of mankind, of the Chinook 
Indians. 

IKTO. A deity of the Sioux Indians. They believe 
Ikto to be the inventor of human speech. 
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IL. The Babylonian god II was never represented 
by an image, and seems to have had no special 
temple, probably being worshipped in all temples 
by his votaries. II is dim and shadowy; his attri¬ 
butes arc indistinct; and his very name is not of 
frequent occurrence. 

ILLAPA. A Peruvian deity of thunder, lightning 
and thunderbolt. 

ILMATER. The daughter of Ether, in Finnish 
mythology, who, "tired of lofty solitude, descended 
to the surface of the waters and was embraced by 
the boisterous waves.” (5ce wainamoinen) 

IMANA. A high god or supreme being, a spirit 
superior to all others, called "the first of the 
ghosts" by the Warundi tribe of Tanganyika Ter¬ 
ritory in eastern Africa. They regard Imana as 
their national god. 

IMHOTEP. "He who comes in peace,” the Egyp¬ 
tian god of learning, protector of scribes, artisans 
and builders. Imhotep was represented sitting 
with a half-opened papyrus scroll spread out on 
his knees. 

INACHUS. A river god, son of Oceanus and Tethys 
and father of lo. He was the founder and legen¬ 
dary king of Argos. 

INARI. The rice goddess of Japanese Shintoism. 
The fox is Inari's sacred animal, and figures of 
foxes are always found beside the entrances to her 
temples, being regarded by many as images of the 
goddess herself. 
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INDAGARRA. The supreme spirit of the Wa-twa, 
a pygmy tribe of Urundi, CctUral Africa. They 
believe that Indagarra judges people after death 
according to their deserts. 

INDRA, The Vedic god of heaven, of thunder, 
lightning, storm and rain. He is often represented 
as riding an elephant and holding a thunderbolt. 
He is one of the four Hindu gods who preside at 
the four cardinal points: Indra at the cast, Kuvera 
at the north, \’aruna at the west, Yama at the 
south. 

INNANA or NINNI. A Babylonian goddess men¬ 
tioned on certain of Hammurabi’s inscriptions, in 
which he speaks of her as placing the reins of 
power in his hands. 

INNUS. An early Roman deity of herds and 6ocks, 
possibly a form of Faunus. 

INO. The daughter of Cadmus and wife of Athamas. 
Flying from her frantic husband with her little 
son Mclicertes in her arms, she sprang from a cliff 
into the sea. The gods, out of compassion, made 
Ino a goddess of the sea, under the name of Lcu- 
cothea, "sea-grccn mistress of the ocean that 
shieldest from harm." Mclicertes they made a sea 
god under the name of Palaimon. He is usually 
represented as riding on a dolphin. 

INUA. The invisible power worshipped by the Es¬ 
kimos, who believe that "everything in nature has 
its Inua, its ou’ucr or uultivllcr; stones and animals 
have their Inue, the air has an Inua, . . . the soul 
is the Inua of the lifeless body." 
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10. The daughter of the river god Inachus, priestess 
of Hera at Argos. lo was beloved by Zeus, who, 
finding his wife Hera suspicious of him, changed 
lo into a white heifer. The vengeance of Hera 
caused a gadfly to torment lo. who fled over the 
world from its pursuit. She swam througli the 
Ionian sea which hence derived its name from her. 

lOCAUNA. The supreme being of the Antillcans, 
called the sky father. 

lOLOKIAMO. The lord of darkness, a mischievous 
power of the Orinoco tribes, that must be warded 
otT by “medicine" or charms, and magic. 

lOSKEHA. A light god of the Hurons, who im¬ 
parts fertility to the soil, and tlirough whose 
bounty and kindness the grain returns a hundred¬ 
fold. The home of loskeha is in the far east, at 
that part of the horizon where the sun rises. 
There he has his cabin. 

IPHIGENIA. The daughter of Agamemnon and 
Clylemnestra, who was offered by her father as a 
sacrifice to Artemis when his fleet had become be¬ 
calmed. 

IRA. A Babylonian and Assyrian god of war and 
pestilence. He was often identified with Nergal. 

IRENE or EIRENE. The goddess of peace, the 
daughter of Zeus and Themis. She was one of 
the Horae and was represented holding in her left 
arm a cornucopia and in her right hand an olive 
branch. Irene was called Pax by the Romans. 

IRIS. The goddess of the rainbow. Hesiod makes 
her the daughter of Thaumas. tVondcr. and Elec- 
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tra, BrUjhiucss. She was the gold-winged mes¬ 
senger of Zeus and Hera, and always travelled with 
the speed of the wind, from one end of the world 
to the other. 

IRMINSUL. {See hermensul) 

ISHTAR or NANA. The earth mother, goddess of 
the reproductive forces of nature and called, in 
Babylonian mythology, "the brilliant goddess,” 
"the goddess who rejoices mankind.” Ishtar was 
often placed third in the triad of divinities along 
with Sin and Shamash. With the Assyrians, she 
was the goddess of war. pictured with bow and 
arrow, and sometimes clothed in flame, consuming 
the enemies of the Assyrians. As earth mother 
she destroyed her lover Tammuz, the god of vege¬ 
tation. 

ISHUM. A Babylonian solar deity, a protecting 
spirit to whom appeal for help was frequently di¬ 
rected. 

ISHVARA. {See iswara) 

ISIS. The Egyptian goddess of fecundity, wife and 
sister of Osiris, daughter of Seb and Nut. She 
was often represented as a woman with the horns 
of a cow. She also appeared with the lotus on her 
head and the sistrum in her hand. Sometimes she 
was figured under the form of a cat. "The cat, by 
voluntary dilation and contraction of the pupils of 
its eyes, imitates the phases of the moon, which 
was also a symbol of Isis.” Isis was the mother 
of Horus. The priests of Isis were bound to ob¬ 
serve perpetual chastity; their heads were shaved 
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and they went barefooted, in the Book of the 
Dead Isis says: “I am the queen of these regions; 
I was the* first to reveal to mortal the mysteries of 
wheat and corn.** 

ISLES OF THE BLESSED. (See elysium) 

ISRAFEL. The Mohammedan angel of music, who 
possesses the most melodious voice of all God's 
creatures. He will sound the trumpet at the res¬ 
urrection. 

“In heaven an angel doth dwell 
WTiosc heart-strings arc a lute: 

None sing so wildly well 
As the angel Israfcl/* 

ISWARA or ISHVARA. “Lord.*’ a title of Siva, in 
Hindu mythology. 

a deity of the Chinook Indians, who 
assists Ikanam. the creator, in the making of men, 
and teaches them various arts. 

ITHUNN. Another name for the Norse goddess 
Iduna. wife of Bragi, the god of eloquence. 

ITZAMNA. The Mayan god of rain and fertility, 

called the potent hand.*’ A striking image of this 

sky deity, reaching down from heaven, was found 

in Yucatan, in a temple built in his honour, with 

four doors facing toward the four extremities of 
the country. 

IVA. The Babylonian god of the whirlwind. (See 
vul) 

IXCHEL. The Mayan goddess of the rainbow and 
mother of the Bacabs. the gods of the winds. 
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Ixchel was also a deity of waters, of trees and 
plants, and of fertility in general. 

IXION. Ixion aspired to the love of Hera, and 
boasting of it, was bound in Tartarus to an end¬ 
lessly revolving wheel. 

“Proud Ixion. doom’d to feel 
The tortures of the eternal wheel." 

IZANAGI. A Japanese god called the "male-who- 
invites.” He and Izanami the "female-who-invitcs,” 
were united in marriage, by order of the celestial 
deities, and brought forth the islands which make 
up the Japanese archipelago. 

IZANAMI. A Japanese goddess, called the "female- 
who-invites.” She descended to the Japanese 
Hades, Yomotsu-kuni, and rules there. 
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JAHVA. {See yahweh) 

JAMBHALA. The Tibetan god ot wealth. 

JAMSHID or JAMSHYD. In Persian mythoIog>', 
Jamshid was king of the peris or genii. He pos¬ 
sessed the seven ringed golden cup. typical of the 
seven heavens, the seven planets, the seven seas, 
etc., which was full of the eli.vir of life. In pun¬ 
ishment for his boast of immortality, he was com¬ 
pelled to assume a human form and dwell on 
earth. He built "the famed Persepolis” or city of 
Ishtakar. the ruins of which, called Cheminar, or 
the Forty Pillars, still exist. 

* The lion nnd the lizard keep 
The courts where Jam&hyd gloried and drank deep.** 

JANUS. A Roman deity, the god of gates and doors, 
represented with two opposite faces. His temples 
at Rome were numerous. In war time the gates 
of the principal temples were always open; in 
peace they were closed. Janus was usually repre¬ 
sented as holding a key in his left hand and a staff 
in the other. 

Janus am I; oldest of potentalesi 
Forward I look, and backward, and below. 

I count, as god of avenues and gales. 

The years that through my portals come and go.” 

JAR. deban) 

of Pehas. 

king of lolcus. Pelias, to keep him from the 
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throne, sent him in quest of the Golden Fleece 
kept by /^^etes, king of Colchis. Jason secured 
the fleece by the aid of .^etes’s daughter Medea 
whose love he had won. 

JEBISU. The Neptune of Japanese mythology, es¬ 
pecially revered by fishermen. 

JEHOVAH. The supreme being; God; the al¬ 
mighty; the lord. Jehovah is a Christian form 
given to the Tetragrammaton. 

JINNI. A demon of the wilderness, in Arabian and 
Mohammedan mythology; a supernatural being 
formed of subtle fire and supposed to be hostile 
to man. 

JIZO. A Japanese god. the helper of those in trou¬ 
ble. who is especially besought by pregnant women 
and by children. A stone image of Jizo swathed 
in little bibs, the offerings of women in distress, 
is one of the most pathetic sights amid all the 
image worship of Japan. 

JOK. A high god of the Lango, a Nilotic tribe. 
They liken him to moving air, and call him “Jok, 
the large and powerful.” 

JOSS. The Chinese household divinity: every fam¬ 
ily has its Joss. 

JOTUNN. A Norse giant. 

JOTUNNHEIM. The abode of the Norse frost 
giants. It was under one of the three roots of the 
mighty ash tree Yggdrasill. in the far northwest, 
where the ocean joined the world’s edge. (YiV 
NI.N’E worlds) 
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JOVE. The Latin name for Zeus. 

JUGGERNAUT. A Hindu god. a supposed form of 
Vishnu. An idol said to contain the bones of 
Krishna and to possess a soul. During certain 
festivals, the image was drawn upon a car and it 
was erroneously reported that devotees allowed 
themselves to be crushed beneath the wheels, so 
great was their fervour. It is now known that 
any death within the god's temple or spilling of 
blood in his presence was considered a defilement. 

JUMALA. The god of the heavens, the supreme 
god. in Finnish mythology, identified with Ukko. 
Jumala was also the name of his “thunder-home.” 
When asked where this god lived, the natives 
would point to the dark, distant polar sea and say, 
lie is there. 


**On a lonely cliff 
An ancient shrine be found, of Jumala the scat. 

For many a year gone by closed up and desolate." 

JUMO. A nature god of the Volga Finns, wor 
shipped with several other gods in a sacred grove 
in which each god had his own sacrificial tree. 

JUNO. The Roman appellation for Hera. 


JUNO. The spirit of the feminine energy in woman, 
symbolizing sex activities and powers. The Juno 
was also considered as the divine double of a 
woman, accompanying her during her lifetime, 
ihe Junones were believed by the Romans to at- 

(r; ^-arcs ,„d Pc„a,es. 
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JUOK. The high god of the Shilluk, a tribe of the 
White Nile of Africa. Juok is formless and in¬ 
visible. and like the air is everywhere at once. 

JUPITER. The Roman name of the Greek Zeus. 

JUROJIN. The god of longevity, one of the seven 
deities of happiness in Japanese mythology. Jurojin 
is often accompanied by a dark brown stag that 
wanders among the trees and grasses which are 
symbolic of health and long life, shichi 

fukujin) 

JURUPARI. The chief god of the Uaupe Indians 
of Brazil, whose cult was invested with the utmost 
secrecy. The women were not admitted, and at 
the festival of Jurupari all the women of the tribe 
went into concealment until the celebration was 
over. 

JUTAS. A name of the Finnish devil or evil prin¬ 
ciple. {See iJiisi) 

JUTURNA. A Roman water nymph, who presided 
over a spring near the temple of Vesta. 

JUVENTAS. Youth personified as a Roman god¬ 
dess and identified with the Greek Hera. 
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KA. The "double” of the deceased, in Egyptian 
mythology, which was supposed to reside in the 
tomb. (Sec ba) 

KAABA. (See CAABA) 

KABALA or CABALA. A mystical interpretation 
of the Scriptures among the Jewish rabbis, at first 
handed down orally but later committed to writ¬ 
ing. ft teaches that God is the original principle 
of all being, and that man is a microcosm. The 
Kabalists assume that every letter, word, number 
and accent of the Scriptures contains a hidden 
sense. 

KABIBONOKKA. The north wind of the Algon- 
quins. (See wabun) 

KABOI. The ancestral god of the Tupuya Indians 
of Brazil. Kaboi led this people from the under 
to the upper world by the call of a bird. 

KABUN. The west wind of the Algonquins. (Sec 
wabun) 

KADI. The goddess of Dcr, an ancient Elamite 
city. 

KAHUI-TIPUA. Giant ogres, in the Maori myths 
of New Zealand. 

KAKOD^MON. A Greek evil spirit, devil or 
demon. 
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KALI. “The black one," the hideous Hindu god¬ 
dess who presides over life and death, the supreme 
power in the universe, at whose name. Kali, all 
India trembles. Kali is one of the forms of Devi, 
the consort of Siva, and under this name she is 
the black goddess of destructive power delighting 
in blood. Calcutta is said to have received its 
name from this goddess, Kali-Kutta {Kali's Vil¬ 
lage). 

KALKI. The name of the tenth and last incarna¬ 
tion, in which Vishnu will appear at the end of 
the present age of the world to destroy all vice 
and wickedness and to restore mankind to virtue 
and purity. 

KALMA. The Finnish god of death, the god of the 
tombs. Kalma presided over the spirits of the 
dead, who remained in their graves until after the 
complete disintegration of their bodies. 

KAMA. The Hindu god of love whose power was 
so great that even tlie god Bralima succumbed to 
it. Kama is represented as riding on a parrot and 
attended by nymphs. He carries in his hand a 
bow of sugar cane with a bowstring of bees, and 
each arrow is tipped with a distinct flower. He is 
also called Camdeo. 

“Cameteo bright and Ganesa sublime 
Shall bless with joy their own propitious clime." 

KAMA RUPAe In Hindu religion, Kama Rupa is 
the likeness of a man which exists after death, in 
an invisible plane of being, called kama lok<x, until 
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the impulses which created it are exhausted aiul 
it finally fades away. 

KAMI. “Superior ones,” the gods, supposed to be 
the spirits of the dead, in the Japanese Shinto cult. 

KAMI-DANA. The Japanese “god shelf.” on which, 
in every Shinto house, is a miniature temple in 
wood containing tablets covered with paper on 
which are written the names of the gods in whiclt 
the household places its trust. 

KAMI-NO-MICHI. “The way of the gods.” (See 

SHINTO) 

KAMUI. The supreme god of the Ainu tribe of 
Japan; also a spirit, a term applied to evil spirits 
as well as good. 

KARI. The thunder god of the Negritos of the 
Malay peninsula. He is of supernatural size but 
is now invisible. He requires a blood sacrifice; 
during a thunder storm a few drops of blood are 
drawn from the skin, mi.xed with a little water in 
a bamboo receptacle and flung up to the sky. ac¬ 
companied by a form of invocation. 

KARMA. In Buddhism. Karma “is the whole ethi¬ 
cal consequence of one's acts considered as fixing 
ones lot in the future existence; the continuous 
working of every thought, word, or deed through¬ 
out eternity, in a kind of moral causal sequence.” 
A Buddhist gatha or hymn cotUains the following: 

“Evil swells the debts to pay. 

Good delivers and acquits; 

Shun evil, follow good; hold Rway 
Over ihyscU. Thia is the Way.** 
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KARTTIKEYA. The Hindu god of war, who com¬ 
manded the celestial armies. He slew Taraka, the 
demon king, whose power threatened the very 
existence of the gods. Karttikeya is shown riding 
on a peacock, with a bow in one hand and an ar¬ 
row in the other. He is also known as Kumara. 

KATONDA. The supreme being or creator of the 
Baganda, a Bantu tribe in eastern Africa. They 
offer no worship to Katonda. as they consider him 
too exalted to pay any regard to mankind. Their 
principal objects of worship arc inferior gods or 
devils. 

KEBHSNAUF. The hawk-headed Egyptian god, 
one of the tutelaries taking a conspicuous part in 
the ceremonial of Amcnti. 

KED. The mystic goddess of the Druids, also called 
Ccridwen. 

kelpie, a Caledonian water witch who “lurked 
by the border water sides and took the toll, ever 
and anon, of a human life.” 

KER. A ghost or disembodied soul. A Kcr is often 
represented on Greek vases as a winged manikin; 
and frequently as an avenging spirit. 

KESORA. A Hindu goddess whose statue was 
found in a temple of the god Juggernaut. The 
head and body of the statue are of sandalwood; 
the eyes are two diamonds; the hands are made 
entirely of seed pearls; the bracelets are of pearls 
and rubies, and the robe is of cloth of gold. 
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KHAFT. The goddess of Upper Egypt, called 
"lady of the country" in a tablet at Thebes. 

KHALDI. The supreme being, the god of heaven, 
of the Urartians, a people who dwelt south of the 
Caucasus. Khaldi is known chiefly through the 
Vannic inscriptions, written in the cuneiform char¬ 
acters of Xineveh. 

KHEBIOSO. The god of lightning of the Ewes of 
the .'\frican Slave Coast. He is bird-like in form 
and dwells in the thunder clouds, the flapping of 
his wings causing the noise of thunder. The wor¬ 
shippers of Khebioso wear an iron ring on the 
arm, and keep Saturday sacred to him. 

KHEM or EKHMEEN. The Egyptian god of 
productiveness and generation. Khcm was repre¬ 
sented as wearing the headdress of .'\mon-Ra. with 
his right arm upraised and brandishing the flagel¬ 
lum. 

KHENSU, CHUNSU or KHONS. A moon god in 
Egyptian mythology; also god of healing. His 
chief seat of worship was Thebes, where he formed 
one of a triad including Mut and Amon-Ra. As 
Khensu-Hor he was worshipped as a sun god. He 
is figured with a human head or a hawk's, sur¬ 
mounted by solar disc and lunar crescent. 

KHEPERA. "Father of the gods,” an Egyptian god 
of the creative energy of the suii. He was self- 
produced from primeval matter and the creator of 
all life. His emblem was the sacred beetle or 
scarabasus. 
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KHNEMU or CHNEMU. "The modeller,” an an¬ 
cient ram-headed god. with horns horizontally ex¬ 
tended, worshipped especially in the first cataract 
region in Egypt. The universe was his handiwork, 
and he formed the cosmic egg from the mud of 
the Nile. He was represented as fashioning a man 
from clay by aid of the potter's wheel. 

KHNUM. "Lord of the inundation.” also called 
Kneph. 

KHONS. The Egyptian god of healing. {Sec 

KHENSU) 

KHU or SHU. The Egyptian god of light. 

KHUTSAU. The supreme divinity, the god of 
gods, of the Ossetes, a Caucasian people. Al¬ 
though Khutsau is often invoked in daily talk, he 
is regarded as too high and inaccessible to take 
part in human affairs. 

KIBU. A mythic Polynesian island, the abode of 
the dead "where ghosts sat twittering on the tree- 
tops.” 

KILAT. The thunder god of the Bagobos, a Malayan 
tribe of ^^i^danao. Kilat runs through the sky, 
and during a storm makes his voice heard in claps 
of thunder. 

KINGU. As the symbol of chaos. Kingu was the 
consort of Tiamat. the depths, in Babylonian cos¬ 
mology. He succeeded .Apsu, who was her first 
consort and who perished when their progeny 
formed a new world. Tiamat gave Kingu the 
tablets of destiny, which, worn on his breast, gave 
him supreme power over the fate of the world. 
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KIRU6. One of the protecting genii of the Chal¬ 
deans, better known as Sed-Alap. 

KISHI BOJIN. A Japanese goddess, represented 
as carrying a child and a pomegranate, with which 
fruit Buddha is said to have cured her cannibal¬ 
istic propensity of devouring young children. 


KISHAR. "The totality of what is below," consort 
of the Babylonian god Anshar, "the totality of 
what is above.” They were conceived as the an¬ 
cestors of the gods. 

KLESEAKARKL. The sun god of the Nutka, a 
tribe of \ ancouver island Indians. He represented 
the supreme being, to whom they directed their 
prayers. 

KNEPH or KHNUM. "Lord of the inundation." a 
ram-headed Egyptian deity, who presided over the 
water. Sati was his consort and perpetual com¬ 
panion. Kneph was the creative spirit, "the sculp¬ 
tor of all men." Sometimes he was represented 
under the shape of an enormous blue serpent with 
yellow scales, as symbolic of the ruling spirit of 
the universe. Horapollo says; "The snake is the 
emblem of the spirit which pervades the universe.” 

KOBOLD. A spirit of the earth, in Teutonic folk¬ 
lore, dwelling in caves, mines, etc. 

KOMPIRA. a Japanese god. the patron of sea- 
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KORAN. The Scriptures of the Mohammedans, 
containing the revelations of Mohammed. The 
Koran is the basis for the religious, social, civil, 
commercial, military and legal regulation of the 
Mohammedan world. 

KORE. The name by which Persephone was called 
in the Eleusinian mysteries and in Orphic litera* 
ture, where she appears as an all-pervading nature 
goddess. 

KORKA-MURT. A spirit dwelling in the house 
and called ‘‘house man” by the V'oiaiks, in Einno- 
Ugric mythology. Korka-Murl's chief dwelling- 
place was under the floor, and he was a kindly 
and useful spirit who protected the inhabitants of 
the house from strange spirits. 

KOUROTROPHOS. A name given to the Greek 
goddess Hera, as the nourisher of children. 

KRISHNA. The eighth avatar or incarnation of 
Vishnu and one of the most widely worshipped 
of the Hindu deities. There is a Hindu saying 
which runs, ‘‘Rama is for the men, Krishna for 
the women.” 

KUAN TI. (Sec kuan yu) 

KUAN-YIN. The Burmese goddess of mercy, who 
has by nature neither sc.x nor form, but is capa¬ 
ble of assuming all forms. She is the same as 
Kwan Yin. 

KUAN YU. KUAN TI or KWAN KUNG. The 
Chinese god of war, specially venerated by the 
Manchu dynasty. 
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KUEL The tortoise, Kuei, was associated with divi¬ 
nation from the dawn of Chinese history. From 
the lines or crackles on its carapace the fates were 
foretold. These prophetic ideographs have been 
honoured continuously from antiquity down to our 
present times. 

KUKULCAN. “Mighty serpent.*’ the Mayan god 
of fevers or agues. A temple to Kukulcan in 
Chichen Itza was unlike others in Yucatan, having 
circular walls and four doors directed toward the 
four cardinal points. 

KULMU. The Etruscan god of the tomb, who bore 

the fatal shears in one hand and a funeral torch 

in the other. He stood by the door of the sepul¬ 
chre. 

KULOSKAP. The supreme being of the Algon- 
qums. the creator and friend of man. He is called 
by them "Kuloskap the Master." 

KUMARA. The Hindu god of war. He is also 
called Karttikeya. 

KUVE^. The Hindu god of riches. The Rakshas 
arc the guardians of Kuvera's treasures. He has 
three heads, three legs and eight teeth. His eyes 
ye green and he is represented as riding in a car 
drawn by hobgoblins. His wife Yaksha is a hob¬ 
goblin. Kuvera presides at the north (See 


KWANG-MU. a Chinese tutelary deity, the guard- 

hoM • . represented as white, and 

holds in his hand a sword. 
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KUNG. The Chinese god of war. iSte 
KUAN yu) 

KWAN non. ‘‘The thousand-handed,” the Japa¬ 
nese goddess of mercy. A temple to Kwan Non in 
Kyoto, contains 33,333 images of the goddess. 
{See KWAN yin) 

KWAN YIN or KWAN NON. "The looking-down 
goddess,” the Buddhistic goddess of mercy, of 
Japan and China, who listens to the prayers of the 
unhappy. Kwan Yin is believed to descend regu¬ 
larly to hell to release spirits bound there. 

KWEI. The spirits or manes of the departed, in 
Chinese mythology. 

KYUMBI. A good god and creator of the world, 
worshipped by a tribe of eastern Africa called 
Wapare. If they are asked where Kyumbi is, they 
point to the sun. 
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LABYRINTH. In compliance with an oracle, 
Minos, king of Crete, made Da?dalus build for 
him the labyrinth, in whicli to imprison tlie Mino¬ 
taur. The labyrinth was so artfully contrived that 
%vhoevcr was enclosed in it could by no means 
find the way out unassisted. Here the Minotaur 
roamed and was fed with human victims. 

LACHESIS. “The disposer of lots.” One of the 
three Greek goddesses called Pare.T. Lachesis was 
the Fate who determined the length of the thread 
of life. 

LADON. The dragon that guarded the apples of 
Hesperides and was slain by Hercules. 

LAKSHMI. The goddess of fortune and beauty. 
Lakshmi became the consort of Vishnu when she 
rose from the ocean of milk, as it was being 
churned by the gods to procure the beverage of 
immortality. She was represented as seated upon 
a lotus, her characteristic emblem. 

LALA or LOSNA. The Etruscan moon goddess. 

LAL MANA. ' Red jewel," the household god of the 
Kachhi, an agr,cultural tribe of northern India. 

and s„h d-tdicated to Lai Mana 

and subsequently eaten by the worshipper and his 
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LAMI.ffi. These were fabulous monsters, in Greek 
mythology, with heads and breasts of women and 
the bodies of serpents. They changed their forms 
at pleasure, assuming the most seductive appear¬ 
ances. The blood of young persons was their ob¬ 
ject, and they attracted their victims by a sooth¬ 
ing hissing. 

LAOCOON. A Trojan priest of Apollo, who en¬ 
deavoured to prevent the Trojans from taking the 
wooden horse into the city. As Laocoon was 
about to sacrifice a bull to Poseidon, two serpents 
came from the sea and destroyed him and his two 
sons. 

LARES. The Roman gods of households and fami¬ 
lies. supposed to be the souls of the ancestors who 
watched over and protected their descendants. 
{See PENATES) 

LASA. A goddess of fate, one of the three min¬ 
istering spirits in Etruscan mythology, “the mild 
or decreeing Fates.” Lasa was represented some¬ 
times with wings, sometimes with a hammer and 
nail, as if h.xing unalterably her decrees. She was 
also called ^^ean. 

LAT. An Arabian deity who was worshipped under 
the form of a sacred stone pillar. 

LATONA. The Roman name for the Greek god¬ 
dess Leto. 

LA VERNA. The Roman patron goddess of thieves 
and all who practised artifice and fraud. At Rome 
she had an altar by the temple of Tcllus, near the 
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gate which was called from her the “gate of La- 
verna.” Her name signified darkness or obscurity. 

LEARCHUS. The son of Athamas and Ino. He 
was killed by his father in a fit of madness, when 
he had incurred the wrath of Hera. 

LEDA. The wife of the Spartan king Tyndarcus. 
who, by Zeus, in the form of a swan, became the 
mother of Castor and Pollux. 

LEMPO. The love deity of the ancient Finns, 
“speeding on his pale horse through the air.’’ 
Lernpo was an evil demon, and was also called 
Hiisi. 

LEMURES. A name given by the Romans to the 
spirits of the departed. The Lemurcs, who “moan 
with midnight plaint,” were also known as Manes. 

LENSUS. The Cretan epithet of Dionysus as the 
inventor of wine culture. 

LER. The Gaelic god of the sea. one of the bene¬ 
ficent gods of the Tuatha de Danann. 

LESCHIY. A spirit, in the belief of the Russian 
peasants, who rules both the woods and all the 
creatures in it. 

LETHE. One of the rivers of Hades, the water of 
which caused total forgetfulness of the past to 
those who drank of it. 

••L«he. the river of oblivion, rolls 
Her wai’ry labyrinth, whereof who drinks 
Forthwith his former state and being forgets— 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleasure and pain." 
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LETO. The mother of Apollo and Artemis by Zeus, 
whose first wife she was said to have been. She 
was called Latona by the Romans. 

LEUCOTHEA. "The white goddess.” the name of 
Ino after she became a sea goddess. The sea god 
Palaemon was her son. 

"By Lcucoiho’s lovely hands, 

And her son who rules tbc strands!" 

LEZA. The supreme being, the eternal one, who 
made men and all things, and who inhabits the 
sky. He is the god of a Bantu people of north¬ 
ern Rhodesia, who say “his cars are long,” mean¬ 
ing that he can hear even words whispered in 
secret. They invoke Leza in seasons of drought. 
One of their chants runs thus: “Come to us with 
a continued rain, O Leza, fall!" 

LIBER. The Latin name for the Greek Bacchus. 

LIBITINA. A goddess at Rome presiding over 
funerals. In Libitina's temple were sold all things 
requisite for interments. 

LIF. “Life,” who with Lifthrasir formed the single 
human pair to be preserved to rcpcople the earth 
after the final destruction of the world, according 
to Scandinavian mythology. Lif is also called 
\'idar. (See racnarok) 

LIFTHRASIR. "Desiring Life," the mate of Lif. 
She is also known as Vali. (See racnarok) 

LIKNITES. "He of the winnowing fan,” a name 
given to the Greek god Dionysus as a child. 
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LILITH. An Assyrian goddess of the night, whom 
the Jews worshipped during the Babylonian cap¬ 
tivity. In Jewish demonology Lilith was queen of 
the demons and Asmodeus was their king. The 
Talmudists say that .Adam had a wife before Eve. 
whose name was Lilith. Refusing to submit to 
.Adam, she left Paradise for a region of the air. 
She still haunts the night as a spectre. 

LINA. The goddess of flax, in classical mythologj*. 

“InvCTitrcss o( the woof, fair Lina flings 
The flying shuttle through the dancing strings.'* 

LINUS. A son of .Apollo and Terpsichore. He was 
tabled to have been the instructor of Hercules in 
music. Hercules, in a fit of passion, struck Linus 
on the head with his lyre and killed him. Among 
plaintive airs of the early Greek husbandmen. 
Homer mentions a song called Linus, probably a 
lament for the departing summer sung at the 
liarvcst time. 


LIPS. The southeast wind, represented on the 
‘Tower of the Winds." at Athens, holding the 
ornament from a ship’s stern in her hands. 


LISSA. The spirit of the sun. worshipped by the 
Dahomans of western Africa. Lissa is the consort 
of Glcti. the spirit of the moon, and the stars arc 
held to be their children. Eclipses arc accounted 
lor as domestic wrangles between the spirit of the 
sun and that of the moon. 


LIT.ffi. "Prayers." The Lit® were benevolent god¬ 
desses and daughters of Zeus, whose special duty 
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was lo recompense the persons whom Ate, the 
goddess of mischief, had reduced to distress and 
ruin. Homer describes them as lame, wrinkled 
and sc]uinting, which deformities were caused by 
the trouble they had in making good the harm 
done by Ate. 

LLUD. A Cymric god of the sky, probably the 
same as the Gaelic Nudd. 

LLYR. A Cymric god of the sea, doubtless the 
same as the Gaelic sea god Lcr. 

LODUR. The name of Loki as a friendly power, 
when, with Odin and Ha'iiir, he assisted in the 
creation of the Norse parents of mankind. Ask 
and Embla. 

LOHA PENU. The god of iron, who directs the 
arrows of his votaries against the enemy and averts 
their countershafts. He is worshipped by the na¬ 
tives of the Ganjam district in Madras. 

LOKI. A Norse god of discord and mischief, the 
father of the Wolf Fenris, the Midgard serpent 
and Hel. He could change himself into whatever 
shape he chose, horse, fish, flea, etc. Loki is "the 
great riddle” of Teutonic mythology. He was 
finally overcome by Thor and bound in chains, 
from which he will only escape when the ‘‘twilight 
of the gods” appears. (St-c racnarok) 

LOSNA or LALA. The Etruscan moon goddess. 
Her emblem was a crescent. She was identified 
with Luna or Diana, of the Romans. 
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LOTIS. A nymph, daughter of Poseidon. She was 
pursued by Priapus. from whom she escaped by 
being changed into the aquatic lotus. 

"Lolis. the nymph (if rural tales be true), 

As from Priapus’ lawless lust she flew, 

Forsook her form; and fixing here, became 
A flowery plant, which still preserxes her name.” 


LUBU-LANGI. The chief god of the Malayan na¬ 
tives. who dwells in the winds and although in¬ 
visible can still be felt. Lubu-langi is the origin 

of everything, and from him comes nothing but 
good. 


LUCIFER. -The light bringer.” The planet Venus 
when appearing as the morning star. According 
to a Semitic myth, the morning star fell from 
heaven and it is to this that the fate of the King 
of Babylon is compared in Isaiah: "How art thou 
fallen from heaven. O Lucifer, son of the morn¬ 
ing! The legend of the fall of angels led to the 
identification of Lucifer with Satan, as by Tertul- 
lian, Origen and others. 


surname of Hera as goddess of 
childbirth, probably so called from bringing chil¬ 
dren into the light. (See eileithvia) 

LUDD. n’l'dd) 

lug. The god of dawn, who slew Dalor the god 
of night, in Celtic mythology. 


LUGH. -Far shooter." the Celtic sun god 
LUGUS. The Gaulish sun god. 


177 



LUNA. The Roman moon goddess, represented as 
driving two horses, and hence patron of races be¬ 
tween teams of two. 

LUNG. The Chinese dragon, whose appearance at 
opportune times foretold prosperity. Lung was the 
sign and symbol of heaven, representing divine 
power and authority. 

LUTIN. A mischievous goblin in the folklore of 
Normandy, who twisted people’s hair into elf- 
locks. and tangled the manes of horses. 

LYNCEUS. The husband of Hypermnestra, who 
was the ancestor of the Argive race of kings. 
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MA or MAAT- The Egyptian goddess of truth, 
order, \z\\\ and justice. Ma was represented wear¬ 
ing a single ostrich feather, the symbol of truth, 
on her head. She was the daughter of the sun god 
Ra. and as goddess of truth and justice, she was 
present in the underworld at the weighing of the 
heart. An inscription at Thebes, in the temple of 
the virgin goddess Maat reads: '*My garment has 
no man lifted up: the fruit that ! have borne Nvas 
begotten by the sun.*' 

MAAN-EMO. The mother of the earth, the Fin¬ 
nish Dcmetcr. Maan-Emo was a goddess of great 
powers, who, after suitable invocation, was ever 
willing and able to help the helpless. 

maat. (See ma) 

MAE. The fairies' midwife of dreams. She delivers 
rnairs brain of dreams. Mab was sometimes called 
“the queen of dreams." 

O. then. ! 5ce Queen M^b hath been with you. 

She is the fairies* midwife; and she comes 
In shape no than an amte-stone 

On the forefinger of an alderman.** 

MA-BELLONA. She is identified with the Roman 
goddess of war. Bellona. and also with the Greek 
Enyo. 

MABOYA. The god of the hurricane, worshipped 
by the Carib Indians. 
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MAFUIE. The earthquake god of the Samoans. 
During shocks of earthquakes, the Samoans threw 
themselves on the ground, gnawed the earth and 
shouted frantically to Mafuie to desist lest he 
should shake the earth to pieces. 

MONADS. Nymphs who were attendant upon 
Dionysus. The name Majnads alludes to their 
frenzied movements. 

MAHADEVA. "The great god,” whose proper 
name of Siva is scarcely heard in the central prov¬ 
inces of India. Mahadeva is the chief of the village 
deities. 

MAHAGIRI NAT. A Burmese spirit, the house¬ 
hold spirit. A coconut is hung in the porch of 
every Burmese house in honour of Mahagiri Nat. 

MAHAKALI. The great mother goddess in her 
most terrible form, worshipped by the Banjaras of 
India. She is supposed to enter the medicine man 
and inspire him to utter oracles. 

MAHA-PUDMA. The Hindu elephant which, sup¬ 
ported by Chukwa, the tortoise, in its turn sup¬ 
ports the world. 

MAHU-IKA. The fire goddess of the Maoris of 
New Zealand. 

MAIA. In Greek mythology, the eldest and most 
beautiful of the Pleiades, and consort of Poseidon. 

MAITREYA. The Hindu Buddha of the future. His 
image, since he has not yet become a Buddha, is 
not usually represented in the conventional Bud¬ 
dha pose, but appears in the dress of a young 
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Indian prince. Both standing and seated figures of 
Maiircya arc found, the former being more com¬ 
mon, and are sometimes seen of great size, carved 
in rock. His emblems are the water-flask and the 
rosary. 

MAKHIR. The Babylonian goddess of dreams. In 
western Asiatic inscriptions is found this prayer: 
"‘May the dream that I dream be favourable: may 
the dream that I dream be true. May Makhir the 
goddess of dreams, stand at my head." 

MAMA ALLPA. A Peruvian harvest and earth 
goddess, who was worshipped as the dispenser of 
all human nourishment. 

MAMA OELLO. The sister-wife of Manco Capac, 
and daughter of the Peruvian sun and moon. 

MAMMON. The Syrian god who presided over the 
world of riches. Milton speaks of Mammon as one 
of the fallen angels in hell. 

“For ev'n ia heaven his looks and thouifbU 
Were always downward bent: admiring more 
The riches of heaven's pavement, trodden gold. 

Than aught divine.” 

MANA. The Finnish god of the underworld. (See 

TUONl) 

MANABOZHO. "The great hare," of Algonquin 
tnyth, the incarnation of vital energy, the creative 
light of day. Manabozho is regarded as the in¬ 
ventor of their system of hieroglyphs. 

MANAH. A rock deity worshipped by the Arabs 
of the time of Mohammed. 
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MANASA. The snake goddess of a criminal and 
hunting tribe of Dravidian origin, found in north¬ 
ern India. 

MANAWYDDAN. A Cymric god of the world of 
the dead. Manawyddan was the son of the sea 
god Llyr. 

MANCO CAPAC and MAMA OELLO. These 
Inca deities, the son and daughter of the Peruvian 
sun and moon, were the parents of mankind. This 
celestial pair was sent to gather the natives into 
communities and teach them the arts of civilized 
life. 

MANES. The Romans gave the name of Manes to 
the souls of the departed who were worshipped as 
gods. (See LE.MURES) 

MANIA. The fearful consort of the Etruscan god 
Mantus. Sacrifices on a vast scale were made, and 
human victims were occasionally offered to these 
infernal deities, whose wrath it was impossible to 
appease in any less terrible way. The goddess 
Mania was the mother of the Lares and Penates. 

MANITO. The great spirit, the master of life, the 
mighty Manito of the Algonquin Indians, who is 
invisible and immaterial. He is also called Gitche 
Manito. 

MANTRA. "The sacred word" or prayer of the 
Hindus. Also one of the hymns or ritualistic parts 
of their inspired scriptures. 

MANTUS. The Etruscan Dis Pater, the dread god 
of the lower world. He was represented as an old 
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man wearing a crown, with wings on his sh6uldcrs 
and a torch, or it may be large nails, in his hands, 
to show the invincible character of his decrees. 
His wife Mania was a fearful deity, who was 
propitiated by human sacrifices. (See novensiles) 

MANU. The ancestor of the Hindu race, preserved 
by Vishnu under the form of the fish Matsya dur¬ 
ing a universal deluge. The famous Hindu law 
book, which contains a history of the creation, is 
accredited to Manu. (See matsva) 

MARDUK. The Babylonian sun god. the god of 
healing, the helper in all sickness and need, the 
vanquisher of Tiamat (chaos). According to the 
"Creation Epic" of Babylonian cosmology, Mar- 
duk split the vast body of Tiamat lengthwise, one 
half of her forming the heavens and the other 
half the earth. Sarpanit was his consort. He is 
identified with Mcrodach. 

MARI. "Queen goddess." the supreme goddess of 
death, of one of the nomadic tribes of northern 
India. 

MARS. The son of Jupiter and Juno, the Roman 
god of war. Mars corresponds to the Greek god 
Ares. In his Etruscan origin he was one of the 
Novensiles. 

MARSYAS. A Phrygian satyr. He took the flute 
Athena had thrown away because it distorted her 
face to play upon it, and challenged Apollo to a 
contest of flute and lyre. The Muses were the 
umpires and it was agreed that the victor might 
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do what he pleased with the vanquished. Apollo 
triumphed and punished Marsyas by flaying him 
alive. 

"And the attentive Muse$ said: 

‘Marsya$, thou art vanquished!'" 

MARUTS- The Hindu gods of the storm winds, 
^vlth golden armour and spears of lightning, whose 
ruddy horses are the clouds. The Maruts arc the 
faithful attendants of Indra when he rides forth 
to battle, the mighty Indra "who contains all that 
exists as the tire of a wheel contains the spokes.^' 

MASKIM. The seven terrible spirits of the abyss, 
in Chaldean mythology, "not enjoying a good 
name either in heaven or on earth/' The Maskini 
subvert the orderly course of nature, to cause 
earthquakes, inundations, and ravaging tempests. 
(See siBi) 

MATA or MATA DEVI. The smallpox goddess of 
the Gonds of India. In her more awful form she 
is known as DaiUesvari, "the goddess with tccth.^' 

MATA-AHO. a giant of the Maori tribes of New 
Zealand. 

MATA DEVI. (Sec mata) 

MATOWELIA. The chief god of the Mohave In¬ 
dians of Colorado. From his abode in the sky he 
guided them in their journeys across the bound¬ 
less prairies. 

MATSYA. The first incarnation, or avatar, of 
Vishnu. In the form of a fish he recovered tlic 
sacred books lost in the deluge. It was under this 
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form of Matsya that the god preserved Manu, the 
ancestor of the human race. {See man'c) 

MATUTA. An ancient Roman goddess of the 
dawn» who, according to Lucretius, was “the early 
morning that ushers in the Aurora rosy with sun¬ 
beams/* Matuta was identified with the Greek 
Leucothea, the white goddess. 

MAUL “Sustainer/* In Polynesian mythology, 
Maui was the god who snared the sun, controlled 
the winds, and fished up the land from the bottom 
of the sea. Maui, with Tangaroa and Tiki, form 
the Polynesian triad. The Maoris call New Zea¬ 
land “Te-Ika-a-Maui/* the fish of Maui. The Fiji¬ 
ans consider Maui an earthquake god and believe 
that their islands rest upon this deity, who causes 
earthquakes by turning over in his sleep. They sac¬ 
rifice things of great value to him in order that 
he may turn as gently as possible. 

MAUT. {See mut) 

MAWU. The sky god, or indwelling spirit of the 
sky. worshipped by the Negroes of the west Afri¬ 
can coast. Mawu is too far away to care for sac* 
rifice. and they only pray to him when they want 
rain. 

MAWU SOD2A. The goddess of yams, of the Hos 
of Togoland. When a man is about to dig up his 
yam crop, he first of all digs up two yams which 
he has planted for tlic goddess. These he holds 
up to her and prays, saying. “O Mawu Sodza. 
here are thy yams, which I have dug for thee. 
\S hen I dig mine may I have plenty.” 
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MAYA. The beautiful Hindu goddess of illusion 
and unreality. “Space and time are the veil of 
Maya.” She is sometimes identified with Durga. 

MAZDA. (See ormazd) 

MBULU. The Fijian place of souls, where they say 
punishments arc awarded to those who displease 
the gods, those who have not their ears bored, are 
not tattooed, or have not slain an enemy. 

MEANT. The Etruscan goddess of fate. Mean is 
also called Lasa. 

MEDB. A fairy, in Irish folklore, thought to be 
the original of Queen Mab. 

MEDEA. The daughter of /Ectes, king of Colchis, 
famed for her skill in sorcery and enchantment. 
She helped her lover Jason, the Argonaut, to win 
the Golden Fleece and accompanied him back to 
Thessaly. The "magnificent witch" restored Ja¬ 
son's old father ^Eson to youth, by drawing the 
blood from his veins and filling them with the 
juices of certain herbs. 

*'In such A ni^ht <Ji'J McHca gather 
The cnchan!c<l herbs that did renew old -Kson/* 

MEDICINE MEN, The priests of the American 
Indian tribes. They have knowledge of herbs and 
other natural remedies as well as of supernatural 
aids. 

MEDUSA. One of the three Gorgons. the only one 
of the number that was not immortal. .Medusa was 
of so frightful an aspect, “a woman’s countenance 
with a serpent's locks," that no living thing could 
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behold her without being turned to stone. Perseus 
waited until she was asleep and then, guided by 
her image reflected in his bright shield, he cut off 
her head and gave it to Minerva (Athena), who 
fixed it in the middle of her aegis. 

“What was thaJ snaky-headed forgon shield 

That wise Minerva wore, unconquered vircin. 

\VT)erewitb she freeted her foes to congealed stone?” 

MEFITIS. The Roman goddess of mephitic, noxi¬ 
ous vapours. She had a temple in the famous 
valley of Amsanctus, near Calabria, where the ex¬ 
halations. supposed to be the breath of Pluto him¬ 
self, were of so deadly a character that all who 
set foot on the spot died. 

MEGffiRA. “Envier” or “denier." one of the 
Furies. (See erjxyes) 

MEHURT. An ancient Egyptian cosmic goddess, 
represented as a cow. or cow-hcaded. She was 

called the "celestial heifer" who gave birth to the 
sii n. 

MERE MERE. The Polynesian chief god. the 
creator of all. represented in paintings as a birdlikc 
figure. In Easter Island a feast was held annually 
in his honour, when eggs of sea birds were brought 

# rocky islets. 

MELICERTES. The son of Ino. who became the 
sea god Pal.Ttnon and as such was the protecting 
genius of harbours. 

MELPOMENE. One of the Muses, daughter of 
^cus and Mnemosyne. She presided over tragedy, 
and was commonly represented as veiled and hold- 
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ing in her hand a tragic mask. Melpomene became, 
by the river god Achelotis, the mother of the 
Sirens. 

MEMNON. King of the Ethiopians, the beautiful 
son of Tithonus and Eos. He was slain by Achilles 
in the Trojan war. Zeus made him immortal. The 
word Memnon in Egyptian signified beloved of 
Amon. The colossal statue of Memnon behind the 
great temple of Thebes, when struck by the first 
rays of the sun, was said to give forth a sound 
like the snapping asunder of a chord, or the 
breaking of a harp string. Poetically, when Eos 
(dawn) kisses her son at daybreak, he acknowl¬ 
edges the salutation with a musical murmur. 

•’Memnon bending o'er hi* broken lyre." 

MENELAUS. The king of Sparta, husband of 
Helen, and younger brother of Agamemnon, king 
of Mycena;. 

MENERVA. A later spelling of the name of the 
Etruscan goddess Menrva. 

MENRVA. The goddess who is thus called on 
Etruscan monuments seems to have been allied to 
Nortia, the Fortuna of the Etruscans. Menrva 
was the goddess of the half light of morning and 
evening, the flush of the sky at dawn and sunset. 
She was one of the nine deities called Novensilcs, 
who had the power of hurling thunderbolts. Her 
thunderbolts were hurled at the time of the vernal 
equinox. 

MENTU. An Eg>’ptian deity who presided over the 
sun. He was often identified with the solar orb, 
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and bore the name of Mcntu-Ra. The peculiarity 
of his form was that, to the hawk's head, the disc, 
and the ur<eus of Ra, he joined the tall plumes of 
Amon. His hue. when he was painted, was like 
that of Ra, red. 

MERCURY or MERCURIUS. The Roman god of 
commerce and gain, whose cult was derived from 
that of the Greek Hermes. The Latin poets refer 
to him as herald or messenger of the gods. An 
image of Mercury or a shapeless post with a mar¬ 
ble head of ^^ercury on it used to be erected by 
the Romans where two or more roads met. to 
point out the way. 

MERODACH or BEL-MERODACH. "The august 
god," the god of Justice and judgment, who was 
probably from very remote times the tutelary god 
of the city of Babylon. He is identified with 
Marduk. 

MEROPE. One of the Pleiades. Before her trans¬ 
formation into a star, she was the wife of Sisy- 
plius, son of iColiis. iferope is the dimmest of the 
Pleiades, and this because she married a mortal. 

MERSEKER. The Egyptian goddess of silence. In 
one of the royal tombs at Thebes she was called 
the ruler of Amenti” or the regions below. The 
form assigned her was very like that usually given 
to Nephthys. She carried the ankh, like the other 
goddesses, but also bore the uas or male sceptre. 

MERU. A fabled Hindu mountain at the earth’s 
centre, rising to a height of 80.000 leagues, and 
forming the dwelling place of the gods. 
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MESUKKUMMIK O-KWI. The earth goddess, 
the great-grandmother of all, worshipped by the 
Ottawa Indians. These Indians never dig up the 
roots of which their medicines arc made without 
at the same time depositing in the earth something 
as an offering to Mesukkummik O-Kwi. 

METIS. “Fear," one of the attendants of Ares. 

METIS. “Prudence,” the daughter of Oceanus, was 
the first wife of Zeus, and exceeded gods and 
men in knowledge. Uranus and Ga;a told Zeus 
that the first child of Metis, a maid, would equal 
him in strength and counsel. Zeus therefore swal¬ 
lowed Metis during pregnancy, but later the god¬ 
dess Athena sprung from his head. 

MEZTLI. The Aztec moon deity and goddess of 
generation, whose effigy was delineated on a vast 
plate of silver in the ancient Mexican temple con¬ 
secrated to her. 

MICHABO. “Great hare,” the supreme god of the 
Algonquins, the spirit of light who dispels dark¬ 
ness. To Michabo. at early dawn, the Indian 
stretches forth his hands in prayer. The Algon¬ 
quin priest builds his medicine lodge to face the 
su nrise. 

MICTLANTECUTLI. The Aztec skeleton god of 
the underworld, the horrible lord of the midniglit 
hour, whose bird was the owl. Mis murky realm 
was "where the shadows pointed,” a place of utter 
eternal darkness, “windowless and lightless, and 
huge enough to receive the whole world. 
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MIDAS. King of Phrygia, to whom, in gratitude 
for his kindness to Silcnus, Dionysus proiuisccl to 
grant anything he might ask. Midas asked that 
everything he touched might be turned to gold. 
But as even his food became thus changed, he 
begged the god to take back the favour. This was 
done by his bathing in the river Pactolus. which 
thereafter iiad golden sands, l or his decision in 
favour of Pan in a musical contest between Pan 
and .Apollo. .Apollo changed Midas’s cars into ass's 
ears. These Midas hid under a Phrygian cap. but 
his barber discovered them. and. to relieve him¬ 
self of the secret, dug a hole into which he whis¬ 
pered, “King Mida.s has ass’s ears.” and then filled 
It up. A reed, however, growing near by, betrayed 
the secret by its whispers. 

MIDER. A Gaelic god, probably an underworld 
deity. 

MIDGARD. The Norse middle world, the abode 
of human beings. It was joined to .Asgard by the 
rainbow bridge Bifrost. Asgard was the abode of 
the celestials and Utgard the abode of the giants. 
Midgard was between the two.—better than Ut¬ 
gard, but inferior to Asgard. (5cf nine worlds) 

midgard. The serpent which Odin threw into 
1 1 C deep ocean. When the final destruction of the 
world comes, the Norse mythology says. Midgard 
will rise up out of the sea and join the enemies of 
the gods. (See racnarok) 

MILCOM The chief national god of the Ammon¬ 
ites, spoken of in the Old Testament as "the 
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abomination of the Ammonites.” llilconi is iden¬ 
tified with Moloch. 

MIMIR. The Norse god of wisdom and most cele¬ 
brated of the giants. "Mimir's well” was a spring 
in which all wisdom lay concealed. It sprang from 
the root of the world ash. Vggdrasill, and drinking 
from this spring, Mimir knew all the past and the 
future. Odin gave one of his eyes to be permitted 
to drink of this well of all wisdom, and the draught 
made hint the wisest of the gods. 

MIN or AMSU. An Egyptian god of the genera¬ 
tive powers of nature. His sacred animal was the 
ram. Harvest festivals were dedicated to him as a 
sign of gratitude for the abundance he caused to 
spring forth from the earth. 

MINERVA. The Roman name of the Greek god¬ 
dess Athena. 

MINOS. The mythical king and lawgiver of Crete. 
According to the legend, Minos was a son of Zeus, 
and from his father was said to have learned those 
laws which he afterward delivered unto men. He 
was later a judge in Hades, where he presided over 
and examined the bodiless spirits. 

‘‘Minos sh.nkcs them; he calls 
The silent multitudes. an<l leams from each 
The story of his life and crimes.** 

MINOS. King of Crete, the husband of Pastphae, 
and supposed to be the grandson of Minos, the 
lawgiver. In compliance with an oracle, Minos 
made Dsdalus build for him the labyrinth. In 
this he placed the Minotaur, where he fed him on 
human flesh. 
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MINOTAUR. A celebrated monster, half-man and 
half-bull, the offspring of Pasiphae. wife of Minos, 
by a bull sent to Minos by Poseidon. The Mino¬ 
taur was confined in the labyrinth by Minos, 
where Theseus finally killed him with the aid of 
Ariadne, who gave him the clew of thread by 
which he found his way out of the labyrinth. 

**An4 th« slender clew, 

Prepar’d in secret hy th* enamour’d maid. 

Thro' the curv’d labyrinth his steps convey'd.** 

MINTHA. A daughter of the Creek river god 
Cocytus. Pluto loved her. Pcrseplionc, having dis** 
covered her husband's amour, changed his mis* 
tress into an herb, which thereafter bore her name, 
fit ini, 

MISOR. A Phoenician deity regarded as the au¬ 
tumn sun in sun worship, and as the waning moon 
in moon worship. (See zadf.k) 

MITHRA or MITHRAS. The Persian sun god, 
the chief helper of Ahura-Mazda (Ormazd) in his 
struggle with the powers of darkness. Mithra is 
represented as a young man clad in Asiatic gar¬ 
ments and wearing a Phrygian cap. He is de¬ 
scribed in one of the hymns as '‘thousand-eyed 
and thousand-cared, full of knowledge and powers 
neither slumbering nor sleeping.” 

MITRA, A celestial deity probably the same as the 
Persian Mithas, but early sunk into relative unim¬ 
portance. In the only hymn addressed exclusively 
to him in the Rig-Vccla. Mitra is said to watch the 
tillers of the soil "with unwinking eye,*' which sug¬ 
gests a solar divinity. 
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MIXCOATL. A prehistoric Mexican deity called 
"cloud serpent” or lightning god. Mixcoatl was 
identified with the tempest, the thunder-clouds, 
and the tropical whirlwind. 

MNEMOSYNE. The goddess of memory, daugh¬ 
ter of Uranus and Giea. Mnemosyne was mother 
of the nitie Muses by Zeus. 

MNEVIS. An incarnation of the god Ra as a black 
bull, consecrated to the sun and worshipped by 
the Egyptians at Heliopolis. 

MOCCUS. A Gaulish swine god. In Irish myth, 
monstrous swine were eaten at feasts, and were re¬ 
garded as the immortal food of the gods. 

MffiRA. In Greek mythology, Mcera was the go<l- 
dess of fate or destiny who gave to all their por¬ 
tion of good and evil. In Homer she is often the 
"goddess of death.” 

MOLOCH. The Phccnician god of fire, whose wor¬ 
ship was accompanied by human sacrifices, es¬ 
pecially of firstborn children, who were burned in 
the fire to him while trumpets and flutes drowned 
their screams. Tradition says that Moloch was a 
brazen furnace with outstretched arms to receive 
the human sacrifices. 

“Moloch, horrid kinir, besmear'd with blood 
Of human sacrifice and parent*’ tears.” 

MOLY. Hermes gave the mythical herb moly to 
Ulysses as an antidote against the sorceries of 
Circe. 

“Black was the root, but milky while the flower. 

Moly the name, lo mortals bard to find.” 
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MOMUS. The Greek god of mockery and censure, 
who jeered against the actions of both gods and 
men. Nothing was perfect or found favour in 
his sight. Momus found fault witli the man made 
by Hephafstus. for not having little windows in his 
breast so that his secret thoughts might be seen. 

MONAN. A deity of the Tupi-Guarani Indians of 
Brazil, the creator of the world. Tliey believe the 
Pleiades to be a swarm of celestial bees. 

MOON, (i’rc selexe) 

M600I. The earthquake god of the natives of the 
Tonga Islands, who say that Moooi supports the 
earth. When he is tired of one posture he turns 
himself about, and that causes an earthquake. Then 
the people shout and beat the ground with sticks 
to make him keep still. 

MORPHEUS. The god of sleep and also of dreams; 
so called because of the forms and shapes he gave 
to the imagination of the dreamer. Morpheus was 
often represented as a youth treading lightly on 
tiptoe, having wings and holding a poppy stalk. 

MORRIGU. The fierce war goddess of the Gaels, 
worshipped with magical and cruel rites. Morrigu 
was represented as fully armed and carrying two 
spears in her hand. Her favourite disguise was a 
carrion crow as she hovered over the field of bat¬ 
tle. She was identified with Badb. 

mors, a Roman deity of the lower world. Mors 

was a son of Nox and twin brother of Somnus. 
(ire TUAXATOS) 
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MORTA. One of the three Fates. Morta was the 
Roman name for the Greek Atropos, who cuts off 
the thread of life. 

MOVE. The Chinese deity Moye was the mother 
of Fo-Hi. 

MULA DYADI. The highest god of the Battak 
tribe of Sumatra, who “dwelt in the uppermost of 
the seven heavens and had two birds as his ser¬ 
vants.” 

MULCIBER. A surname of Vulcan. Mulciber al¬ 
ludes to the softening influence of fire upon metals. 

MULLO. A Gaelic god. the tutelar deity of mule 
drivers. 

MULUNGU. The great creator, god of a Bantu 
tribe called Yaos, dwelling at the southern end of 
Lake Kyasa. The Yaos believe that the soul sur¬ 
vives after the death of the body, and hence the 
souls of tlie dead are powers to be honoured and 
propitiated. Muhingu is regarded as the agent in 
anything mysterious. When it thunders Mulungu 
is speaking: and the rainbow is Mulungu's bow. 

MUMBO JUMBO. The native name of an African 
god: any Negro idol or fetish is also called Mumbo 
Jumbo. 

MUMMU. In the Babylonian Creation Epic. 
Mummu is chaos or confusion. Mummu was over¬ 
thrown by the great gods under the leadership 

of Ea. 

MUNDA. A demon in Hindu mythology who was 
killed by Uma, the consort of Siva. 
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MUNU. A Finnish deity who looked after the wel¬ 
fare of the human eye, especially during the blind¬ 
ing snows and piercing winds of the north in Fin¬ 
land. 

MURA-MURAS. The rain gods of the African 
Dieri. They live in the sky and make the clouds, 
which arc the "body or substance of rain.*’ 

MUSPELLSHEIM. A realm of fire, generally sup¬ 
posed to be in the south, one of the Nine Worlds 
in Korse mythology. The stars were sparks from 
Muspcllsheim. 

MUS.S. The Creek godde sscs or Muses who presided 
over poetry, music and all the liberal arts and 
sciences, and who were the daughters of Zeus by 
the nymph Mnemosyne. The names of the Muses 
were Calliope, Muse of epic poetry: Clio, of his¬ 
tory; Euterpe, of lyric poetry; Melpomene, of 
tragedy; Erato, of love poetry; Terpsichore, of 
choral dance and song; Polyhymnia, of sacred 
poetry; Urania, of astronomy; and Thalia, of 
comedy. 

MAUT. "The mother of the gods,’* consort 
of Amon-Ra, and considered as the passive princi¬ 
ple in nature, Mut was represented by a female 
figure wearing the psehent, or double crown of 
Upper and Lower Egypt, placed upon a cap orna¬ 
mented with the head, body and wings of a vulture. 

MUTINUS. A deity among the Romans much the 
same as Priapus of the Greeks, 

MUURUP. An evil deity, greatly feared by the 
Wiradjuri of Australia. He comes in the lightning 
to destroy them; he lives under ground and com- 
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mands the evil spirits. The owl is Muurup’s mes¬ 
senger. 

MUZUNGA MAYA. The wicked white devil of 
Mozambique. The Negro natives make little 
images of extreme hideousness, which arc occa¬ 
sionally displayed, in the belief that if the white 
devil is lurking near he will vanish out of sheer 
disgust of his own ugliness. 

MYLITTA. A Babylonian goddess, who was wor¬ 
shipped by the sacrifice of chastity. She was 
identified with Ishtar or Astarte. whose cult is 
described by Herodotus. He says: "The Baby¬ 
lonians have a most shameful custom. Every 
woman born in the country must once in her life 
go and sit down in the precinct of Venus and 
there con.sort with a stranger . . . here there is 
always a great crowd, some coming, some going; 
lines or cords mark out the paths in all directions 
antong the women, and the strangers pass along 
them to make their choice. A woman who has 
taken her seat is not allowed to return home till 
one of the strangers throws a silver coin into her 
lap and takes her with him beyond the holy 
ground. When he throws the coin he says these 
words: ‘The goddess Mylitta prosper thee.”’ The 
wages earned by this sanctified harlotry were dedi¬ 
cated to the goddess. 

MYRMIDONS. A fierce tribe on the southern 
borders of Thessaly who accompanied Achilles to 
the Trojan war. According to some writers, the 
Myrmidons received their name from having been 
originally ants. -eacus) 
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NABU. A Chaldean god better known as Xebo. 

NAGA. One of a race of human-faced serpents, 
held in awe and reverence, inhabiting a magiiiticent 
subterranean kingdom, under the rule of Sesha. the 
sacred serpent of Vishnu. 

NAGA MIN. The Burmese serpent god. who is oc¬ 
casionally represented as embracing a whole 
pagoda in his coils; more often he decorates the 
top of temple balustrades. 

NAIADS. Inferior Latin deities who presided over 
ri'crs, springs and fountains and were held in 
great veneration by the Romans. 

NAKSHATRAS. Ill Hindu mythology, the Xak- 
shatras were the wives of the moon. 

local tutelary divinities 
of the Cambodians. There is always one for each 
Village. 


ARU. The Babylonian god of pcstilc 
Xamtaru was called ‘'chief of the demons." 

NAN* (See KVAx) 


ncc. 


lalcr merged i„ 

g dess Uhtar. Xana was called the goddess 

of the evening star, and her temple at Elam i„ 
.... mounumous coun.ry ear. o, Bab.v.o^^iT’eo;;: 

was treasures. She 

was idcntihed with Nina. 
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NANNA. The wife of Baldur the Norse god of 
light- When the blind god Hodur slew Baldur, 
Nanna’s heart burst with sorrow and she threw 
herself upon his funeral pile and was burned to 
death. “Her heart brake with grief and she too 
was placed upon the pyre.” 

NANNAR. The Chaldean moon god, whose chief 
place of worship was at Ur, the one time capital 
of the ancient Sumerian kingdom. He was also 
called Sin and Ninnar. His consort was Nin-gal 
tlie moon goddess. 

NANTOSVELTA. A goddess of the Britons, pre¬ 
sumably connected with the sun god Sulis. 

NARAKA. In Hinduism, Naraka is the place of 
punishment for the wicked after death. 

NARAYANA. “Lord of Creatures," identified witli 
Brahma, but usually with \'ishnu. In the Rama- 
yana it says that Rama “prayed unto the lord of 
creatures. Xarayana. ancient sire.” One of the 
famous Hindu prayers has the following: “Let us 
think about Xarayana; may Vishnu stimulate this 
in us.” 

NARCISSUS. In Greek mythology, a beautiful 
youth for vain love of whom Echo died. Xetnesis 
punished Narcissus's indifference by causing him 
to fall in love with his own reflection which he saw 
in the water of a fountain. He pined away in de¬ 
sire for it and was changed into the flower that 
bears his name. 

NATS. The spirits worshipped by the Burmese 
are called Nats. X.at worship is the most im- 


200 



portant and the most pervading thing in religious 
life in Burma. Even the Buddhist monasteries are 
protected by the Nats, whose spirit shrines (natsin) 
stand beside pagodas. 

NAV. The Slavonic abode of the dead. 

NDAUTHINA. -Torch bearer/' the fire god who 
roamed the reefs at night, crowned witli a flaming 
brazier, X<lauthiiia was the god of the seafaring 
and fishing tribes of the Fiji Indians. 

NDENGEL The earthejuake god of the Fijians, 
who in the form of an enormous serpent inhabited 
a cave in tlic mountains. When the earth quaked 
tlic people said. "Nclcngci is turning over/' Every 
year several hundred hogs and turtles were carried 
for sacrifice to the mouth of the cave, which the 
priests approached on knees and elbows. 

NDYAMBI KARUNGA. a great god of tlie Bantu 
tribes in southern .Africa. They call Ndyambi 
Karunga a good god and say: “Me is in heaven 
above and not in the graves; he is a god of bless¬ 
ing; he is angry with nobody and punishes no¬ 
body/' 

NEBO or NABU. The Chaldean god who presided 
over knowledge and intelligence, the scribe of the 
gods, called “he who hears from afar/' **hc wlio 
teaches and instructs/' and ‘‘the lord of lords, wlio 
has no equal in power." To Nebo was ascribed 
the origin of writing. The tablets of the royal 
library at Nineveh were said to contain “the wis¬ 
dom of Neho." Tashmit %vas his consort. 
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NEBTA. An Egyptian goddess of the underworld. 
(See XEPHTnVS) 

NECESSITAS. “The inevitable.” A Roman di¬ 
vinity who presided over the destinies of mankind 
and was regarded as superior to the gods them¬ 
selves. Her symbol was the nail, as fixing fast 
the decrees of Fate. She was called, by the Greeks, 
Ananke. 

NECTAR. The celestial wine conferring immor¬ 
tality and drunk by the gods, (^rr ambrosia) 

NEFER-TUM. An Egyptian god of generation. 
Nefer-Tum personified the heat of the rising sun. 
and was represented as a man crowned with an 
iipspringing lotus flower as a symbol of resurrec¬ 
tion, signifying the god’s power to grant continu¬ 
ance of life in the world to come. 

NEHALENNIA. A Germanic goddess of fertility 
and navigation. Tacitus mentions her as a god¬ 
dess of the Suevi. 

NEITH or NET. The Egyptian goddess of the 
upper heaven. She was figured as a woman wear¬ 
ing the teshr. or crown of Lower Egypt. In her 
right hand she bore the symbol of life, in her left 
the lotus sceptre, to which were added in some 
instances a bow and two arrows. Occasionally, 
instead of the crown she wore the common female 
headdress, surmounted by the so-called^ shuttle. 
She presided over war and weaving. Upon her 
shrine at Sais was the following inscription: “I am 
all that was. and is. and is to be; and no mort.il 
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hath lilted my veil.” Keith is sometimes identified 
witli Isis. 

NEKHBET. .As goddess of Upper and Lower 
Egypt, Xekhbct was figured in the form of a vul¬ 
ture. 

NEMESIS. An avenging Greek goddess, the per¬ 
sonification of the righteous anger of the gods, 
and inflexibly .severe to the proud and insolent. 
She is sometimes called .Adrastea. 

"Vengeance ilivine to punish sin slow: 

The slower is its pace, the surer is iu blow.*’ 

NENIA. .A Roman gotidess who presided over 
funerals. She had a temple outside the Porta 
\’iminalis. 

NEPHELE. The first wife of .Athamas. king of 
Thebes, and mother of Phrixus and Hclle. 

NEPHTHYS or NEBTA. .An Egyptian goddess, 
<laughter of Seb and Nut. sister and wife of Set. 
She held an important office in the underworld, 
where she was the constant associate of Osiris 
and Isis. Nephtbys docs not seem to have had 
any temple dedicated to her. 

NEPRA. The Egyptian deity of corn. 

NEPTUNE. The Roman name of the Greek god 
Poseidon. 

NER, The god of the ocean, the abyss, in the Dru- 
iilical mythology* of the Britons. 

NEREIDS. Greek nymphs of the sea, daughters of 
Ncrcus and Doris. The Nereids were described as 
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having green hair and with the lower part of their 
bodies like that of fish. The most famous of these 
were Amphitritc, Thetis, and Galatea. They were 
benevolent goddesses. 

NEREUS. A sea deity, son of Oceanus and Gsea. 
His daughters were the Nereids. According to 
Hesiod. N'ercus was distinguished for his love of 
truth and justice; he had also the gift of prophecy, 
and the power of transforming himself into any 
shape he chose to assume. He was kindly dis¬ 
posed toward mortals. 

NERGAL. The Assyrian god of the midsummer 
sun. the sun in its burning destructive aspect; he 
was also the god of war and pestilence and the 
supreme lord of the gloomy realm of the dead. 
Nergal’s emblem was the human-beaded and 
winged lion, which is usually seen, as it were on 
guard, at the entrance of the royal palaces. .Mlatu 
was his consort. He was often identified with Ira. 

NERTHUS. In Teutonic mythology. Nerthus was 
a goddess of peace and the life giving fertility of 
the earth, whose chief seat of worship was the 
island of Secland. Her secret shrine in the centre 
of tlie island was surrounded by a dense thicket 
which none but a priest might enter. 

NESSUS. The centaur who carried Dcianira, wife 
of Hercules, across the river Evemts, while Her¬ 
cules went across through the water himself. 
Nes.sus attempted the honour of Dcianira, and 
Hercules, hearing her cries, shot Nessus with a 
poisoned arrow as he came on shore. The dying 
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centaur thought on revenge and told Dei'anira if 
she wished a philtre that would secure the love 
of Hercules, to keep carefully the b!oo 1 that flowed 
from his wound. Dcianira tinged tl'.e tunic of 
Hercules with the philtre, which poisoned his flesh 
and caused such agony that he killed himself. 

“N'essus is this, who for fair Deianira died, 

.And wrought himself revenge for his own fate." 

NET. The Egyptian goddess of the upper heaven, 
(i iV XEITII ) 

NETHUNS. The Etruscan god of the sea, identi¬ 
fied with the Roman Neptune. 

NETPE. .An Egyptian goddess who represented the 
vault of heaven. (See .sut) 

NGAI. The supreme god of the Masai of East 
Africa. They have their ten commandments, the 
first of which is: "There is one only God: hereto¬ 
fore you called him ‘Almighty;’ hence¬ 

forth you shall call him Ngai." 

NGOC HOANG. "The emperor of jade," the Chinese 
deity who dwells in the midst of heaven. Ngoc 
Hoang is the supreme ruler of the universe; the 
sky god. 

NIBLUNGS. In German mythologj’, the Niblungs 
were the children of the mist, a race of dwarfs or 
demonic beings. 

NICKAR. The name assumed by Odin when he im¬ 
personated the destroying principle. 

NIDABA. A grain goddess of ancient Umma, a 
rival city of Lagash, in Sumer. 
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NIDHOGGE. The Xorse serpent (darkness) said 
to gnaw perpetually at the roots of the great ash 
tree Vggdrasill, which supports the universe. 

NIFLHEIM. The Norse mist world, the murky 
northern region of endless col<l and everlasting 
darkness, ruled over by Hcla. (^Ct’ xixe worlds) 

NIKE. The Greek goddess of victory, one of the 
attendants of Zeus. She was represented as winged, 
and carrying a laurel wreath and a palm brancli. 
The corresponding Roman goddess was called \'’ic- 
toria. 

NILUS. The Egyptian god of the river Nile, the 
swelling waters of which were said to be caused 
by the tears of Isis mourning for Osiris. He was 
also called Hapi. 

NIN. NINIP or BAR. A fierce Assyrian god of 
battle and of the chase, called the “lord of the 
brave” and the "destroyer of enemies." The 
Assyrian kings reckoned Kin their tutelary god. 
His emblem was a winged bull with a human 
head. 

NINA. In Babylonian mytho!og>', Nina was a god¬ 
dess of the watery deep. She was the daughter 
of Ea and later amalgamated in Ishtar. In the 
earlier Sumerian pantheon, Nina was the goddess of 
the oracle of Lagash, the “lady of the holy moun¬ 
tain.” Probably the same as Nana. 

NINAZU. An .Assyrian goddess, sometimes men¬ 
tioned as the wife of Ea. Ninazu was called the 
queen of Hades, "the lady of the house of death, 
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whose special office was to watch and soothe the 
last hours of the dying. 

NINE WORLDS. In Norse cosmology, the nine 
worlds were the divisions of the universe. Only 
five arc certain, viz.: .Asgard, Midgard. jotunnheim 
Utgard. Muspcllsheim, and Niflheim; possibly 
Alfheim, Svartalfahcim. Vanaheim. and Hel are 
the others. 

NIN-GAL. The Sumerian moon goddess, consort 
of tile moon god Nannar or Sin, worshipped at Ur, 
the capital of Sumer. 

NING-BONGA. The Dravidian goddess of the 
moon, worshipped by the Binjhias. a tribe of north- 
ern India, and called by them the •'mother of the 
stars." She is worshipped in conjunction with 
Sing-bonga the sun god. 

NINGIRSU. In the older Babylonian pantheon, a 

solar deity, god of war and agriculture, and the 

patron god of the ancient Sumerian city of Lagash. 

As presiding over agriculture, he was known as 

lord of the corn heaps." The goddess Bau was 
nis consort. 


NINp. God of the spring and the morning sun. 
who changes darkness into light." He was con¬ 
sort of the moon goddess Gula. Ninib was one of 
the chief gods of the Babylonian and Assyrian 

pantheon. In Nippur he was considered as the 
son of the god Bel. 


NINIP. The Assyrian god of battle. (See nin) 

Sumerian goddess of child¬ 
birth, the mother goddess of the city of Ur. 
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NIN-LIL. An early Babylonian goddess, called 
‘•mother of the gods,” the consort of Bel (En-lil). 
She was better known as Beltis or Belit. 

NINNAR. Another name for Sin or Xannar, the 
Chaldean moon deity. 

NINNI. (See innana) 

NI-O. The Japanese gods of doors and gates, who 
guard against “unfriendly things from below and 
above.” Small prints of the Ni-o, guardians of 
holy places, are set on the doors for protection. 

NIRIG- a Babylonian storm god. “the seed scat- 
tercr upon the mountains." therefore also an agri¬ 
cultural deity. Nirig is described in an inscription 
as riding in a chariot of lapis lazuli, his onset full 
of the fury of the tempest. 

NIRVANA. In Buddhism, Nirvana is the final 
emancipation of the soul from transmigration, and 
consequently a beatific freedom from worldly evils, 
by annihilation or by absorption into the divine. 
“An eternal state of existence, a non-breathing 
state.” Nirvana is only to be attained by escape 
from the causal nexus or Karma. 

**Sh.ill 5<y)n or late bre.ik from the wheels of life. 

Attaining blest Nirvana.” 

NISROCH. The supreme deity of the Assyrians, 
represented as an eagle-hcadcd man. It was at 
Nisroch's shrine that the sleeping Sennacherib was 
slain by his two sons. 

“How. in the temple, on Sennacherib fell 
His sons, and how a corp»c they left him there. 
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NIX. In Teutonic folklore, the Nix is a water sprite, 
ordinarily regarded as evil but capable of being 
conciliated by votive offerings. 

NJAI. The goddess of the spirits of the sea. Njai 
lives in a beautiful palace at the bottom of the 
ocean on the coast of Java, whence she holds sway 
over the spirits living in the caverns. The Javan¬ 
ese enter this region with great reverence and with 
offerings. 

or NJORD. One of the Vanir deities, 
god of the winds and waves. Njorth was the pro- 
tector of seafarers. 

NOCTILUCA. A Latin surname of Diana, indi¬ 
cating that as Noctiluca the goddess shines during 
the night season. She had a temple on the Pala¬ 
tine Hill. 


NONA. The Roman name for the Greek Lachesis. 
one of the Fates. She determined the length of life. 

NORNA. The fountain where the Norns, the Norse 
rates, sat in judgment. 


.^‘^""''■eoddcsscs. “weird sisters 

and crnl 

and IkuIH o' Verthandi 

and Skuld. or Past. Present and Future. In the 

orsc sagas, they are represented as sitting beside 

the fountain Norna. beneath the root of the sacred 

life. spinning the fates of human 


NORTIA. The 
Vulsinii. nails 


Etruscan goddess of fortune. At 
were hammered into the wall of the 
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temple of Nortia by the men who held the office 
of censor, as a convenient means of recording and 
numbering the years. 

NOTUS. The Greek south wind, corresponding to 
the Latin Auster. It was spoken of by the ancients 
as a stormy wind that brought rains and fog. The 
“Temple of the Winds” at Athens shows Notus 
holding an inverted urn, the contents of which he 
is pouring out over the earth. 

NOURALI. The chief god of the Murray River 
Australians, who was immortal, self-created, and 
the creator of all. They conceived Nourali under 
the form of a crow or an eagle. 

NOVENSILES. The nine great gods of the Etrus¬ 
cans. who had the power of hurling thunderbolts. 
They were Tina. Cupra, Menrva or Menerva, Sum- 
manus, Vejovis or Vedius, Sethlans, Mars, Man- 
tus, and Ercle or Hcrcle. 

NOX or NYX. One of the most ancient Greek 
deities, daughter of Chaos and sister of Erebus, 
by whom she became the mother of /Either (Air) 
and Hcmcra (Day). Nox was called goddess of 
the night and mother of all things. In the Or¬ 
phean Fragments is found. “I will sing of Night, 
the genitor of gods and men; Night, the genesis of 
all things.” 

NSAMBE. A great deity, the lord of heaven and 
earth, worshipped by the Fans, a large tribe in the 
French Congo, who believe that Nsambe created 
all living things and set the world in order. 

NU. (See nun) 
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NUADA. “He of the silver hand,” the war god of 
the Gaels, among whom Nuada was the supreme 
god. 

NUBI or NUBTI. Names often applied to Set, the 
brother of Osiris. 

NUDD or LUDD. The Gaelic name of the Cymric 
god of the sky, Ludd. Nudd appears on many in¬ 
scriptions as a sun god with his head surrounded 
by bright rays. 

NUM. The heaven god worshipped by the Samoyed, 
in Finno-Ugric mytholog>’. The sky is his visible 
embodiment, and through the moon and the stars 
he manifests himself at night. The rainbow forms 
the hem of his mantle. As their ideas of him 
are dim and uncertain, no attempt is made to 
materialize him, and there are no images of him. 
When sacrificing to this deity, the faces of the 
sacrificing priest and the sacrificial animal are 
turned in the direction of the rising sun. 

NUMKYMPOI. "Among the stars,” the highest 
gods worshipped by the Samoyed. They are known 
only to the shamans, who see them in visions and 
make wooden images of them. 

NUN or NU. The Egyptian god of the primeval 
mass of waters, in which were contained the germs 
of all existence. In the sacred my^h, "The De¬ 
struction of Mankind by Ra.” Nun is called the 
first-born of the gods. He is described as self- 
created, both male and female, able of himself to 
conceive and beget. 


211 



NURUNDERI. A god of the Narrinyeri people of 
southeastern Australia, who dwells in a shadowy 
Elysium in the far west. To reach this abode of 
bliss the souls of the dead have to pass under the 
sea and over a fiery pit, into which the wicked fall 
while the good escape. 

NUSKU. The Babylonian fire god, the god of 
light, the conqueror of all evil and the promoter 
of all good. The great plcnipotetttiary of En-!il. 
In a hymn Nusku is alluded to as “the flame of 
heaven,” “the upliftcr of the torch, the enlightener 
of darkness.” 

NUSTOO. The goddess of a Dravidian tribe of 
northern India. Nustoo created the world, came 
into life from a self-evolved egg, and dwelt in the 
petals of a water lily until she had formed and 
moulded the land for her abode, 

NUT or NETPE. An Egyptian goddess of the 
firmament, wife of Seb and mother of Osiris. She 
was held in honour in the lower world and thus 
her figure often appears in tombs. As sky god¬ 
dess, Nut was represented in art as a woman with 
her body arched over that of her husband Seb, her 
feet resting on the ground at one of his extremi¬ 
ties. and her hands touching the ground at the 
other. Sometimes her body was spangled with 
stars. 

NYAN or NAN. The sun god, the supreme being 
of the West Africans, the giver of rain and the 
ripener of crops. 
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NYANG. The god of evil of the Madagascans, to 
whom they pray: “O Nyang, bad and strong spirit, 
let not the thunder roar over our heads! . . . Thou 
reignest over the wicked; and great is their num¬ 
ber. O Nyang. Torment not, then, any longer the 
good folkr* 

NYIGBLA. A falling star god of the Ewe Negroes 
of Guinea, West Africa, who regard him as a pow¬ 
erful deity, a war god who marches at the head of 
the host and leads it to victory. Nyigbla is also 
a rain god, and showers arc sent by him from the 
sky. 

NYMPH5J. Greek goddesses represented as dsvcll- 
ing in the moutuains, forests, meadows, waters, 
etc. Thus the mountain nymphs or Orccds haunted 
the mountains; the tree numphs or Hanuidryads 
were born and died with the trees; the wood 
nymphs or Dryads presided over the forests gen¬ 
erally; the water nymphs or Naiads guarded rivers 
and springs; and the ocean nymphs, Occanids or 
Nereids held sway over the sea. 

NYX. {See Kox) 

NZAMBI. The supreme goddess of the Bakongo, a 
tribe of the Congo Free State. 
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OANNES. A Chaldean sea deity, the god of light 
and wisdom, who exercised his knowledge of the 
healing art for the beneht of his votaries. Cannes 
was represented with both a fish’s head and a hu¬ 
man head, a fish’s tail and feet under the tail. It 
was said that in the daytime Cannes lived with men 
to instruct them in arts and sciences but at night 
retired to the ocean. He was identified with Dagon 
and also with E^. 

OBASHI. The supreme god of the Cameroon 
Negroes, in West Africa, who address their prayers 
to him. and assume that he dwells above the 
clouds and reveals himself to men in dreams. 

06ASSI NSI. The earth god of the Ekoi, natives 
of West Africa. When they kill a chameleon on 
the road, they lay its body by the wayside, and all 
who pass by pluck a few leaves and drop them on 
tiic dead animal. This is to appease the shade of 
the chameleon, who. if he were not pacified would 
go to Cbassi Nsi and pray for vengeance on the 
race of those who had caused his death. 

OBERON. King of the fairies. Tilania was his 
queen. 

OBUMO. The thunder god and principal deity of 
the Ibibios, a Negro tribe of the Gold Coast of 
Africa. Human sacrifices were offered to Cbumo 
at the festival of the new yams. 
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OCEANIDS. Ocean nymphs, daughters of Oceanus 
and Tethys. (See nymph^e) 


OCEANUS. In Greek mythology, the parent of all 
waters, the encircler of the world, a river which, 
according to the ancients, flowed around the earth, 
and from which the different seas ran in the man¬ 
ner of bays. Oceanus was supposed to ebb and 
flow three times a day and the heavenly bodies 
were believed to descend into it at their setting 
and emerge from it at their rising. 


OCEANUS. A Titan, the offspring of Uranus and 
Ga;a, the god of the river Oceanus, who with his 
consort Tethys ruled over the watery element un¬ 
til Zeus and his brothers overthrew the Titans and 
assumed their power, Poseidon and Amphitritc 
succeeding to the dominion of the waters in place 
of Oceanus and Tethys. 


OCYPETE. "Swift flyer,” one of the Harpies. (Sec 

HARPYI^) 

ODIN or WODEN. The supreme deity, in Norse 
mythology, the god of wisdom, poetry and war. 
who in Valhalla presided over the banquets of 
those slam in battle. He was represented as a 
man with a hat and staff. He was one-eyed, since 
he had given an eye to Mimir that he might drink 
from Mimir’s well of wisdom. Odin was also 
called Alfadur, AU-father. In the Voluspa, one of 
the Epic poems, are these lines: 

All know T. Ohihinn. Where thou thioe eye didst lose. 

In widc-mouthcd Mimir’s well," 

(See also ve. \^LI and ymir) 
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ODYSSEUS. The Greek name for the Latin Ulysses. 

(EDIPUS. The son of Laius, king of Thebes, and 
Jocasta. His father e.xposed him on Mount Cy- 
tha?ron, because an oracle had said that Laius 
should die by the hand of his son. A herdsman 
found (Edipus and he was eventually adopted by 
Polybus, the king of Corinth. When grown, an 
oracle having warned him that he would kill his 
father and marry his mother, CEdipus left home. 
On the journey he met Laius, and unaware of 
their relationship, slew him during an altercation. 
Later Qldipus solved the riddle of the Sphinx, 
thereby freeing Thebes from distress. He was 
made king of the city and married Jocasta. When 
his parentage was finally discovered, he tore out 
his eyes, and Jocasta hanged herself. 

OGMA. The Gaelic god of poetry and eloquence, 
called “honey-mouthed,” and “sun-faced.” As god 
of eloquence Ogma was depicted as drawing men 
after him. their ears being attached to his tongue 
by golden threads. He was the guide of way¬ 
farers, and the deity who presided over the roads. 
Ogma was one of the Tuatha De Danann, or good 
gods, and the son of the goddess Brighit whose 
functions were like his own, and whom he never 
completely eclipsed. 

OHONAMOCHI. The earth god of the Japanese, 
whose great shrine at Kitzuki was the second in 
importance in Japan. Thousands of pilgrims 
flocked yearly to this shrine, which had many 
smaller temples round about. 
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OHO-WATA-TSU-MI. The supreme sea god, the 
great god of the ocean. His wonderful palace, 
hidden in the depths, was once visited by a mortal 
who experienced there the love of a goddess, ac¬ 
cording to a Japanese myth. 

OKI. The good spirit of the Huron Indians. 

OLORUN. The "owner of the sky,” like many 
other African sky gods, is thought to be too far 
off, or too indifferent, to interfere in the affairs 
of this sublunary world. As a rule Olorun re¬ 
ceives no worship and is importuned by no prayers. 

OLYMPUS. Olympus is described by Homer as 
the abode where the gods had their several palaces. 
They spent the day in the palace of Zeus, round 
whom they sat in solemn conclave, while the 
younger gods danced before them, and the Muses 
entertained them with the lyre and song. They 
were shut out from the view of men upon the earth 
by a wall of clouds, the gates of which were kept 
by the Horar. 

OM. (See aum) 

OMACATL. .■\ Mexican god of joy, festivity and 

good cheer. The idol representing Omacatl was a 

squatting figure painted black and white. .\ paper 

crown enriched with emeralds surmounted its head 

and paper of divers brilliant hues was hung around 
the figure. 

OMONGA. The rice goddess who dwells in the 
moon and is worshipped by the Timor! of Celebes. 
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OMORKA. The Babylonian goddess who was sov* 
ereign of the universe when it was first created. 
In the chaos and darkness were monsters of every 
form, according to Berosius. When Bel appeared 
he cleft Omorka in twain, and of one half he made 
the heavens and of the other half the earth; and 
the beasts that were in her he caused to perish. 
Omorka is identified with Tiamat. 

OMPHALOS. According to the Greeks, Zeus, wish¬ 
ing to ascertain the exact centre of the earth, sent 
forth two eagles to fly simultaneously at equal 
speed from its eastern and western ends. They 
met at Delphi, and there in Apollo’s temple was 
set up, in commemoration, the sacred navel stone 
or Omphalos, with a golden eagle at either side, 
to mark the earth’s central point. 

ONATAH. The corn spirit of tlie Iroquois Indians. 

ONI. Japanese devils, with bristling hair, ugly and 
hideous, who come up from the infernal regions to 
drag down sinners to the hells or to punish wicked 
men who are still alive. The Oni demons range 
from giants who might devour the whole world, 
through ogres and vampires, to little goblin-like 
mischief makers. 

ONIROS. The Greek god of dreams. According to 
Homer, dreams dwelt on the shores of the West¬ 
ern Ocean, false dreams coming out by an ivory 
gate and true dreams from a gate of horn. 

ONURIS or HAN-HER. The Egyptian Mars, 
called "the bringer of fear.” Onuris was dis¬ 
tinguished in sculpture by four upright feathers. 
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ONYAME. “The shining one.” the deity of the sky, 
worshipped by the Ashanti Negroes. They ad¬ 
dress Onyame as "He upon whom men lean and 
do not fall.” 

OONAWLEH UNGGI. "The oldest wind,” a wind 
god of the Cherokee Indians. 

OPHION. Ophion and his consort Eurynomc 
ruled over Olympus until they were detlironed by 
Saturn and Rhea. 

OPOCHTLI. The Mexican god of fishing and bird 
snaring, probably of importance during the period 
when the Aztecs dwelt in the marshlands surround¬ 
ing Mcxico-Tenochtitlan. Opochtli was repre- 
sented as a naked man painted black, his head sur¬ 
mounted by the plumes of the wild birds of the 
country. 

OPS. A Roman goddess of seed time, called the 
"goddess of plenty.” Ops was identified with the 
Creek Rhea. 

ORACLE. The place where answers were supposed 
to be given by any of the divinities to those who 
consulted them respecting the future. Among the 
principal oracles were the Oracle of Zeus, at 
Dodona: the Oracle of Apollo, at Delphi; and the 
Oracle of ^Esculapius. at Epidaurus. 

ORCUS. The Roman name for the abode of the 
dead. Orcus was also an epithet of Pluto. 

OREADS. Nymphs of the fountains were called 
Oreads. They generally attended upon Artemis 
and accompanied her in hunting 
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ORENDA. The invisible power that the Iroquois 
Indians believe to be in all things. 

ORESTES. The son of .Agamemnon and Clytcm- 
nestra. The latter, with her paramour /Egisthus, 
murdered Agamemnon; and Orestes, to avenge tlie 
death of his father, slew both Clytemnestra and 
iEgisthus. After this he became mad, and went 
from land to land pursued by the Furies. 

ORMAZD or AHURA-MAZDA. The supreme deity, 
the principle of good, creator of the world and 
guardian of mankind, in Zoroastrianism. He is 
the opponent of Ahriman, the spirit of evil, both 
being sprung from Eternity, or, according to 
another version, Ahriman being the offspring of a 
moment of doubt on the part of Ormazd. Ormazd, 
the Persians say. was formed out of the purest 
light; Ahriman, on the contrary, out of the thick¬ 
est darkness. Ormazd is attended by angels and 
archangels, and is represented as a bearded man 
inclosed in a winged circle, a conception probably 
derived from the Assyrian representations of Ashur. 

ORPHEUS. The son of Apollo and the Muse 
Calliope. With the lyre which his fatlier gave 
him, Orpheus could charm beasts and make trees 
and rocks move. When his wife Eurj'dice died, 
he descended to Hades and so pleased Pluto by 
his music that the god allowed him to lead her 
back to earth on the condition that he should not 
look behind him till he reached the upper world. 
But through the anxiety of love he broke the con¬ 
dition, and Eurydice, who was following him, van- 
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ished among the shades. He sang his complaints 
to the rocks and mountains, melting the hearts of 
tigers and moving the oaks from their stations. 
“The tremulous leaves repeat to me, Eiirydice! 
Eurydice!” In his obstinate grief Orpheus retired 
to the wilds of the mountains where a troop of 
Thracian Bassarids (mjcnads) tore him limb from 
limb. His head was thrown into the river Hcbriis 
whence it was carried, still sweetly singing, to Les¬ 
bos, where it was buried. 

"His goary visage dosvn the stream was sent. 

Down the swift Hebrus to the Lesbian shore." 

ORTHUS. The two-headed dog that guarded the 
purple oxen of Gcryon. 

OSA. The supreme sky god of a Negro people of 
southern Nigeria. Osa figures largely in their 
folk tales and his name is constantly on their lips. 
Osa’s emblem, a long pole with a white cloth at¬ 
tached to It, is to be seen in nearly every village. 

OSIRIS. The great Egyptian god of the under¬ 
world and judge of the dead. Osiris was the son 
of Seb and Nut. and brother and husband of Isis. 
He was treacherously slain by his brother Set who 
sought to usurp his throne. But Isis, who still 
held the reins of government, frustrated Set’s plan 
Isis placed the body of Osiris in a coffin, but Set 
dismembered and scattered it. Isis then searched 
out and buried each part of the body. Set was 
considered as the evil principle, and Osiris as the 
principle of good. Osiris was often identified with 
the sun god Ra. as the source of life and fruitful- 
ness. In the Book of the Dead, Osiris says- "I 


221 



have kindled the light, ... I have woven the star- 
strewn path.” 

OSOWO. A sky god of the Negro tribes of the 
Obubura Hill District, in southern Nigeria. Osowo 
is the greatest of all the gods and is looked upon 
as the source of both life and death. 

OSTARA. (See eastre) 

OTUS. A giant, son of Poseidon. He and his 
brother Ephialtes were killed by Apollo when they 
tried to scale the heavens and dethrone Zeus. They 
piled Mount Pelion on Ossa, but were defeated and 
condemned to Hades. 
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PACHACAMAC. “Dweller in space,” the supreme 
being, the creator and ruler of the universe, the 
god of earthquakes, worshipped by the Incas of 
Peru. At Pachacamac*s muttcrings in the centre 
of the earth, the Peruvians prostrated themselves 
in dread, the rumbling of the earthquake being re¬ 
garded as the voice of the deity. The chief places 
of his worship were in the valleys of Lurin and 
Rimac, near the city of Lima. 

PADMAVATI. A Hindu goddess of vegetation, 
who has a temple near Pandharpur in the Bombay 
Presidency, At the nine nights' festival held in 
“the bright half of the month Ashvin,” a bamboo 
frame is hung in front of Padmavati’s image, and 
from it depend garlands of flowers and strings of 
wheaten cakes. Under the frame the floor in front 
of the pedestal is strewn with a layer of earth in 
which wheat is sown and allowed to sprout. 

PAJAU YAN. "Divine priestess" of the Chams of 
Indo-China. She is a favourable goddess and is 
invited to all sacrifices. Offerings of fruit are 
made to her on the first day of the waning moon. 
Pajau Yan s face is seen in the full moon, and 
her name is synonymous with “moon." 

PAL.ffiMON. The protecting god of harbours, the 
son of the Greek Ino. Palscmon was called ifcli- 
certes before he was made a sea god. 
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PALES. A Roman goddess who presided over shep¬ 
herds and herdsmen. 

PALLADIUM. A colossal wooden statue of the 
goddess Pallas, in Troy, said to have fallen from 
heaven. The Trojans believed that so long as this 
statue remained within the city. Troy would be 
safe, but if removed the city would fall into the 
hands of the enemy. The statue was carried away 
by the Greeks, and Troy burnt to the ground. 

PALLAS. One of the Titans. He married Styx, 
the daughter of Occanus and Tethys, by whom he 
had Zelus and Nike. An appellation given to the 
Greek goddess Athena. 

PALLOR. “Terror,” one of the five attendants of 
the Greek war god .Arcs. 

PAMULAK MANOBO. A god of the Bagobos, a 
Malayan tribe of Mindanao; the supreme deity, the 
creator of the earth, the all knowing and all pow¬ 
erful helper. Pacificatory rites are not paid, nor 
are bloody sacrifices offered before him, because 
with him there is no association of dread or fear. 

PAN. The god of shepherds and the guardian of 
bees. Pan was also called the god of Arcadia, 
and dwelt in grottos, wandered on the mountains 
and in the valleys. He was the inventor of the 
syrinx or shepherd’s pipe, which he played in an 
alluring manner. 

"Sweet, swert. sweet, O Pan I 
Piercing: sweet by the rivcrl 
Blindinf? sweet, O great god Pan? 

The sun on the hills forgot to die, 

And the lilies revived, and the dragon-fly 
Came back to dream on the river." 
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PANACEA. “Universal cure.” the daughter of 
^sculapius, the god of healing. Panacea, the 
medicine that cures, is the child of the healing art. 

PANDORA. “.All gifted,” the beautiful Pandora 
whom Zeus caused Hcphxstus to make as punish¬ 
ment for the human race because Prometheus had 
stolen lire from heaven. The gods gave her a bo.'c 
inclosing all human blessings, which escaped over 
the earth when Pandora opened the box out of 
curiosity. She closed it just in time to prevent the 
escape of hope, which thus remained to man, his 
chief support and comfort. 

’'Patiflora. whom the Rods 
Endow'd with all tbeir gifu.” 

PANDROSOS. “.All dewy,” one of the three 
daughters of Cccrops, the founder of Athens. {See 
ERtctmtoxius) 

PANI. The god of sweet potatoes. The offering 
of the first fruits of the season to Patii, by the 
Maoris of New Zealand, is a solemn religious cere¬ 
mony. 

PAN-KU. In Chinese mythology’, the first conscious 
being, who shaped the world out of chaos. In 
Taoist drawings Pan-Ku is pictured as a shaggy 
bcarlike being, armed with a huge hammer with 
which he is breaking the primeval rocks. 

PAPA. The earth goddess of the Maoris, who, by 
the sky god Rangi, became the mother of a great 
group of deities. (See taxemahuta) 

PARAMESVARA or BHAGVAN. The creator and 
supreme god of the Banjaras of northern India, 
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who punishes the guilty. They have a vague idea 
o( a hell; but what it is and how sinners arc pun* 
ishcd they know not. 

PARBUTTA. A Hindu goddess of war, murder and 
bloodshed. Parbutta’s idols arc most frightful. 
She is sometimes called the consort of Siva. 

PARC^ or FATES. The three Greek goddesses 
who were supposed to determine the course of hu¬ 
man life. Their individual names were Clotho, 
spimicr, who spun the thread of life; Lachesis, rfw- 
poser of lots, who determined its length; and 
Atropos, inflexible, who cut it off. Clotho was usu¬ 
ally represented with a spindle and distaff; Lachc- 
sis, with a scroll or globe; and Atropos, with a 
pair of scales, or of shears, or drawing a lot. The 
three Roman Fates were called Decuma, Nona and 
Morta. 

PARIS. The son of Priam king of Troy, and the 
cause of the siege of Troy. He was hospitably 
entertained by Menelaus. king of Sparta, and 
eloped with Helen, his host’s wife. This brought 
about the siege. 

'Then from her husband's stranger-sheltering home 
He tempted Helen o*er the ocean foam.'* 

PARJANYA. The Vedic god of thunder, rain and 
fertility. In a hymn of the Rig-Veda he is called 
“the thundering Parjanya.” In another hymn he 
is spoken of as "the giver of growth to plants, 
the god who ruleth over the waters and all mov- 
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ing creatures." Parian}’a is often identified with 
Indra. 

PARNASSUS. "The region of poetry.” moun¬ 
tain in Greece with two summits, the one sacred 
to Apollo, and the other to the Muses. Parnassus 
alone, of all the mountains, overtopped the waves, 
when Deucalion and his wife Pyrrha found refuge 
there. 

PARTHENOS. "\*irgin.’' an epithet of the goddess 
Athena. 

PARTULA. The Roman goddess of pregnancy, 
who determined the time of gestation, according 
to Aulus Gellius. 

PARVATI. A Hindu goddess, the wife of Siva. 
She was named Parvati from her being the 
daughter of Himavai (the Himalaya). Parvati is 
the Sanskrit for ntoufUoin. She is also known un¬ 
der the names of Devi, Durga, Kali. etc. 

PASE-KAMUI. The creator and possessor of heaven, 
the true god, worshipped by the Ainu tribe of 
Japan. 

PASHT. A cat-headed Egyptian deity, identified 
with Bast. 

PASIPHAE. The wife of Minos, king of Crete, and 
mother of Ariadne. Poseidon sent a white bull to 
Minos to be sacrificed, but the king, admiring its 
beauty, preserved it instead. Therefore Poseidon 
caused Pasiphae to become enamoured of it. and 
in consequence she gave birth to the Minotaur. 
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PATOL. The chief deity of the Mayans of Mexico, 
whose consort was the goddess Alaghom Naom. 

PATROCLUS. The friend of Achilles who was 
slain by Hector. The desire to avenge Patroclus’s 

death led Achilles again to take the field in the 
Trojan war, 

PATU-PAIAREHE, The fairies of the Maoris of 
New Zealand. 

PAX. The Roman goddess to whom shrines were 
erected whenever a peace was effected. 

PEGASUS. A winged steed, the offspring of 
Poseidon an<l Medusa, which sprang forth from 
Medusa's body after Perseus had severed her head. 
Athena caught and tamed Pegasus and presented 
this "winged steed, with mane of gold," to the 
Muses. 

PEKLO. The Slavonic hell. Originally Peklo 
seems to Ijave denoted a subterranean place of 
warmth. 

PEKO. The Esthonian god of barley, whose image 
of wax was preserved, as the common property of 
the village, in each farm in turn for the duration 
of a year. The feast of Peko was held in the 
spring when vegetation awakes to life. 

PE-KONCHI-KORO-GURU. "He who wears the 
water cap.” The Ainus, an indigenous race of 
Japan, say that this deity appears as a great rain 
cloud. He is considered good and ought there¬ 
fore to be worshipped. 
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PELE. The Hawaiian goddess of volcanoes, who 
dealt out volcanic vengeance with savage imparti¬ 
ality. 

PELEUS. The king of the Myrmidons in Thessaly, 
the son of iEacus and the nymph Endeis. Pelcus 
married the Nereid Thetis who was destined to 
marry a mortal. The gods took part in the mar¬ 
riage solemnity and Eris (Strife), was the only 
goddess who was not invited to the nuptials. By 
Thetis, Peleus became the father of Achilles. 

PELIAS. The king of lolcus, who sent Jason in 
quest of the Golden Fleece. .After Jason’s return, 
Pclias was cut to pieces and boiled by his own 
daughters, who had been tol<I by Medea that thus 
they might restore him to youth. 

PELOPS. The son of Tantalus the king of Phry¬ 
gia. His father served him up to the gods for 
food, but the assembled deities all abstained, with 
the exception of Dcmcter, who, engrossed with the 
loss of her daughter Persephone, in a moment of 
abstraction ate one of the shoulders of Pelops. At 
the desire of Zeus, Hermes put all the parts back 
into the cauldron and then drew forth the young 
Pelops alive again, and perfect except for the 
shoulder. This was replaced by an ivory one that 
was said to possess the power of healing by its 
touch. 

PENATES. The household gods of the Romans, 
worshipped in the innermost part of their dwell¬ 
ings. The Penates presided over the welfare and 
prosperity of the family. (See lares) 
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PENELOPE. The faithful wife of Odysseus. Dur¬ 
ing his long absence, being importuned by numer¬ 
ous suitors, Penelope postponed deciding among 
them until she should have finished weaving a 
shroud for her father-in-law Laertes. Every night 
she secretly unraveled what she had woven by day 
and thus put off the suitors. 

PENEUS. A Greek river god and father of the 
nymph Daphne. 

PENTHESILEA. A queen of the Amazons who, 
with a band of female warriors, fought with great 
valour for Troy. She was slain by Achilles. 

PEPHREDO. ".Marm,” one of the guardians of 
the Gorgons. (See r.Rv€.€) 

PERASIA. An Asiatic goddess who was worshipped 
at Hicropolis-Castabala in eastern Cilicia, with rites 
like those which were held in honour of Artemis, 
when the priestesses of the goddess walked over 
fire with bare feet unscathed. 

PERCHTA. In German folklore, an ancient god¬ 
dess of the earth and its fruitfulness. Perchta is 
also connected with spinning and woman's work 
generally. 

PERDOYTUS. The Lithuanian wind god. who 
keeps the winds enclosed in a leather bag; when 
they escape from it Perdoytus pursues them, beats 
them, and shuts them up again. 

PERI. One of the delicate, gentle, fairy-like beings 
in Persian mythology, begotten by fallen spirits 
and excluded from Paradise till penance is accom- 
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plished. The Peris direct the pure in mind on the 
way to heaven. 

*'Likc peris' wands, when pcioting out the roid 
For some pure spirit to the blest abode/* 

PERKUNOS. The Slavonic god of thunder and 
lightning. Oak trees were sacred to Perkunos, 
and when they were cut down by the Christian 
missionaries, the Lithuanians loudly complained 
that their sylvan deities were destroyed. Perkunos 
was identified with Perun. 

PERSEPHONE or PROSERPINA. The daughter 
of Zeus and Demetcr, sometimes called Kore, wife 
of Pluto and queen of Hades. When Pluto carried 
Persephone off to the infernal regions, her mother 
Dcmeter searched for her disconsolately through 
long wanderings. In her anger and despair, she 
made the earth barren until it was arranged that 
Persephone should spend two-thirds of the year 
with her. 

"My life, iRimortal thouRb it be. 

Is nauRbtt" she cries, “for want of thee, 

PersephoDc—Persephone!” 

PERSEUS. The son of Zeus and Danac, who slew 
the Gorgon Medusa. Perseus stole the eye and 
the tooth of the Graa: as they were being passed, 
and refused to return them until they had in¬ 
structed him how to proceed against Medusa. 
After slaying Medusa, Perseus, bearing the Gor¬ 
gon s head, came to the realm of Atlas. He was 
refused hospitality; whereupon he held up Medusa's 
head and Atlas, gazing at it, was turned into 
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stone. His beard and hair became forests, his 
arms and shoulders cliffs, his head a summit and 
all his bones rocks. Thus he became a mountain 
and heaven with all its stars rested upon his 
shoulders.’’ 

PERUN. The god of the oak and of the thunder 
crash, among tlie Slavs. At Novgorod there used 
to stand an image of Perun in the likeness of a 
man with a fiery red race and a thunder stone in 
his hand. A fire of oak burned day and night in 
his honour, and if it ever went out the attendants 
paid for their negligence witl) their lives. He was 
identified with Perkunos. A Slovak ballad has 
these lines: 

*‘The Perun behind the ebuds . . . 

« . . suddenly launched the thunderbolt/* 

PH^DRA. A daughter of Minos and Pasiphae, 
who married Theseus. 

PHAETHON. The son of Helios and the ocean 
nymph Clymenc. Phaethon induced his father to 
permit him for a clay to drive the chariot of the 
sun. The god warned him of the dangers of the 
road, but Phaethon joyously grasped the reins, 
and the flarnc-brcathing steeds sprang forward. 
Soon aware that they were not directed by the 
well-known hand, they ran out of their course, 
thereby setting the world on fire. A total con¬ 
flagration would have ensued had not Zeus, at 
the prayer of Earth, hurled a thunderbolt at Phac- 
(hon, which “struck him at the same moment from 
his scat and from existence!” 


232 



PHILYRA. One of the Oceanids and the mother 
of Chiron by Cronus. Philyra was so ashamed of 
the monstrous shape of Chiron that she prayed the 
gods to change her form and nature. She was ac¬ 
cordingly metamorphosed into the linden tree. 

PHLEGETHON. A river in Hades, containing 
liquid fire instead of water. 

“Fierce Phlcgethon, 

Whose waves of torrent fire inflame with rage.*' 

PHOBOS. A Greek war god and son of Ares. One 
of Ares*s five attendants. 

PHCEBE. One of the female Titans, daughter of 
Uranus and Ca^a. According to /Eschylus, Fh<rbe 
bequeathed the Delphian oracic to Apollo (Phcc^ 
bus), who was the son of her daughter Lcto. 

PHffiBUS. An epithet of the sun god Apollo. 


PHCTINIX. A miraculous bird, an embodiment of 
the Egyptian sun god Ra. He was worshipped 
especially at Heliopolis, where his periodical res¬ 
urrection was considered as proof of the resur¬ 
rection of the dead, who were hence regarded as 
Phccnixcs. An account of this fabulous bird is 
given by Ovid. “It does not live on fruit or flow¬ 


ers, but on frankincense and odoriferous gums. 
When it has lived five hundred years, it builds 
itself a nest in the branches of an oak, or on top 
of a palm tree. In this it collects cinnamon and 
spikenard and myrrh, and of these materials builds 
a pile on which it deposits itself, and dying, 
breathes out its last breath amidst odors. From 
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the body of the parent bird a young Phcenix is¬ 
sues forth, destined to live as long a life as <ts 
predecessor. When this has grown, it lifts its nest 
from the tree (its own cradle and its parent's 
sepulchre), and carries it to the city of Heliopolis, 
in Egypt, and deposits it in the temple of the ‘ 
sun.” 

‘*The enchanted pile of that lonely bird. 

Who sings at the Ian his os^’n death-lay, 

And in music and perfumes die^ away.'^ 

PHOOKA. A hobgoblin of Irish folklore, a spirit 
of most malignant disposition, who hurries people 
to their destruction. 

PHORCYDES. Another name for the Grxaj, the 
daughters of Phorcys. They were grey from their 
birth, and had but one eye and one tooth for the 
common use of the three. They inhabited a dark 
cavern near the entrance to Tartarus. 

PHORCYS. A sea deity whom Homer calls "the 
ancient of the sea.” Phorcys was the father of 
the three Gtxx or Phorcydes. 

PHRIXUS. The son of Athamas king of Thebes, 
and Nephele. Phrixus was about to be sacrificed 
by his father at the instigation of his second wife 
Ino, when Nephele snatched him away and placed 
him and his sister Hcllc upon a goldcn-fleeccd ram 
that Hermes had given her. The ram carried 
them through the air over sea and land in safety 
until, while crossing the strait between Sigaeum 
and Chcronese. Hellc fell. Phrixus went on to 
Colchis, where ^etes, the son of Helios, received 
him kindly. 
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PHTHAH. (See ptah) 

PHUPHLUNS. The Etruscan god of the seasons, 
identified with the Roman Vertumnus. 

PICUMNUS. An Etruscan god of agriculture, 
credited with teaching the use of manure. His 
brother was Pilumnus. 

PICUS. A fabulous king of Latium, son of Cronus* 
He %Yas a patron of agriculture, and possessed 
prophetic powers. Picus was beloved by Circe, 
but as he rejected her passion, was changed by 
her into a woodpecker. He retained his prophetic 
powers however. 

PIDZU PENNU. The rain god of the Kanahs of 
India. The priests propitiate him with eggs, rice 
and sheep, and invoke him with prayers, so that 
he may send down water through his sieve before 
men and cattle die of want. 

PILLAN. “The supreme essence,” a thunder god 
of the Araucanian Indians of Chile. Pillan is de¬ 
scribed by the Indians as being red in colour like 
the lightning flash, quick moving, and limbless. 
He is sometimes known as Toquichen. 

PILUMNUS. An Etruscan god honoured by bak¬ 
ers as the inventor of the pestle (f-tlum) for crush¬ 
ing corn. His brother was Picumnus. 

PILWIZ. In Teutonic folklore, Pilwiz Is a sprite 
who devastates fields and torments human beings. 

Finnish devil or evil princi¬ 
ple Husi. 
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PITRIS. The manes, or semi-divine fathers in Hindu 
mythology; “the glorified souls of the righteous 
dead.” 

PITTERI PENNU. The god of increase and of 
gain, worshipped by the Khonds of India. 

PIXY. English folklore mentions the Pixy as a 
fairy or elf-like creature. 

PLEIADES. The daughters of Atlas and the ocean 
nymph Pleione were called Pleiades. They were 
seven in number: Maia, Electra, Taygcta, Ccla;no, 
Alcyone. Stcrope, and Merope. These nymphs 
hunted with Artemis and when Orion became 
enamoured of them, they prayed to the gods to 
change their form. Zeus, taking compassion, 
turned them into pigeons and afterward made them 
a constellation in the sky. One of these stars, 
hardly discernible at times, was, according to one 
account, Electra, who withdrew her light in sor¬ 
row at the fall of Ilium; another account gave 
Merope as the "lost Pleiad” who withdrew her light 
because she had married a mortal. 

“Many a night I saw the Pleiades 
Htin^ thro* the mellow shade, 

Glitter like a swarm of /ire^fiics 
tangled ia a silver braid.'^ 

PLEIONE. One of the Occanids, who married 
Atlas, by whom she had the seven Pleiades. 

PLUTO. The brother of Zeus and Poseidon, grim 
lord of the lower world, the abode of the dead. 
He was also called Orcus and Dis. Pluto was 
described as being inexorable and deaf to stippli- 
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cation, for “from his realm there is no return.” 
He was an object of aversion and hatred to both 
gods and men. 

"Pluto, the grisly god. who never spares. 

Who feds no mercy, who hears no prayers." 

PLUTUS. The god of wealth, and son of lasion by 
Demetcr. Zeus was said to have deprived Plutus 
of sight, that he might distribute his gifts blindly, 
and without any regard to merit. 

PLUVIUS. A surname of Jupiter, as god of rain. 
He was invoked by this name among the Romans 
whenever the earth was parched by continual heat 
and needed refreshing showers. 

PO. In Polynesian mythology. Po is the “remote 
heavens above and the regions below the earth.” 
the abode of their gods. Po is the subterranean 

lades of the Maori, and is sometimes personified 
as a goddess. 


POGODA. ‘Giver of a favourable wind.” the god- 
at-ss of the weather, venerated by the Slavs. Sac¬ 
rifices of cattle and sheep were made to Pogoda 
by those engaged in agriculture. 


POLIAS. The Greek protectress of cities, a name 
applied particularly to Athena, as protectress of the 
Acropolis and the city of Athens. 


POLLUX. (See castor) 

POLYHYMNIA. The Muse of 
sacred lyric. (See mus,e) 


oratory and the 
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POLYPHEMUS. The son of Poseidon, a Cyclops, 
who, as related in the Odyssey, imprisoned 
Odysseus and his companions in a cavern and de¬ 
voured two of the company daily until Odysseus 
made him drunk and blinded him by piercing his 
eye with a sharp, heated pole. The prisoners then 
escaped from the cave by clinging to the bcilier 
of Polyphemus’s sheep as he drove them out to 
pasture. (See calatea) 

POMONA. A Roman goddess who presided over 
the fruit of trees. She was beloved of the god 
Vertumnus, who changed into alt manner of forms 
to please her and at length succeeded when he as¬ 
sumed the form of a blooming youth. 

PO-NAGAR. The goddess of agriculture of the 
Chams of Binh-Thuan, in Indo-China. To Po- 
Nagar the first fruits arc offered before the harvest 
is reaped, with these words: “Taste, O goddess, 
these first fruits which have just been reaped.” 

POON-KOO-WONG. The Chinese god who came 
from a great mundane egg which divided in two. 
Out of the upper half Poon-Koo-Wong made the 
sky. and out of the lower half the earth. He also 
made the sun and moon. 

POPOL VUH. "Collection of Leaves.” A sacred 
book of the Mayan Indians of Guatemala, which 
gives the traditional history and mythology of 
that people. 

PORPHYRION. The son of Uranus and Gaea; 
one of the giants who made war against Zeus 
by whom he was slain. 
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PORTUNUS. The god of ports and harbours. 
Portunus was the name given by the Romans to 
the sea deity Palaimon. (5«:e ixo) 

POSEIDON. The Greek god of the sea, a son of 
Cronus and Rhea, and husband of Amphitrite. 
Poseidon’s attributes included the dolphin, the 
horse, and the trident, and he was often repre¬ 
sented with a train of Nereids and Tritons. He 
was called Neptune by the Romans. 

PO-THEN. “Father of the empyrean." the great 
god of the Thai, a people of Indo-China who be¬ 
lieve the world of spirits to be a sort of double 
of the state of things here below. The dead go 
and cultivate Po-Then’s rice fields in heaven and 
clear his mountains just as they did their own in 
their hfc on earth. 


RAJAPATI. Lord of creatures." a supreme 

Vedic god creator of the world. Prajapati rose 

rom the chaos of primeval waters in a golden 
embryo. 


killed he went in person to the Grecian camp and 
ransomed the body of Hector from Achilles. Ac- 

T^ov^K ^he sack of 

y. but Homer is silent concerning his fate. 

The son of Dionysus and Aphrodite, 

of and protector of the life 

of .Hoards and gardan., as wall as of hards, 5 '^ 
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PRITHIVI. The Vedic earth goddess, the divine 
mother, consort of the sky god Dyaus-Pitri, the 
divine father. 

PROCRUSTES. A legendary robber of Attica. He 
compelled travellers to lie down upon an iron bed, 
and if their length exceeded that of the bed, he 
lopped off as much of their limbs as would suffice 
to make the length equal. If they were shorter 
than the bed. he stretched them to the requisite 
length. Procrustes was slain by Theseus. 

PROMETHEUS. The son of lapetus and Cly- 
mene, fabled to have surpassed all mankind in sa¬ 
gacity. He made men of clay and stole fire from 
heaven to animate them. For this he was chained 
to Xfount Caucasus by Zeus, who caused a vulture 
daily to consume his liver, which grew again at 
night. 

PROSERPINA. (See persephone) 

PROSYMNA. A daughter of the Greek river god 
Asterion. who. with her sisters Acrae and Eubcea, 
acted as nurse to Hera. 

PROTEUS. A prophetic sea deity, son of Oceanus 
and Tethys. He was Poseidon’s keeper of herds 
and seals. When seized, Proteus would assume 
different shapes, so trying to escape prophesying. 
But whenever he saw that his endeavours were of 
no avail he resumed his usual form and told the 
truth. 

PROTOGONUS. An epithet given to Eros in the 
Orphic mysteries. 
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PRYDERI. A god of the Cymric Hades, son of 
Pwyll and Rhiannon. 

PSYCHE. A lovely Greek maiden, the personifi¬ 
cation of the soul, usually represented with the 
wings of a butterfly, emblematic of immortality. 

PSYCHOPOMPOS. An epithet of Hermes as the 
conductor or guide of souls across the waters of 
Lethe. 

PTAH or PHTHAH. The chief Eg>'ptian god of 
Memphis. Ptah was regarded as the maker of 
the world and as the father of go<ls and men. He 
was usually represented swathed like a mummy 
and bearing the symbols of life, strength and sta¬ 
bility. Ptah was called “the intelligence and the 
tongue of the gods, source of the thoughts of 
every god, every man and every animal." 

PUANG-KU. The Chinese god who “separated the 
heavens and the earth, they previously being 
pressed down together." 

PUDICITIA. A Roman goddess of modesty and 
chastity, 

PUKE. The serpent god of wealth of the Letts. 
He was credited with healing powers and with 
influence over the weather, crops and human fer¬ 
tility. In a Slavic myth about Puke it says: “He 
is fiery red in appearance and flics quietly through 
the air like a burning fire." 

PULOTU or BULOTU. The Samoan "abode of 
the dead." Pulotu was under the sea where the 
spirits bathed in the water of life. 
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PULUGA. An anthropomorphic deity, the cause 
of all things, worshipped by the natives of the 
Andaman Islands. Puluga now dwells in the sky. 
but used to live on the top of Saddle Peak, their 
highest mountain. 

PURANAS. Ancient sacred Hindu poetical works 
in Sanskrit, treating of the creation, destruction 
and renovation of worlds, myths and legends of 
gods and heroes. 

PURUSHA. In Hindu philosophy, spirit, or the 
universal soul. This abstract being is mentioned 
in a hymn of the Rig-Veda in these lines: "Puru- 
sha himself is this whole (universe), whatever has 
l)een, and whatever shall be.” 

PUSHAN. A celestial Vcdic deity, god of wealth 
and fertility, and conductor of the souls of the 
dead. Pushan is also called the guide of travellers, 
warder of flocks, finder of lost articles and god 
of the roads. In the Rig-Veda is a hymn which 
says: ‘'May Pushan stretch out his right hand 
from afar. May he drive back to us what is lost.” 
He took part in the aflfray at Daksha's sacrifice, 
where he lost his teeth. Therefore he is repre¬ 
sented as toothless. 

PITWE-WAI. The Javanese god of the rice fields. 

PWYLL. The Cymric god of the realm of the dead, 
who exchanged thrones for a year with Arawn. 
His consort was Rhiannon and his son Pryderi. 

PYGMIES. A fabled race of dwarfs dwelling near 
the sources of the Nile. Every spring the cranes 
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made war upon them, and the Pygmies advanced 
to battle against them mounted on the backs of 
rams and goats, and armed with bows and arrows. 

PYRRHA. The wife of Deucalion, king of Thes¬ 
saly. When Zeus sent the great deluge. Deucalion 
and Pyrrha were preserved on account of their 
piety. 

PYTHON. The monster serpent, hatched from the 
mud of Deucalion's deluge, that lurked in a deep 
cleft of Parnassus, and was killed by the arrows 
of the sun god Apollo. 
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QAT. A Fiji deity or preexisting being of Mela¬ 
nesian mythology, who created the first man out 
of wood. 

QE16. (See seb) 

QOZAH. The Arabian god of storms. The rain¬ 
bow is called ‘'the bow of Qozah” in Arabic. 

QUAHOOTZE. A chief god of the North Amer¬ 
icans of the Nootka Sound region; presumably a 
war god from the nature of the addresses offered 
up to him by the native shamans. 

QUEEVET. (Sec aiiaraicichi) 

QUETZALCOATL. "Feathered serpent,” the Az¬ 
tec god of the air, the sun dweller. He was evi¬ 
dently connected with the cardinal points, as he 
was pictured wearing the insignia of a cross that 
symbolizes them. As "Man of the sun." Quetzal- 
coatl was believed to have left his divine sphere 
for a time, for the purpose of instructing mankind 
in the arts and customs that lead to civilization. 
The entrance to Quetzalcoatl's temple was formed 
like a great serpent’s mouth, wide open and show¬ 
ing its fangs. 

QUIRINUS. A Roman god of war, a god of armed 
peace rather than aggressive warfare. His chief 
shrine was on the Quirinal. 
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RA. “Lord of the two horizons,” the great god of 
the sun, the principal Egyptian deity. Ra was the 
son of Nut, the goddess of the firmament. He 
was variously represented by the lion, cat. and 
hawk, and usually wore the solar disc. The hawk 
was said to have been dedicated to him “as the 
symbol of light and spirit, because of the quick¬ 
ness of its motion and its ascent to the higher 
regions of the air.” Other forms of the sun god 
Ra are: Horus, the rising sxtn; Khepera, the morn¬ 
ing sun: Turn, the setting suit; Shu. the licilighl; 
Aten, the solar disc. 

RADEGOST. A Slavonic deity worshipped among 
the Oboriles. an ancient Slavonic people who oc¬ 
cupied the territory corresponding to the modern 
Mecklenburg. Radegost was represented as a 
warrior. Horses were consecrated to him. 

RAGNAROK. The "Twilight of the Gods," the day 
of doom. In Scandinavian mythology it was said 
that the final destruction of the world will come 
in the great conflict between the ..Tlsir. the good 
gods, on the one hand, and the giants and powers 
of Hel on the other, under the leadership of Loki, 
who will have e.scapcd from bondage. In the fight 
the gods and their enemies will all be slain. “The 
sun becomes dim, the earth sinks into the ocean, 
the stars fall from heaven, and time is no more.” 
There is to be however, a regenerated world. A 
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single pair, Lif and Lifthrasir (“life” and "desir¬ 
ing life"), will be preserved to repeoplc the earth. 
These latter are also called Vidar and Vali. 

RAHU. A demon in Hindu mythology who causes 
eclipses by swallowing the sun and the moon. 

RAJ. The Slavonic paradise, known as the eastern 
home of the sun beyond the ocean, where "the 
souls of little children dwell, playing among the 
trees and gathering fruits." Raj was the place 
where birds and insects went in the autumn. 

RAKSHAS. Hindu evil spirits who are said to 
haunt cemeteries and devour human beings. The 
Rakshas assume any shape at will, and their 
strength increases as the day declines. 

RAMA. The beneficent god. called by the Hitidiis 
the monarch of the world or the universal sun. 
Rama and his faithful wife Sita are the Hindu 
ideals of a perfect man and a perfect woman. In 
their sacred books they represent Rama as a 
mighty theocrat, instructing savage men in agricul¬ 
ture, giving new laws to people already civilized, 
founding cities, overthrowing perverse kings and 
spreading felicity on all sides. In Sanskrit. Raiita 
signifies the dazzling and beautiful, the sublime and 
protective. 

RAMAYANA. A Sanskrit epic, rewritten by the 
poet Valmiki, probably from an old Vedic rhymed 
tradition, in which Ra>na is regarded as an incar¬ 
nation of Vishnu, and Sita (his wife), of Lakshtni. 

“And as Vishnu with his consort dwells in skies, alone, apart, 
Rama in a sweet communion lives in Sita's loving heart I" 
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RAMMAN or ADAD. An Assyrian and Babylon¬ 
ian god of wind and storm. He was also called 
"the thunderer,” and was associated with Sin and 
Shamash in the second great triad of gods. Be¬ 
fore the flood rose to destroy mankind, "the 
whirlwind of Ramman mounted up to the heavens, 
and all light was turned into darkness." 

RAN. The Norse death deity of the sea, "who 
draws drowning men to the depths.” Ran was the 
consort of .Tigir. 

RANGI. The sky god of the New Zealand Maoris, 
who "set plants and trees to cover the nakedness 
of Papa,” the earth mother. Rangi and Papa were 
once so closely embraced that the children whom 
they had begotten found no room to live, until 
lancmahuta, the forest god, finally succeeded in 
separating them and releasing their progeny. 

RANNU. The Egyptian goddess of the harvest. 

RASHNU. The god of justice, the spirit of truth. 
In Zoroastrian religion, it is Rashnu who holds 
the balance to weigh the good and evil deeds at 
the judgment of souls. 

RATUMAINBULU. The Fiji god who made fruit 
trees to blossom and bear fruit. Once a year the 
people had to live very quietly for a month, lest 
they should disturb him in his important work. 

RAVAI. A god of the natives of New Guinea. 
Ravai is represented by a large peculiarly shaped 
stone, to which sacrifices arc made. 
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HAVANA. A demon giant with ten faces, in Hindu 
mythology, who, for attempting to move the hill 
of heaven to Ceylon, was fastened down between 
heaven and earth for ten thousand years by Siva's 
leg. 

REMUS. (Sec romulus) 

REPA. The wife of the Egyptian god Hapi. 

RESHEPH. The Egyptian god of lightning. This 
deity was also worshipped by the Phoenicians. He 
was represented with helmet and lance. 

RHADAMANTHUS. A son of Zens and Europa, 
brother of Minos. For his exemplary justice on 
earth Rhadamanthus was made, after death, one 
of the judges in the lower world. 

RHEA. The daughter of Uranus and G<ea, wife of 
Cronus and mother of Zeus, Hades, Poseidon, 
Hera. Hestia and Demeter,—hence called the 
“mother of the gods." The oldest scat of her 
worship was Crete, where in a cave she gave 
birth to Zeus and. to hide him from Cronus, in¬ 
trusted him to the Curetes. Rhea was sometimes 
represented as riding on a lion, holding a sceptre 
in one hand and a cymbal in the other, beside her 
the moon and a star. 

RHEA SILVIA. A vestal virgin, who became by 
Mars the mother of Romulus and Remus. Rhea 
Silvia was buried alive for breaking her vow, and 
her sons were thrown into the Tiber. The river, 
overflowing its banks, cast the children ashore, 
where they were found by a shc-wolf and suckled 
with her cubs. 
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RHIANNON. A Cymric goddess and consort of 
Pwyll. “She had three birds that could sing the 
dead to life or the living to the sleep of death.** 

RIG-VEDA. The oldest and most important book of 
the ancient sacred literature of the Hindus. 

RIMAC. The god of the Chincha tribe of Peruvian 
Indians* who call Rimac “He who speaks.** 

RIMMON. A Syrian god, worshipped at Damas¬ 
cus and identified with Adad or Hadad. Naaman 
obtained Elisha’s permission to bow with his mas¬ 
ter in the house of Ritnmon. (2 Kings V, 18) 

"Rimmon, whose delightful scat 
Was fair Damascus, on the Ccr^ile banks 
Of Abana and Pharpar, lucid streams." 

RISHIS. Hindu seers or sages. The seven chief 
Rishis were the mind-born sons of Brahma, to 
whom were revealed the hymns and other parts 
of the Vedas. 

ROMULUS and REMUS. Twin sons of Mars and 
the vestal virgin Rhea Silvia. In infancy they were 
thrown into the Tiber* but were preserved and 
suckled by a shc-wolf, Romulus slew Remus for 
leaping scornfully over the wall of his new city, 
Rome. Romulus's reign came to an end when 
during a terrible tempest he disappeared, carried 
to heaven by his father Mars. He was deified by 
the Romans. 

RUDRA. “The ruddy one,*’ god of storms and of 
thunder and lightning, who. in Vedic mythology, 
inflicted diseases but, as "lord of the healing art,’’ 
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might also heal them. Perhaps Rudra was re¬ 
garded as the greatest physician, from the action 
of the storm wind in clearing the valleys and 
swamps of fogs and noxious vapours, Rudra was 
the father of the Maruts. He was replaced, in 
later Hindu mythology, by Siva. 

RUHANGA. The creator and father of mankind, 
worshipped by the Banyoro, a Bantu tribe of 
Uganda. No temple is dedicated to this god, but 
in times of distress or need the people call upon 
him, standing in the open with hands and eyes 
raised skyward while they pray. 

RUMINA. A Roman goddess who presided over 
the suckling of children. 

RUWA. The great sky god of the Wachagga. a 
tribe of the Bantu family of eastern Africa. To 
Ruwa they offer sacrifices and prayers. In the 
morning they look at the mid-sky. not at the 
point where the sun rises, and as they look they 
say: “Thanks be to thee. O Lord, thou hast 
guarded me this night. Be pleased to guard me 
also the livelong day and let me not want some 
food to eatl” With these words they spit toward 
the sky. 
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SA. The Eg>’ptian deity of taste and knowledge. 

SAATO. The god who controlled the rain, wor¬ 
shipped by the Samoans. Saato’s parents. Fongc 
and Toafa, were represented by two oblong smooth 
stones which stood on a platform of loose stones. 

SABAZIOS. An appellation given to Dionysus as 
the wild Thracian deity. 

SAGA. The goddess of poetic art. in Norse 

mythology, described as drinking amrita with 

Odin, out of golden goblets, “gladly and ever¬ 
more.” 

SAKTI. The Hindu goddess Devi, considered as 
the female energy of Siva. 

SAKYAMUNI. Chinese name of Gautama Buddha. 

SALACIA. A personification of the salt or briny 

deep. Salacia was goddess of the sea and wife of 
roseidon. 


SA-LE-FEE. The Hades of the Samoans, where 
they behove the souls of common people go Sa¬ 
le-fee .s under the earth, and not apparently a place 
of actual torture, but an unpleasant place to live 

in. 


SALMACIS. A fountain 
Caria. which was fabled 
who drank of its waters. 


near Halicarnassus in 
to render effeminate all 
It was here that Her- 
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maphroditus underwent his strange metamorphosis, 
whose “moist limbs melted into Salmacis.” 

SALMONEUS. A son of iT!olus and brother of 
Sisyphus, who was killed by a thunderbolt for his 
presumption in deeming himself equal to Zeus and 
for his impiety in imitating lightning. 

SALUS. An Etruscan goddess of welfare and 
health. As Salus publica she was goddess of the 
public weal. 

SAMAIYA. The consort of Gandak. the god of 
theft, worshipped by the Dorns, a Dravidian tribe 
of northern India. She seems to be especially in¬ 
voked at childbirth and in illness. Young pigs 
are sacrificed to her. 

SAMKHAT. The Babylonian goddess of joy. 

SANCUS. A deity of the Sabines. The name is 
said to have signified "heaven" in the Sabine 
tongue. 

SANDAN. A Cappadocian god of fertility, to 
whom, at his periodical festival, a fine pyre was 
erected. On the coins of Tarsus he was por¬ 
trayed as a bearded man standing on a horned 
and, often, winged lion. 

SANING SARI. The Javanese goddess, “mother 
of rice,” to whom a prayer or charm is uttered as 
follows: “Saning Sari, may a measure of rice come 
from a stalk of rice, and a basketful from a root." 

SARAMA. The messenger of Indra. "the wind that 
preceded the storm god.” Sarama was also the 
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guide of travellers, and particularly of the souls 
who travelled on their last journey. He was iden¬ 
tified with the Greek Psychopompos. Sarama was 
also the personification of the human prayer, or 
sacred word, jtiatilra. 

SARANYU. A Hindu dawn goddess, “whose soft 
light steals across the heavens,” wife of the sun 
god Vivasvat, to whom she bore twins: Yama and 
Yami, night and day. 

SARASVATI. The wife of Brahma; the Hindu 
goddess of learning, poetry, music and eloquence. 
Sarasvati is represented holding a book of palm 
leaves, symbolical of her powers of erudition, and 
is called “the mother of the Vedas.” (Sec vach) 

SARPANIT. "The silver-gleaming one," the Baby¬ 
lonian goddess who presided over offspring and 

fertility in general. She was the consort of 
Marduk. 

SARPEDON. The son of Europa by Zeus. Sar- 
pedon, the short-lived sun, whose gleaming ar¬ 
mour was wrought by the fire god Hephatstus. was 
a favourite of the gods. At his death, Eos wept 
tears of dew, and her prayers availed to bring 
him back from the shadowy land, for Zeus granted 
him the privilege of living for three generations. 

He was sometimes called the child of Hemera the 
day. 

SATI. The queen of the gods of heaven and the 
wife and perpetual companion of Kneph. Sati was 
associated with the Nile waters, and depicted with 
the vulture headdress, the horns of a cow. and 
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wearing the crown of Upper Eg>’pt. In some 
papyri Sati is mentioned as the daughter of Ra. 

SATURN. The Latin name of the Greek god 
Cronus. 

SATYRI. Deities of the woods and fields. They 
had short horns on the head, were "goat-bearded 
and goat-footed," and the whole body was covered 
with bristly hair. They were found especially in 
the train of Dionysus. Hesiod mentions them as 
the "worthless, idle race of satyrs.” 

SAVAK or SEBEK. A crocodile-headed god, prob¬ 
ably at first feared and then worshipped by the 
Egyptians. Both Savak and his sacred crocodile 
were held in horror and detestation. 

SAVITAR. A Vedic sun god. “the golden deity, 
golden-eyed, golden-armcd, golden-handed and 
driving a golden car along ancient dustless paths 
through space.” Savitar represented not only the 
bright sun of the golden day, but also the invisi¬ 
ble sun of the night, in the mysterious invisible 
land between west and east, the night sun who 
"watches all things ever dim, and dimmer and a 
glory done.” 

“Upon that excellent glory 
Of the god Savitar may we mediate; 

May be stimulate our prayers." 

SCARAB^US. The beetle worshipped by the 
Egyptians as a god or symbol of the great demi¬ 
urgic principle. It was worn as a charm or amu¬ 
let, generally in rings and only by the male sex. 
As symbol of the sun god Khepera it signified 
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“only begotten.” The Eg>'ptians believed that 
there were no females of this beetle. 


SCYLLA and CHARYBDIS. Two rocks between 
Italy and Sicily, on one of which dwelt Scylla, a 
fearful monstrosity with twelve feet, si.x necks, 
and si.K heads with three rows of sharp teeth in 
each: she barked like a dog. On the other rock 
grew a great fig tree, beneath which dwelt Charyb- 
dis. who three times a day swallowed all the 
waters of the sea and threw them up again. 

SEB or QEB. The Egyptian earth god. the father 
of Osins, called “the father of the gods.” Seb was 
the deity of terrestrial vegetation, and was rep¬ 
resented in the form of a man with a goose upon 
his head. 

SEBEK. An Egyptian crocodile god worshipped at 
Ombos. He was represented as a man with a 
crocodile head. The sacred crocodiles in the lake 
of his temple were fed by priests and hung with 
jewels. (See savak) 

SED.ALAP or KIRUB. One of the protecting 

gcmi of the human race among the Chaldeans. 

Scd-Alap was represented as a bull with a human 
tace. 


m goddess, the mythical 

mother of sea mammals and the controller of the 
destinies of mankind. Sedna lives in the lower 
world at the bottom of the ocean, in a house built 
o stone and whale ribs. The disembodied souls 
of the sea beasts reside in her dwelling. 
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SEFKH or SELK. The Egyptian goddess of writ¬ 
ing, called “the lady of letters” and “the directress 
of books." Sefkh’s office was principally in the 
region of Amenti where she noted on the palm 
branch of Thoth the years of human life. Her 
emblem, a scorpion, was placed over the doors of 
libraries, as "keeper of books." 

SEIDES. The stone gods of the Lapps, which were 
devoutly placed on ground where the grass grew 
thick and lush in the summertime. In the winter 
the place was decorated with branches of fir. 
These sacred stones were not fashioned by human 
hands but were natural stones often hollowed out 
by water and resembling human beings and ani¬ 
mals. The Lapp, when wishing to ask for some¬ 
thing from his stone god or to inquire into the 
future, went to the holy place and, baring his head, 
took the god in his hand and spoke to it. If the 
stone grew steadily heavier, it was regarded as 
an answer in the negative. 

SEKEE. “The closer of the day.” a hawk-headed 
Egyptian god of the dead, worshipped at Memphis. 
In the Book of the Dead. Seker's realm is de¬ 
scribed as a land of hopeless darkness, where the 
dwellers remain sunk in a deathful sleep. 

SEKHET. "Lady of the west.” an Egyptian god¬ 
dess, the consort of Ptah, represented as lioness- 
headed, with the solar disc and uraius. She carried 
a knife in her hand, as conqueror of the enemies 
of the gods. Sekhet typified the destructive heat 
of the sun; she destroyed the souls of the wicked 
in the underworld and was called “the eye of Ra- 
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SELENE. The goddess of the moon and sister of 
Helios. She fell in love with Endyinion and threw 
him into a sleep that he might be unconscious of 
her caresses. 

*'On such a tranquil night as this 
She woke Endyroion with a kiss.*' 

SELK. (5<*r sefkh) 

SEMELE. A Grecian earth goddess, mother of 
Dionysus by Zeus. Zeus promised her whatsoever 
she would ask. She begged to behold him in his 
splendour, and was destroyed by his lightnings. 

"Semcle of the How'ing hair 
Who died in Thunder’s crashing dame» 

To deified existence came." 

SEMIRAMIS. The daughter of the fish goddess 
Derceto, a mythical Assyrian queen, wife of Ninus 
and ruler after him. Sciniramis was famous for 
great beauty, wisdom and voluptuousness. She 
was reputed to have built many cities, including 
Babylon. One legend runs that she did not die 
but was turned into a dove; as such she was wor¬ 
shipped. She was identified with Aphrodite later. 

SENDU BIR. The whistling god worshipped by 
the Dravidians of northern India. His voice an¬ 
nounces the approaching storm. 

SENEB, The Egyptian goddess presiding over 
childbirth. 

SENGENSAMA. The Japanese goddess of Fuji¬ 
yama. to whose sacred summit pilgrimages are 
made. 
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SERAPHIM. Celestial beings conceived as fiery 
and purifying ministers of Jehovah. Isaiah de¬ 
scribes them as having three pairs of wings. The 
Seraphim are associated with the Cherubim. Bacon 
says: “The first place or degree is given to the 
angels of love, which are termed seraphim; the 
second to angels of light, which are termed cheru¬ 
bim." 

SERAPIS. A celebrated Egyptian deity. Plutarch 
asserts that Serapis was Osiris after he had 
changed his nature, or after he had passed into the 
subterranean world and was known as Osiris-Apis. 

SESHA. A gigantic Hindu serpent, king of the 
Nagas or snake gods. He has a thousand heads 
which “serve as a canopy for Vishnu who sleeps 
upon him as he floats upon the primeval waters 
during Brahma’s night.” One of Sesha’s epithets 
is Ananta, the endless, infinity. 

SET. SUTECH, NUBI or NUBTI. An evil divinity, 
brother of Osiris. According to Egyptian mythol¬ 
ogy, Set murdered his brother, cut his body in 
pieces and sought to reign in his stead. Osiris 
was afterward avenged by his son Horus, who 
slew Set. Set was still worshipped as "the inde¬ 
structible power of evil” and as such required con¬ 
stant propitiation. He was represented with the 
head of a beast with high square ears and pointed 
snout. The names Kubi and Nubti were also ap¬ 
plied to Set. The Greeks identified him with 
Typhon. 
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SETEBOS. A god of the Patagonians. The chroni¬ 
cler of Magellan’s voyage relates that, when they 
had lured two of the Patagonians on shipboard 
and bound them, “they cried out very loud to 
Scicbos, that is to say, the great devil, that he 
should help them.” 

SETHLANS. One of the nine gods of the Etrus¬ 
cans, called Novensiles, who had the power of 
hurling thunderbolts. Scihlans was identified with 
Neptune. 

SHAMAN. A wonder-worker and healer, common 
among the Eskimo and other northern tribes, who 
is directly inspired by a “medicine” power. The 
most important instrument of the shaman is his 
drum, which he uses as a medium for excitation, 
for invoking a trance, and for divination. 

SHAMANISM. The primitive religion of the Ural- 
Altaic peoples of northern Asia and Europe. In 
shamanism the unseen world of gods, demons, and 
ancestral spirits is conceived to be responsive only 
to the shamans. With some of the American In¬ 
dians. the medicine man performs much the same 
function. 

SHAMASH. The chief sun god in later Babylonian 
and Assyrian mythology, a beneficent power that 
drove away winter and storms and brightened the 
earth with verdure. Shamash also was the su¬ 
preme oracle god. in whose name all soothsaying 
was carried on. He belonged to the second great 
triad of gods with Sin and Adad or Ramman. 
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SHANG-TI. The Chinese god called “Lord of 
heaven,” the supreme god. Shang-ti is known also 
as T’ien. Some famous Chinese scholar has said: 
“It is not lawful to use the name of Shang-Ti 
lightly, and therefore \\c name Him by His resi¬ 
dence. which is T’ien or heaven.” 

SHANKPANNA. The smallpox god of the Yoru* 
bas of the African Slave Coast. Flics and mos¬ 
quitoes arc his messengers. 

SHASTI. The Hindu protectress of children, who 
was represented by "a rough stone as big as a 
man's head, smeared with red paint, and set at the 
foot of the sacred vata tree.” 

SHAWANO. The south wind of the Algonquins. 
(See wabun) 

SHEN NUNG. The tutelary god of agriculture of 
the Chinese. 

SHEN-SHU. The Chinese god of doors, who guards 
the house. His image, picture, or simply his name 
is found at the door, with a shrine on the left 
hand. 

SHEOL. The abode of departed spirits, of the He¬ 
brews. 

SHICHI FUKUJIN. The seven deities of happi¬ 
ness or good fortune, of the Japanese, arc called 
Ebisu, Daikoku, Bishamon, Benten, Fukurokuju, 
JuroJin and Hotei. 

SHINA-TSU-HIKO. “Prince with the long slow 
breath.” the Japanese wind god, whose beneficent 
gentleness is naturally opposed to the wicked 
furies of the storm god Susa-no-wo. 
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SHINGRAWA. A benevolent spirit of the Kachins 
of Burma, the man-creator of the earth, which he 
shaped with a hammer. He is kind and good, and 
therefore little notice is taken of him, and shrines 
to him are few and neglected. 

SHINTO. Kami-no-michi, "the way of the gods,” 
an earlier religion of Japan, essentially a worship 
of nature or the physical world personified as gods 
and goddesses. It has been said: “If Shinto has a 
dogma, it is purity.” 

SHIVA. {See siva) 

SHOU-HSING. The Chinese god of longevity. 
Shou-hsing is often associated with the spirits of 
happiness and prosperity. Longevity is consid¬ 
ered by the Chinese as the greatest of all human 
blessings. 

SHU. KHU or CHU. The Egyptian light of the 
sun, as distinguished from the solar orb itself, a 
deity of the lower world worshipped by the spirits 
in Hades and invoked by them. Shu. in Egyptian, 
signified both "light” and “shade;” thus the god 
of light might be represented as plunging the 
hopelessly wicked into the darkness of annihila¬ 
tion. It was Shu who separated Ccb. the earth 
god. from his consort Nut. the sky goddess. He 
was represented as a man with an upright feather 
on his head. A passage in the Book of the Dead 
says. I am Shu, who drives the winds onward to 
the confines of heaven, to the confines of earth, 
even to the confines of space.” 

SHUL-GUR. {See dux-sir) 
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SHURUPPAK. The patron god of Fara, a city of 
Sumer, an early region of lower Babylonia. 

SHUSHINAK, The national god of Elam, an an¬ 
cient kingdom in the mountainous country cast of 
Bab\*Ionia. 

SIANG-TIEI. The supremo god of the Koreans, 
commonly identified with the sky. 

nian deity, considered as the collec¬ 
tive persDiiitication oi the seven evil spirits* 

"Seven they are, they are seven, 

In the subterranean deep, they arc seven, . • , 
Compassion and mercy they do not know» 

Pr.nycr and supnlicaiion they do not bear . , . 

Evil arc they, they are evil, 

Seven arc they, they arc seven/* 

SIBYL. A prophetess or sccress. There were 
numerous sibyls in classical mythology, but the 
Cum*-can sibyl is the most celebrated. 

SIBYLLINE BOOKS. A collection of Greek ora¬ 
cles said to have been brought from Curinx in the 
time of Tarquinus Superbiis, According to the 
legend, the C uma'an sibyl appeared to Tarquiii and 
offered to sell him the nine books. On his refusal, 
she burned three and offered him the remaining 
si.x at the same price. Again he refused, where* 
upon she burned three more, and offered him tho'^e 
remaining at the original price. This time his 
curiosity was excited and, by the advice of the 
augurs, he purchased the last three books. 

SID. The Celtic Elysium, the world of divine beings, 
a land within which were the mystic and magic 
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things of folktale—the fountain of youth, healing 
balsams, life giving fruits. 

SIEN-TSAN. The Chinese goddess of silk culture. 

SILENUS. A demi-god, the oldest of the satyrs, 
the nurse and constant companion of Dionysus. 
Silenus was noted for his wisdom. 

SILVANUS. A Roman deity who had the care of 
fields and cattle and who also presided over 
boundaries. Groves were consecrated to Silvanus. 
He was usually represented as old and bearing a 
cypress plucked up by the roots. 

SIM. ffiTHIS. A water nymph, the mother of Acis 
by Faunus. 

SIN. NANNAR or NINNAR. “Lord of wisdom," 
the moon deity, the first god of the second Chal¬ 
dean or Assyro-Babylonian triad consisting of Sin, 
Shamash and Ishtar (or also Sin. Shamash and 
•\dad). The Chaldeans gave a decided preference 
to the lesser luminary, perhaps because the nights 
were more agreeable than the days in those hot 
regions. Sin was called "he who circles round the 
sacred heavens.” or “the lord of the month." and 
his symbol was the crescent moon. His chief tem¬ 
ple was at Ur. where he was called Nannar. His 
son was Shamash. the sun god. His wife was 
Nmgal. "the great lady.” "the queen." 

SING-BONGA. The sun god and supreme dcilv. 
the creator and preserver, of the Bihors, a primi¬ 
tive tribe of nomadic hunters who roam the forests 
and jungles of Chota Xagpur. India. Sing-Bonga 
IS worshipped in conjunction with Ning-Bonga. 
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the moon goddess. In Bengal he is regarded as 
the god of rice; the first fruits of the harvest are 
sacrificed to him, along with a white cock. Until 
the sacrifice has been offered no one may eat the 
new rice. 

SIRENS. The Sirens were Greek sea nymphs who 
had the power of luring mariners to their destruc¬ 
tion by the charm of their song. Odysseus es¬ 
caped them by filling his sailors’ ears with wax 
and lashing himself to the mast of his ship. 

SISYPHUS. Son of .liolus, a crafty and avaricious 
king of Corinth. In the lower world he was con¬ 
demned to roll to the top of a hill a huge stone, 
which constantly rolled back again. 

'Toor Sisyphus, doomed to tumble and toss 
The notable stone that gathers no moss.*' 

SITA, The faithful wife of the Hindu god Rama. 
Sita holds a sacred place in the hearts of the 
women of India. 

SITALA. The smallpox goddess worshipped by the 
Kachhi, an agricultural tribe of northern India. 
They propitiate Sitala with offerings of cakes, 
sweetmeats and money, which arc received by the 
priest who attends her shrine. 

SIVA or SHIVA. This Hindu god, who has upward 
of a thousand titles, is the third person of the 
great Hindu triad, with Brahma and Vishnu. Siva 
represents the principle of destruction and recon¬ 
struction. He is also god of the arts and es¬ 
pecially of dancing. Under the title of Mahadeva, 
he represents regeneration rather than destruction. 
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SKAMBHA. The supreme being in Vedic my¬ 
thology, "a vast embodied being coextensive with 
the universe.” 

SKULD. “The future.” one of the Norse Fates who 
dwelt with her two sisters, Urdur and \^erthandi, 
beside the fountain Norna. (Sct* xorks) 

SODZA. The thunder goddess of the Hos of Togo- 
land. and the consort of Sogblc. the god of light¬ 
ning. Sodza drives away evil spirits and witches 
from people’s houses. 

SOCBLE. The god of lightning of the Hos of 
Togoland. and the consort of the thunder goddess 
Sodza. They talk to each other in the sound of 
thunder. 

SOL. The Roman sun god. 

SOMA. In Vedic mythology, an all powerful god 
who gave strength to Indra and enabled him to 
conquer his enemy Vritra, the snake of darkness. 
As Soma the moon god, he was "in the lap of the 
stars. Soma was also the moon plant, the juice 
of which conferred immortality and exhilarated 
even the gods. One of the Vedic hymns contains 
the following: "Make me burn as with fire. O 
Soma. . . . prolong our life as the sun renews the 
day each morning. ... Our intelligence is excited 
by • • • thou hast descended into all our 

limbs, . , . Disease has fled, powerless, . . . the 
powerful Soma has descended into us and our 
days arc lengthened.” In the Brahmana is a 
myth that the moon was the Soma of the gods 
which they drank up every month. 
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SOMNUS. The Roman god of sleep, son of Erebus 
and Nox, whose drowsy dwelling was called the 
cave of sleep. There he ‘‘waves the branch mois¬ 
tened with Lethean dcw.’‘ Somnus was “gentlest 
of the gods, the tranquillizer of minds and soother 
of careworn hearts.’* 

*'Dear sleep, sweet easer of all irksome grief. 

Pleasant thou art I how welcome thy relief!** 

SOYCHU. A Patagonian god, "which cannot be 
seen, which is worthy of veneration, which docs 
not live in the world.” 

SPES. The Roman goddess of hope. 

SPHINX. A fabulous monster, half-woman and half- 
lion, the Egyptian symbol of wisdom and of the 
mysteries of nature. The sphinx was placed at the 
entrance of all temples, and sometimes, as at Kar- 
nak, an avenue with sphinxes on each side formed 
an approach to the temple. 

SPRITE. In German mytholog>', a fairy, clf or 
spirit of water, air. earth or fire. 

SRAOSHA. One of the celestial Yazatas; the angel 
who bears the soul aloft after death, in Zoroastri¬ 
anism, and who keeps guard over the world in the 
night watches. 

SRI. The Hindu goddess of prosperity. In north¬ 
ern India the coconut is esteemed one of the most 
sacred fruits and is called Srif'liala, or fruit of Sri. 
She is sometimes identified with Lakshmi. 

STEROPE. One of the seven nymphs of the 
Pleiades. 
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STHENO. Sthcno and her Gorgon sister Euryale 
were immortal, but their sister Medusa was mortal. 
(See COBCON'S) 

STRENIA. The Sabine goddess of health, pros¬ 
perity and public welfare. 

STYX. A river nymph, daughter of Oceanus and 
Tethys, and wife of Pallas. Zelus was her son. 

STYX. A river that flowed round the infernal 
regions nine limes. The gods regarded the Styx, 
’‘the dread oath of the gods,” with so much rever¬ 
ence that they were accustomed to swear by it. 

For by the god’s oath I swear, by the unappeasa¬ 
ble water of Styx.” 

"Ye waters of the Sty*. 

That flow beneath us, mightiest oath of all. 

And most revered by the blessed gods.” 

SUA. A sun god or culture deity of the Muysca 
Indians of Central America. Sua signifies “day.” 

SUCCOTH BENOTH. A deity worshipped by the 
Babylonian colony in Samaria, and sometimes 
identified with Astartc. 

SUITENGU. A Japanese god of the sea. There is 
a temple dedicated to Suitengu at Tokyo. 

SULIS. A sun god of the British Celts. Bath ap- 
pears to have been his place of worship. 

SUMMANUS. An Etruscan god of the nocturnal 
heavens, one of the Novensiles. He hurled thun¬ 
derbolts at night, as Jupiter did by day. He was 
sometimes identified with Tina. 
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SUNDI-PENNU. The boundary god of the Khonds 
of India. A writer in speaking of Sundi-Pennu, 
says; “Particular points upon the boundaries of 
districts, fixed by ancient usage, and generally 
upon highways, are his altars, and these demand 
each an annual victim, who is either an unsuspect¬ 
ing traveller struck down by the priests or a sac¬ 
rifice provided by purchase.” 

SUOYATAR. The mother of the Finnish serpent. 
Suoyatar had made a saliva and cast it on the 
waves of the ocean: 

"Thus iht serpent^ thin^ of evil 
Filling all the world with trouble 
Was created in the waters 
Born from Suoyatar, its maker/* 

SUPAY or CUPAY. “The shadow." god of the 
dead of the Peruvian Incas. He dwelt in a shadowy 
subterranean abode. 

SURTUR. The Norse giant who is to set the world 
on fire at the time of Ragnarok. 

SURYA. The Hindu god of the sun, who came 
"dragging his wheel;” the god who dwelt in the 
body of the sun, “the pervading irresistible lumi¬ 
nary.” He was an important Vcdic deity, and was 
called “the eye of Mithra, Vanina, and Agni." 
Surya was evidently one with Savitar. 

SUSA-NO-WO. The Japanese storm god, the “swift 
impetuous deity, who is gloomy in appearance, 
full-bearded, furious in temper and strong in phy¬ 
sique.” The sea is the realm entrusted to his rule. 

SUTECH. (See set) 
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SVANTOVIT. A Slavonic god whose idol was set 
up in the island of Rugen. in the Baltic Sea. Svan- 
tovit had four heads and four necks, and in his 
right hand he held a horn. There was a sacred 
white horse on which the god was believed to ride, 
although he was invisible. His festival was cele¬ 
brated after the harvest had been gathered. 

SVARTALFAHEIM. The home of the dark elves, 

one of the Nine Worlds in Scandinavian my¬ 
thology. 

SYRINX. An Arcadian nymph who was pursued 
by Pan. She entreated the water nymphs to help 
her. and Pan found himself embracing only a tuft 
of reeds! As he breathed a sigh, the air sounded 
through the reeds and produced a plaintive melody. 
Pan took the reeds and made an instrument which 
he called a syrinx, in honour of the nymph. 

"Fair trembling Syrin* fled 
Arcadjan Pan. with such a fearful dread." 
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TAARA. The thunder god of the Esthonians, con¬ 
sidered as a beneficent and fertilizing power. The 
oak was sacred to Taara. 

TABOO. A word broadly defined as any prohibi¬ 
tion supported by a supernatural sanction; a sacred 
interdiction, commonly imposed by chiefs or 
priests. Among the Polynesians, it is indicated by 
a sign or mark. 

TACATECUTLI. The Aztec god of commerce and 
industry, the god of merchant adventurers whose 
“peaceful penetration opened paths for the imperial 
armies.” 

TA CHUE. “The lord of the place.” a Korean house¬ 
hold god. He is made of straw in a hollow form 
and within him arc placed old coins, bits of pretty 
cloth and similar treasures. Ta Chue is supposed 
to avert evil and bring luck to his owner. 

The god of the polar star, in Finnish 
mythology, "an insignificant spot in the vault of 
the sky, but on this spot he knows no master.” 

TAFNE. The goddess of light, wife and twin sis¬ 
ter of the Egyptian god Shu. Tafnc was wor¬ 
shipped chiefly at Thebes, and represented as bear¬ 
ing on her head the solar disc and the urasus or 
asp. 

TAHUTI. The name under which Thoth, the god 
of wisdom, was worshipped at Abydos. 
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TAKAMA*NO-HARA. “Plain of high heaven/* the 
Japanese heavenly world, where celestial deities 
reign. 


TALISMAN, A charm, regarded as magically 
beneficent, to counteract malignant influences; 
ordinarily a metal or stone disc carrying magical 
formulas or astrological configurations. 

TAMMUZ or THAMMUZ. A Babylonian sun god 
of agriculture and the spirit of vegetation. Ishtar 
became his wife and he was slain by her. One of 
the Babylonian dirges in his honour was inscribed: 
"Lament of the Flutes for Tammuz.” Later he 
was brought back from the lower world, his life 
thus symbolizing the dying vegetation in the win¬ 
ter and its return in the spring. In times of 
drought and at the time of the summer solstice, 
the women of Phtvnicia and Syria generally, “wept 
for Tammuz." This deity was never represented 


"Thammiu came next behind. 
Whose annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The Syrian damsel, to lament his fate 
In amorous ditties all a summer's day " 


TAMOI. The Ancient of the skies." worshipped 
by the Guarani Indians of South America, who 
revere without fearing this beneficent being. 

TAMU The patron god of the Carib Indians of 

of the rky°”' Th ""d "old man 

ot the sky. They believe that at death Tamu 

sacr rr''' the 

in "he Tky. ' 
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TANEMAHUTA. The Maori god of forests. It 
was Tanemahuta who rent apart Rangi and Papa, 
the gods of heaven and earth; "Far, far beneath him 
he presses down the earth; far, far above him he 
thrusts up the sky.” Then light increased upon 
the earth, and all the beings that were hidden be¬ 
tween Rangi and Papa before they were separated, 
began to multiply upon the earth. 

TANGAROA. A self-evolving, sclf-existent, crea¬ 
tive deity of the Maoris; the lord of light, whose 
right eye was the sun and whose left eye was the 
moon. Tangaroa was sometimes called the god of 
fish and reptiles. The Polynesian triad consisted 
of Tangaroa. the creator; Maui, the sustainer; and 
Tiki, the revcaler. 

TANI. The god of fruit, of the natives of the Society 
Islands. To his temple they bring the first fruits, 
casting them down upon the ground with the 
words: "Here, Tani, I have brought j'ou some¬ 
thing to eat.” 

TANITH. A Carthaginian goddess of the heavens 
and the moon, tutelary deity of the city built by 
Queen Dido. She was identified with Astarte. 
Inscriptions frequently allude to Tanith as “the 
countenance of Baal.” She was worshipped in 
Rome as Dca Ccclestis. 

TANTALUS. The son of Zeus and father of Pelops. 
He was doomed by the gods to the lower world 
for the atrocious sin of serving up liis son Pelops 
as a meal to the gods. He was described as stand¬ 
ing up to his chin in water, which eluded his lips 
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as often as he attempted to quench the thirst that 
tormented him. The English word laitlalicc comes 
from his name. 

“So bends tormented Tantalus to drink. 

While from his lips the reBuent waters shrink." 

TAOURT or TAOURIS. An c%-il Egyptian god¬ 
dess. the wife of Set. Taourt presided over the 
births of kings and gods, and was important in 
the lower regions. She was represented as a walk¬ 
ing hippopotamus, the back covered by the skin 
and tail of a crocodile. 

TAPIO A forest god of the Finns, represented as 
an old man with a brown beard, a high hat of fir 
cones, and a coat of tree moss. He was styled 
the golden king of the wood.” 


^'^"ealesc Negritos 

K n considered as hus¬ 

band of Bihku. Tarai is identified with the south- 
west monsoon. 


''-as slain by 

Karttikeya. the Hindu god of war. 

Gaulish 

Druids, who hurled the celestial meteors. 

goddess, source of evil 
of the Khonds m Bengal, and consort of Bella 

Tad Pcnnu'^TcJ"*’"^ 

<iri t ennu. {Sec dharni deota) 
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TARONHIAWAGON. "He who comes from the 
sky. he who speaks in dreams.” the supreme god 
of the Iroquois Indians. The chief festival of 
their calendar is celebrated in honour of Taronhia- 
wagon at the winter solstice. 

TARTAK. A god worshipped in Samaria by the 
Avites, a Semitic people. 

TARTARUS. That part of the infernal depths where 
the wicked were punished. In the Iliad, Tartarus 
was a place beneath the earth, as far below Hades 
as heaven above the earth, and was closed by iron 
gates. 

TASHMIT. "The personification of an abstract 
idea.” A Babylonian goddess, the consort of Nebo. 
According to some writers Tashmit means “the 
hearer,” in view of the character of her wise hus¬ 
band. On a seal impression dating somewhere be¬ 
tween 4500-3500 B.C. there are outlined two figures, 
male and female, supposed to represent Nebo and 
Tashmit. The former has a wide open mouth and 
the latter ears of e.xtraordinary size. Both arc 
holding wild animals by the horns, and the repre¬ 
sentation is supposed to be symbolical of the 
strength of speech and silence. 

TATEVALI. The fire god of the Mexican Huichols, 
who since the departure of the monks have re¬ 
turned to their ancient idolatry. He is the par¬ 
ticular god of the shamans, especially of those 
who heal and prophesy. Sometimes he Is repre¬ 
sented by two images; one stands above the ground 
and the other in a cavity beneath it. The latter is 
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the smaller and the older of the two. and is asso¬ 
ciated with the sun after it has set, or the sun of 
the underworld. The upper image is associated 
with the sun of the daytime, or of the upper world. 

TAWHAKI. The ^^aori god who dwells in the 
skies. The thunder and lightning are caused by 
Tawhaki’s footsteps when he moves. 

TAWHIRI-MA-TEA. The Maori god of winds and 
storms. 

TAWISKARON. (Srr teharonhiawagon) 

TAYGETA. (See Pleiades) 

TAY-YE. A Chinese god, “the great unity.” Tay-ye 
is associated with the north star, therefore they 
venerate the north, and regard it as a sin to spit 
in that direction. 

TEFNUT. A lioness-headed Egyptian goddess, sis¬ 
ter and wife of Shu, mother of Seb (the earth) and 
Nut (the sky). 

TEGID VOHEL. “Bald serenity," a Druidic god 
of the Britons, identihed with the Roman Saturn, 

He was the consort of the mystic goddess Cerid- 
wcn. 

TEHARONHIAWAGON and TAWISKARON. 

The chief deities of the Irotjuois. They were twins, 
and antagonistic to one another, one being the 
creator and preserver of life and the other the 
deadly winter god. 

TELCHINES. In Greek mythology, the Telchines 
were powerful enchanters who held in control the 
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elements, and could bring clouds, rain, hail, and 
snow at pleasure. They were credited with in¬ 
venting useful arts, especially metal working, but 
were also regarded as dangerous sorcerers and 
demons. 

TELEIA. The name given by the Greeks to Hera, 
as the married goddess or goddess of the married 
state. 

TELLUS. A Roman goddess of the earth, “by 
whose power plants potent for enchantments were 
produced." 

TEN GERIS. The thunder god of the Siberian 
Buriats, who fights evil spirits with his fiery arrow. 

TENGRI. "Blue Tengri" is the name given by the 
Mongols to their sky god. He is also sometimes 
called "eternal Tengri." 

TENGRIS. The higher heaven-dwelling deities 
among the Buriats of eastern Mongolia. The 
Tengris are holy and benevolent gods worshipped 
as the heavens. 

TENJIN. A Japanese god of learning and cal¬ 
ligraphy. 

TEOCALLIS. The Aztec temples were called Tco- 
callis, and in form somewhat resembled the pyra¬ 
midal structures of Egypt. 

TEOYAOMIQUI. The Aztec goddess of death, and 
consort of the war god Huitzilopochtli. 

TERAPHIM. The little household gods of clay, 
often carried about the person as charms, had 
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their origin in Mesopotamia. The tcraphim were 
the images which Rachel stole from her father's 
house, and which the Assyrian settlers in Samaria 
brought from their native lands and worshipped 
together with the true God. 

TERMINUS. A divinity at Rome, presiding over 
boundaries. The worship of Terminus was insti¬ 
tuted by Numa, who ordered that every one should 
mark the boundaries of his landed property by 
stones consecrated to Jupiter. Terminus was rep¬ 
resented with a human head but without feet or 
arms, to intimate that he never moved, wherever 
he was. 

TERPSICHORE. One of the Muses. Terpsichore 
presided over dancing and choral song. She was 
represented as a young virgin crowned with laurel 
and holding in her hand a musical instrument. 

TERRA. One of the oldest deities in classical 
mythology, the Roman goddess of the earth. 

TETEO-INNAN. A Mexican goddess, called 
mother of the gods.” Teteo-Innan presided over 
medicine and medical plants. At the yearly festi¬ 
val given in her honour, a woman who was chosen 
to impersonate the goddess was put to death in 
that character. 

TETHRA. The god of the underworld of the dead 
Irish mythology. * 

TETHYS. A sea goddess, the daughter of Uranus 
and Gaa. Tethys and her husband Occanus were 
sovereigns of the sea until they were overthrown 
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by Poseidon and Amphitrite, wlio succeeded to the 
dominion of the waters. 

“The golden sun. above the watery bed 
Of hoary Tethys, raised bis beamy bead.” 

TETRAGRAMMATON. The four consonants form¬ 
ing the Hebrew “incommunicable name” of the 
supreme being, IHVH. 

TEUTATES. “Father of the people,” a deity 
among the ancient Gauls, and identified with the 
Roman Pluto. Human victims were offered to this 
god, who was often called the “pitiless Teutates." 

TEZCATLIPOCA. “Shining mirror,” the Aztec 
god representing the conquering night and called 
"the soul of the world.” He was supposed to have 
been its creator, and was next in honour to the 
invisible being, the supreme god, who was not rep¬ 
resented by any image or confined in any temple. 
Tczcatlipoca’s most conspicuous emblem was a 
mirror, in which he was supposed to see all that 
took place on earth, in heaven and in hell. The 
skunk and the coyote were sacred to him as ani¬ 
mals that prowl about in the night. 

THAGYA MIN NAT. Lord of the heavens, the 
Burmese “king of the land of spirits.” He is 
considered as the first Nat or spirit. 

THAKUR. "Lord,” the supreme deity of the San- 
tal tribe of Bengal, who troubles himself little 
with human affairs. Thakur is regarded as a good 
god and is worshipped every fifth or tenth year 
with a sacrifice of goats. 
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THALIA. One of the three Graces. Thalia was the 
patroness of comedy and bucolic poetry. 

THALNA. An Etruscan goddess of birth and 
light. (See cupra) 

THAMMUZ. (See tammuz) 

THANATOS. Death as a personification, brother 
of Hypnos and son of Nox. Thanatos dwelt in 
the lower world, and corresponded to the Roman 
Mors. He was often represented as a youth asleep 
or with an inverted torch. 

THAUMAS. "Wonder,” father of the rainbow god¬ 
dess, Iris. 

THEISPAS. The weather god or thunder god of 
the Urartians, a people who lived in western Asia, 
according to Assyrian records. 

THEMIS. The goddess of justice and law. who sat 
by Zeus on his throne to give him counsel. She 
was a Titancss. the daughter of Uranus. Themis 
was the consort of Zeus and mother of Prome¬ 
theus. She was represented as holding aloft a 
pair of scales. 

THESAN. The Etruscan goddess of the morning, 
bhc was identified with the Roman Aurora. 

TH^EUS. King of Athens, and son of ;Egeus. 

Theseus rid Attica of Procrustes and other evil 

doers, slew the Minotaur, and was one of the Argo- 
nauts. ^ 

goddess, "the silver-footed nymph 
c sea, daughter of Nereus and Doris. Thetis 
was so beautiful that Zeus himself wooed her. but 
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upon learning from Prometheus that the child of 
Thetis would be greater than his father, Zeus de¬ 
sisted from his suit. Peleus became her husband, 
and the offspring of this union was Achilles. Thetis 
dwelt with her father Nereus at the bottom of the 
sea. 

THOR. The thunderer of Norse mythology. Thor 
was the most widely worshipped of the gods. He 
was represented as in the vigour of youth, with 
hair and beard fiery red, the colour of lightning, 
riding in a goat-drawn chariot, whose rolling 
caused the thunder. He was armed with his magic 
hammer, the thunderbolt, which always returned 
to him after being hurled. 

‘*I am the God Thor, 

1 am the War God 
I am the Thundcrert 
Here in my Northland, 

My fastness and fortress. 

Reign I forever!*' 

THOTH. The scribe of the gods, the measurer of 
time, the inventor of numbers, the god of wisdom. 
Thoth took part in the judgment of the dead and 
was an object of universal reverence throughout 
Egypt. He was represented with the head of an 
ibis on a human body. (See dermes trismecistus) 

THULE. Pliny says: “It is an island in the North¬ 
ern Ocean." Others consider it to have been some 
part of the coast of Norway. As Ultima Thule, it 
was the end of the world: the last extremity. 

•'Where the Northern Ocean, in vast whirls, 

Boils round the nnked melancholy isles 
Of farthest Thule.*’ 


280 


THURMS. An Etruscan god who was identified 
with the Roman Mercury. 

TIAMAT. The personification of the primeval 
ocean, “the depths," in Babylonian mythology. 
Tiamat was conceived as the female principle and 
mother of the gods. In “the war of the gods,” 
Marduk fought with Tiamat, and overcame her 
when he flung a thunderbolt into her mouth. 


T'lEN. "The supreme ruler on high." of the Chi¬ 
nese, who rules and governs all the affairs of men 
with an omnipotent and omniscient righteousness 
and goodness. T’icn signifies the expanse of heaven 
and the phenomena that emanate from it,—thun¬ 
der. lightning and rain. “The vast and bright fir¬ 
mament overspreading and embracing all, and from 
which come the light, heat and rain which render 
the earth beneath fruitful and available for the 
support and dwelling of man and all other living 
beings on its surface." T'ien is also worshipped 
under the title of Shang-ti. 


TIGYAMA. a protective deity of the home, of the 
Bagotos. a Malayan tribe of Mindanao. They say 
that Tig>ama is very good and has created all 
things, although he has been aided by other small 
gods who are under his guidance. Offerings of 
areca nuts and betel leaves are made to Tigyama. 

earlr triad consisted of Tan- 

garoa.^ Mau, and Tiki.-“thc creator.” “the sus 

-ncr and "the revealer.” Tiki is also an image 
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usually large and of wood, or small and of green 
stone, representing an ancestor. 

TILO* A dim mysterious power identified with the 
sky by the Thonga tribe of South Africa. Tilo 
designates the blue sky or heaven, and is conceived 
by them as a place of rest for the weary. This 
thought is expressed in one of their songs: 

how I should love to plait a string. 

And go up to Heaven. 

I would go there to find f«t.'* 

TIMONDONAR. The sun god of the Tupi Indians 
of Brazil. He engages in daily combat with his 
brother Aricoute, the god of night, and overcomes 
him. 

TINA or TINIA. The supreme deity of the Etrus¬ 
cans. Tina is said to have had a special temple 
dedicated to his honour in every Etruscan city, and 
in every city one of the gates bore his name. He 
was “the centre of the god world, the power who 
speaks in the thunder and descends in lightning.’* 
He was one of the Novcnsilcs and was always 
representc<l on Etruscan monuments with the thun¬ 
derbolt in his hand. Tina was sometimes identified 
with Suminanus. 

TIR. "The scribe of Ormazd.” Ties temple was 
called the Archive, and was not only a sanctuary 
where one might pray, but also a school where one 
might be taught, and where dreams were inter¬ 
preted. It was Tir who conducted the souls of 
the dead to the nether world, and a common im- 
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precation with the Iranians was, “May the scribe 
carry him!” 

TIRESIAS. A celebrated soothsayer of Thebes. Bv 
accident Tiresias saw Athena bathing and the 
angry goddess struck him with blindness. Later, 
unable to restore his sight, she gave him a staff 
with which he could walk as safely as if he had 
sight. She also gave him knowledge of future 
events and of the language of birds. 

TISHTRYA. The Iranian storm god, known also 
as the star Sirius or Dog-star. The Iranians asso¬ 
ciated rain with certain stars, which were be¬ 
lieved to contain the "seed of the waters.” 

TISIPHONE. "The blood avenger," one of the 
three Furia?. (S'er eri.vyes) 

TITANIA. The queen of the fairies. Oberon was 
her husband. 

TITANS. The sons and daughters of Uranus and 
Gjca. The Titans dwelt in heaven until they 
warred with Olympian gods and were overthrown. 

TITHONUS. The son of Laomedon. king of Troy. 
He was so beautiful that the goddess Eos became 
enamoured of him. and begged the gods to grant 
him immortality, forgetting, however, to ask im¬ 
mortal youth for him. Tithonus grew old. and was 

cicada ^ grasshopper, or 

"Atas, for this grty shadow. on« a man. 

So glorious in his beauty and thy choice." 

TI-TSANG. The Chinese ruler of the world below. 
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TIWAZ. a Teulonic deity, worshipped by the Swa¬ 
bians as their national god. Human sacrifices were 
offered to Tiwaz, who was a god of war and of 
justice. 

TLALOC. The Aztec god of rain. Tlaloc was called 
the insatiable," and In seasons of drought chil¬ 
dren. beautifully dressed and decked with flowers 
and gay feathers, were drowned as an offering to 
him. At his festival the people danced and ate live 
frogs and snakes. TIaloc’s statues were made of a 
greenish white stone to imitate the colour of water. 
His consort Chalchihuitlicue bore him a numerous 
progeny, the TIalocs or clouds. 

TLAZOLTEOTL. The Aztec ^'goddess of dirt ” the 
deity of uncleanliness, of lust and of sexual sin. It 
is remarked that the Indians awaited old age be¬ 
fore confessing to Tlazolteotl their carnal sins. 

TOAFA. A Samoan deity represented by a smooth 
oblong stone. 

TOHIL. A thunder god of the Quiche Indians of 
Gautemala, mentioned in the Popol Vuh. their 
sacred book. Tohil gave the people the gift of fire 
by shaking sparks (flints) from his sandals. 

TONATIUH. The Aztec sun god, whose colossal 
statue was made of one entire block of stone and 
faced the cast. Upon Tonatiuh’s breast was a plate 
of burnished gold and silver, which caught the 
first rays of the rising sun. 

TOO*GA. The blest abode whither all go after 
death, of the Bushmen of southern Africa. They 
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believe that a safe journey is ensured by cutting 
off a finger joint. 


TOQUICHEN. “The great chief of the invisible 
world," of the Araucanian tribes of Chile; another 
name for their thunder god, Pillan. 


TORAH. In Jewish literature, “law." The Hebrew 
Bible is divided into three parts: The Torah, "Law" 
or Pentateuch: the Prophets; the Kethubim or 
"Wntings.” generally termed Hagiographa. 


TORNGARSUK. An Eskimo god who dwells in an 
underground domain, a blissful place of sunshine 
and perpetual summer, with water, fish, and fowl 
m plenty; seals and reindeer arc caught without 
trouble, or are found boiling alive in a great kettle. 

Guaran. Indians of Brazil, who represents the 

Toro-guenket is supposed to fall 
inflicn‘r baneful 

from her 


'ho Tupi- 

"a^"' Indians, ihc principle of good, 
a anake a?d a pea;,"'’'"'""'' ''ears 

TOYO-UKE-BIME Thr. I 

“ho personifies the 

-d other c„U'a,ed"t, 
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TRIMURTI. The triad of Hindu gods, consisting of 
Brahma, the creator; Vishnu, the preserver; and 
Siva, the destroyer. 

TRISMEGISTUS. (5ff hermes trismecistus) 

TRITON. The son of Poseidon and Amphitrite. 
Triton was represented as a fish with a human 
head, and it was this sea god who made the roar¬ 
ing of the ocean by blowing through his conch 
shell. “Hear old Triton blow his wreathed horn.” 
Later mythology imagined a multiplicity of Tritons, 
attendants on the sea gods. 

TRIVIA. The Roman three-faced goddess of streets 
and ways, sometimes identified with Hecate. The 
word trivia comes from a place where three 

roads meet. 

“O Trivi. 1 , goddess! leave these low ahodes. 

And traverse o'er the wide ethereal roads." 

TROLL. One of the clumsy beings, of Teutonic 
mythology, living in hills or mounds, usually faith¬ 
ful to man but often dangerous. They were stumpy, 
misshapen, humpbacked, and inclined to thieving. 
They were especially averse to noise. 

“Out then spake the tiny Troll. 

No bigger than an emmet he." 

TSAI SHEN. The Chinese god of riches, who is 
usually represented as a visitor who desires to enter 
the home. Tsai Shen is accompanied by many 
servants carrying treasures which he is ready to 
dispense freely to those who offer him obeisance. 
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TSAO SHEN. The Chinese god of the hearth, upon 
whom depends the prosperity or adversity of the 
household. At his festival, a paper image of the 
god is burned, whereupon Tsao Shen ascends to 
heaven to make his report regarding the condition 
and prospects of the family. 

TSENG-CHANG. A Chinese tutelary deity, the 
guardian of the south. He is represented as red. 
with an umbrella. 

TSUI-GOAM. The sky deity of the Hottentots of 
South Africa. Tsui*Goam lives in a beautiful 
heaven, the stars of which are believed to be the 
souls or the eyes of the dead. 

TSUKI-YO-MI. A Japanese moon god, the “guar¬ 
dian of the moonlight night.” Tsuki-yo-mi has 
dwindled into insignificance. 

TSUL KALU. “Slanting eyes,” a hunter god of the 
Cherokee Indians. 

TUAMATEF or DUAMATEF. The ape-headed 
Egyptian god. one of the genii performing an im¬ 
portant part in the ceremonial of Amenti. 

TUATHA DE DANANN. The divine race of the 
ancient Gaelic goddess Danu. who landed in a 
dense cloud upon the coast of Ireland. They were 
the gods of holiness, of life, of day. and of sun- 
shine; the good gods. 

TULASI or HOLY BASIL. A small shrub, "por- 
vaded with the essence of Vishnu and his wife 
Lakshmi," itself worshipped as a deity by the 
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Hindus. The following prayer is often addressed 
to it: “I adore that Tulasi in whose roots arc all 
the sacred places of pilgrimage, in whose centre are 
all the deities, and in whose branches are all the 
Vedas.” 

TUM, ATMU or ATUM. The sun god Turn was re¬ 
garded as the “closer” of the day, or the night sun, 
“Horus of the horizon.” He wore the pschent, or 
crown of Upper and Lower Egypt, and carried the 
ankh and sceptre. In the "Ritual of the Dead.” 
the souls in Hades call to Turn and style him 
“father.” His image, as god of the setting sun, was 
painted red. 

TUNG AK. The great spirit of the Eskimos dwell¬ 
ing on the desolate shores of Labrador. Every cove 
of the seashore, every point, island and prominent 
rock has its guardian spirit. All arc of the malig¬ 
nant type, and to be propitiated only by acceptable 
offerings. These lesser spirits are under the control 
of Tung Ak, who is nothing more or less than 

death. 

TUONI or MANA. The Finnish god of the under¬ 
world, represented as an iron-handed, frightful old 
personage with three pointed iron fingers on each 
hand and wearing a hat drawn down on his shoul¬ 
ders. Tuoni was thought to be the leader of the 
dead to their subterranean home, as well as their 
guardian and ruler. 

TUPAN. The thunder god or great spirit of the Boto- 
cudo Indians of Brazil. Tupaii was believed by 
them to exist in the upper regions, across which he 
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flew like a great bird, watching over the welfare 
of his tribes. 

TURAN. An Etruscan goddess. The Roman Venus 
is identified with Turan. 

TUTIVILLUS. The demon, in medie\'al legend, 
who collects all fragments of words omitted, 
mutilated or mispronounced by priests in the per¬ 
formance of religious services. Tutivillus stores 
them up in that "bottomless pit" which is "paved 
with good intentions.” 

TVASHTAR or TVASTRI. A very ancient god, 
called in the Vedic hymns "the artificer of the 
gods.” It was Tvashtar who forged Indra’s thun¬ 
derbolt and made the sacrificial cup for the heav¬ 
enly soma. 

TYCHE. The Greek goddess of fortune, who dis¬ 
pensed riches and poverty, pleasures and misfor¬ 
tunes, blessings and pain. "Tyche fortune might 
be to the uninitiated. ... but to the mystic, she 
was the inner fate of his life and soul.” 

TYPHOEUS. a monstrous giant, son of Tartarus 
and Gaa. who warred against the gods. Typhoeus 
egot the unfavourable or dangerous winds, and 
tried to gam sovereignty over gods and men, but 
was conquered by Zeus with a thunderbolt and 
buned under Mount ^Etna. Later he was identi- 
fied with Typhon. 

^ '"Ouster, whose "stature reached to 
the sky; fire flashed from his eyes; he hurled glow¬ 
ing rocks, with loud hissing, against heaven, and 
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flame and storm rushed from his mouth.” The 
gods, in dismay, fled to Egypt and concealed them¬ 
selves under the form of animals. Zeus as last 
overcame him, and placed him beneath -^)tna. 
Typhon is the same apparently as Typhoeus, 
though Hesiod makes a diflference between them. 
The Greeks identified Typhon with the Egyptian 
Set. 

TYR. The Teutonic god of battle. Tyr was one- 
handed because he could give victory to only one 
side in a combat. 
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UATI. The tutelary goddess of Lower Egypt, de¬ 
picted as a woman wearing the crown of the 
north and holding a sceptre which was sometimes 
entwined with a winged serpent. 

UKE-MOCHI. The Japanese food goddess, at 
whose shrine in Isc offerings arc made of rice, salt, 
fish, birds, fruits, vegetables and seaweed. 

UKKO. The Finnish sky god, dwelling behind the 
blue tent of the heavens, who controlled the clouds; 
"the silvern ruler of the air.” and "the pilot of the 
heavens.” The benignant Ukko's abode was called 
Jumala. 

UKUPANIPO. The shark god of the Hawaiians, 
who could drive the fish to or from the shores, 
giving or withholding the daily food of the natives. 
The favour of the sea was invoked through Uku- 
panipo. 

ULLR. "The lordly,” a Scandinavian god of archery 
and the chase. No one could outstrip him in his 
snowshoes. He dwelt in the dark Yew Valley 

ULUTUYER-ULU-TOYON. "Omnipotent lord” 

of the Siberian Yakut, chief of the dark spirits, 
and described as living in the western sky. 

ULYSSES. (Sec odvsseus) 

UMA or DEVI. The Hindu goddess of nature, and 
consort of Siva, under her aspect of beauty and 
hght. Uma was famous for her defeat of Chanda 
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and Munda, two demons. She was represented as 
holding the head of Chanda in one of her four 
hands, and trampling on Munda. She lived in 
“trackless places,” and her aspect was terrifying. 
Uma wore a diadem of shining colours, and her 
emblem was the peacock's tail. 

UNDINE. A water nymph, in German mythology, 
who was created without a soul, like all the others 
of her species. By marrying a mortal Undine ob¬ 
tained a soul, and with it all the pains and penal¬ 
ties of the human race. 

UNDUTAR. The goddess of mist and fog, in Fin¬ 
nish mythology, whose abode was in the highest 
regions of the heavens. Undutar passed the mist 
and fog through a silver sieve before sending them 
to earth. 

UNI. The Finnish god of sleep. Uni is described 
as a kind-hearted and welcome deity. 

UNKTAHE. The water god of the Dakota Indians. 
He is a cunning magician and a master of dreams 
and witchcraft. 

UNUGI. “The dark dwelling,” the Sumerian under¬ 
world, the abode of the shades. "Darkness without 
light” was one of the curses invoked by Ham¬ 
murabi on anyone who should venture to deface 
his stele. Unugi was synonymous with death. 

UPANISHAD. A part of the Vedic literature. Its 
fundamental doctrine is "pantheism involving trans¬ 
migration and the emanation of creation from the 
universal ego, or world soul, which comprises in 
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its being all individual souls/* In Sanskrit, the 
literal meaning of Upanishad is a sitiiuff doum at the 
feet of another to listen to his words, 

UPIS, The goddess of childbirth in early Greek 
times; later she was the goddess who watched over 
the deeds of men. 

UPU-LERA. **Lord sun/’ the supreme deity wor* 
shipped by the natives of Papua, or New Guinea, 
who regard the sun as the male principle by which 
the earth or female principle is fertilized. Upu- 
Lera is the creator of the world and preserver of it, 
and he punishes the transgressors of his laws. The 
natives represent him under the form of a lamp 
made of coconut leaves which may be seen hanging 
everywhere in their houses and in the sacred fig 
tree. 

URANIA. One of the Muses. Urania presided over 
astronomy and was represented with a celestial 
globe, to which she pointed with a snxall staff. 

URANUS. The personification of heaven, the most 
ancient of all the Greek gods. He was the son or 
husband of Gara, and father of the Titans, the 
Hecatoncheires, the Cyclops, the Giants, and the 
Furies. Uranus hated his offspring and confined 
them in Tartarus, but, at the instigation of G«ea, his 
son Cronus attacked him and dethroned him. 
Among the Latins he was called Coelus. 

URCAGUAY. "The god of riches, a Peruvian god 
of subterranean treasures. Urcaguay was repre¬ 
sented as a great serpent, with little chains of gold 
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at his tail and a head adorned with stag-like horns. 

He was revered in a temple called the “snake 
house.” 

URDUR or URTH. "The past,” one of the Norns 
or Norse Fates, who with her sisters, Skuld and 
Verthandi, dwelt beside the fountain Norna, at 
the foot of the ash Yggdrasill. 

URI-ZI. A Sumerian god, keeper of the harem of 
the war god Ningirsu. 

URTH. URDUR) 

USHAS. The Hindu goddess of dawn, the young 
goddess, born again and again, who "makes men 
grow old,” and who opens the dark gates of night. 
To Ushas are addressed some of the noblest hymns 
in the Vedas. "Dawn on us with prosperity, O 
Ushas, daughter of the sky, with great glory, O 
luminous and beautiful goddess, with richesl” 

USI-AFU. "Lady earth,” the physical earth per¬ 
sonified as a goddess, and sometimes called the 
wife of Usi-Neno, "Lord sun.” The people of the 
island of Timor believe that the whole creation 
originated from their union and that it is their union 
%vhich still imparts fertility and growth to every 
living thing. 

USIL. The Etruscan god of the sun, sometimes 
called Aplu. Usil was represented as a youth with 
bow and arrows, and was identified with the Roman 
Pheebus. 

USI-NENO. "Lord sun," a personification and deifi¬ 
cation of the physical sun. and worshipped by the 
Timorese in the Indian Archipelago. Usi-Neno is 
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conceived not simply as a god or spirit who resides 
in the sun and regulates its operations, but also as 
the male principle. tx )0 exalted to be concerned 
with terrestrial afFairs. 

UTAMO. The god of dreams, in Finnish mythology. 
Uiamo is always spoken of as the personification 
of indolence. 

UTGARD. The abode of the Norse giants, a circle 
of rocks which hemmed in the ocean that was sup¬ 
posed to encompass the world. The giants dwell 
among the rocks. (See nine worlds) 

UTGARD-LOKI. The demon of the infernal regions, 
in Norse mythology. 

UWOLOWU. The supreme being, and a good god, 
of the African Slave Coast tribe. Uwolowu created 
everything, including the lesser gods. He is al¬ 
mighty and can impart all good things. 

UZ. A strange Babylonian god, probably an Ak¬ 
kadian survival, who was depicted as sitting on a 
throne watching the revolution of the solar disc, 
which was placed upon a table and made to revolve 

by means of a rope or string. He was clad in a 
robe of goat skin. 

UZUME. The Japanese goddess of cheerfulness, 
who danced before the heavenly cave and induced 
the sun goddess. Ama-terasu. to come out. The 
name Uzume means “blessing.” “wonderful.” 

UZ2A. “The most mighty.” the great Arabian god¬ 
dess having a sanctuary near .Mecca, which is said 
to have consisted only of three trees. Uzza was 
Identified with the planet Venus. 
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VACH. The goddess of speech and eloquence, and 
symbol of the potency of the magic word. Vach 
is celebrated in one of the Vedic hymns. She was 
later identified with Sarasvati. 

VACHASPATI. The Vedic guardian of hymns and 
prayers. He is also known as Vrihaspati. 

VACUNA. A goddess worshipped principally by the 
Sabines. Vacuna was supposed to be the goddess 
of victory, agriculture, woods, and hunting. 

VALHALLA. In Scandinavian mythology, Valhalla 
was the palace of immortality, the hall in which 
Odin received the souls of the warriors slain in 
battle and conducted thither by the Valkyries. 

VALI or LIFTHRASIR. (See raonabok) 

VALKYRIE. One of the nymphs of Valhalla, awful 
and beautiful, who hovered over the field of battle, 
choosing those to be slain and conducting the 
worthy heroes to Valhalla. 

VANAHEIM. One of the Nine Worlds, the home 
of the Vanir. 

VANIR. The Norse gods of the atmosphere, “the 
sijining, friendly ones.” They were three deities, 
Njorth. Freyr and Frcya, who forced the ..Esir to 
allow them to share their sacrifices. 
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VANTH. The Etruscan god of death, who appears 
in several of the sepulchral scenes, standing by the 
door of an open tomb. 

VARA. “Yima’s enclosure.” The Iranian abode of 
the blest, a land where despite its sanctity and 
beauty, as the Vendidad states, "there arc ten win¬ 
ter months, two summer months. . . . There is the 
centre of winter, there is the heart of winter.” 

VARUNA. The Hindu god of the heavens, “the all- 
enveloping,” creator and ruler of the world and 
bestower of rewards and punishments for good and 
evil. The sun was his eye, tijc wind his breath. 
Later. Varuna’s sovereignty was restricted to the 
waters, when he set free the “waters of the clouds.” 
He presided at the west. {See inora) 

VASTOSHPATI. “Lord of the house." the Hindu 
tutelary deity of the dwelling. In the Rig-Veda he 
is addressed. "Lord of the house, acknowledge us; 
grant us good entrance; free us from sickness.” 

VASUKI. One of the Nagas or serpents in Hindu 
mythology. Vasuki is represented in human form, 
which it is believed he can assume at will, the 

only trace of his original nature being his serpent 
crest. 

VATTUMA. The Hindu threshold god. who dwells 
there, and to whom offerings are made when the 
doorway is set up. 

VAYU or VATA. The Vedic god of the wind or of 
the air, who dwelt in the space between earth and 
heaven, and of whom it was said that he "ever 


297 



moves in the heights of the atmosphere.** Vayu 
was the inseparable companion of Indra, god of the 
thunderbolt. One of the Vedic hymns contains 
these lines to the god of the wind: “Soul of the 
gods» source of the universe, this deity moves as 
he lists. His sounds have been heard, but his form 
is not seen.*’ 

VE, The brother of Odin and Vili. Ve was one of 
the three Norse deities who took part in the crea¬ 
tion of the world. (Sec ymir) 

VEDA. The most ancient sacred literature of the 
Hindus. It is composed of the Rig-Veda, the old¬ 
est and most important, the Veda of hymns; the 
Yajur-Veda, of sacrifice: the Sama-Veda, of chants; 
the Atharva-Veda. of magic and spells. 

VEJOVIS or VEDIUS. An Etruscan divinity, who 
cast lightnings. In the temple of Vejovis at Rome 
there was a statue of this death-dealing god figured 
as a youth with darts in his hand. (Sec novensiles) 

VENUS. The Roman goddess of bloom and beauty, 
the protectress of gardens. Swans and doves were 
her favourite birds, and her sacred plant was the 
myrtle. Venus possessed a girdle called ccstus, 
which had the power of inspiring love. (Sec aphro¬ 
dite) 

"And Venus loves the whisper 
Of plighted youth And mAid.” 

Venus is both an evening and morning star. When 
she foUou'S the sun and is an evening star, she is 
called Hesperus, and when she precedes the sun, 
and appears before sunrise, she is called Lucifer. 
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VERTHANDI. “The present,” one of the Norns or 
Norse Fates, who dwelt with her two sisters Urdur 
and Skutd near the fountain Norna. 

VERTUMNUS. A Roman god of the seasons, gar¬ 
dens, and manifold productions in the vegetable 
world. He married Voltumna, and was also be¬ 
loved of Pomona. Vcrtumnus was identified with 
the Etruscan god Phuphluns. 

VESTA. The Roman goddess of the sanctity of 
the home fire, or hearth. She also presided over 
the public hearth, and the sacred fire which flamed 
in her temple was tended by six virgin priestesses 
called vestals. The temple of Vesta was round, 
and It contained no statue of the goddess. It was 
a copy of the round hut in which the king, like his 
subjects, had dwelt in days of old. Tradition pre- 
served a memory of the time when its walls were 
t^de of wattled osiers and the roof was of thatch. 
Vesta was identified with the Greek Hestia. 

VESTAL. A Roman virgin dedicated to the service 
of Vesta, whose duty was to keep the sacred fire 
perpetually burning upon the altar of the goddess. 
Ihc vestal virgin who broke her religious vows 
was buried alive in a niche sufficiently large to 
contain her body and a small pittance of bread 


VICTORIA. The Roman goddess of victory, called 
by the Greeks Nike. 

VIDAR or LIP. Ragnarok) 
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Boundless space”, the Norse god of 
silence, who read the most secret thoughts of men. 
Vidur was noted for the thickness of his shoes, 
with which he walked in the air and on the water 
without any noise. 

VIELONA. The Lithuanian goddess of the dead. 

VILI. The brother of Odin and Ve, a mighty archer, 
in Norse mythology, who helped them slay the 
giant Ymir. He and his brothers were the creators 
of the world. 

VIRABHADRA. A monster in Hindu mythology, 
created by Siva as a “form of his anger.” 

VIRACOCHA. A deity of the Peruvian Incas, the 
lord of generation of plants, animals and human¬ 
kind, to whom were addressed supplications for in¬ 
crease. Viracocha was depicted as bearded with 
water rushes. His abode was in the depths of Lake 
Titicaca, and his birds were the eagle and the 
falcon. 

VISHNU. The second god in the Hindu Trimurti 
or triad; called Vishnu, the preserver, in contrast 
to Brahma, the creator, and Siva, the destroyer. 
In early Hinduism he was a sun god. Vishnu had 
many avatars, or incarnations, the most important 
of which were as Rama and as Krishna. 

VISVAKARMA. The Buddhist “architect of the 
gods,” to whom is attributed the great rock temple 
at Ellora. 
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VITHAR. One of the Norse ^sir, a son of Odin. 
The Norse legend says that Vithar will avenge his 
father Odin by slaying Fenris at Ragnarok. 

VIVASVAT. The Vedic sun god, the father of 
Yama, Yami and the Asvins. 

VOLTUMNA. The consort of the Etruscan god 
Vertumnus. The shrine of the goddess Voltumna 
was the place at which "the princes of Etruria 
were wont to meet in council.” 

VOLUSPA. “The song of the prophetess.” Voluspa 
is the name of one of the Eddie hymns, treating 
of the origin of the world, the meeting of the gods, 
the war of the ^Esir and Vanir, the final struggle 
and catastrophe, and the restoration and return of 
the gods in a new existence. 

VOTAN. The Malay god called the ‘‘plumed ser¬ 
pent. Votaries image represents him as a bird 
above and a serpent below. 

VRIHASPATI. The instructor of the gods, the guar¬ 
dian of hymns and prayers. In Vedic mythology. 
Vrihaspati was called "the first-born in the highest 
heaven of supreme light” because the prayers 
reached him first. He was also known as Vacha- 
spati, and Brihaspati. 

VRITRA. In Vedic mythology. Vritra was the 
demon of drought, whom Indra forced to release 
the ram. He stole Indra’s cows (the good clouds, 
whose milk is gentle rain), and shut them up in a 

himself. Vritra was 

identified with Ahi. 
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VUL or IVA. The god of the atmosphere, the lord 
of the whirlwind and tempest, the wiclder of the 
thunderbolts. Vul was regarded as the destroyer 
of crops, the uprooter of trees. He held in his hand 
a flaming sword, and his emblem upon tablets and 
cylinders was a double or triple bolt. As god of 
the atmosphere Vul gave rain and presided over 
canals, the great fertilizers of Babylonia. 

VULCAN. The divine blacksmith, whose workshop 
was on Mount /Etna, where the Cyclopes assisted 
him in forging thunderbolts for Jupiter. He was 
called Hephsstus by the Greeks. 

VULTURNUS. The Roman east wind, called by 
the Greeks Eurus. 
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WABUN* The cast wind» of the Algonquins^ consid¬ 
ered the greatest, wisest and oldest of the four 
brothers of the cardinal points: Wabun of the cast; 
Kaburi of the west; Kabibonokka of the north; 
and Shawano of the south. The Algonquiiis say 
they have no visible shape. 

WADE. A giant in Teutonic mythology, regarded 
as a storm or sea demon. 

WAINAMOINEN. The wise enchanter, the singer 
musician, the Finnish Orpheus, born from the ever¬ 
lasting Ether and Ilmater, who was Ether's daugh¬ 
ter and wife. He is the hero of the Finnish epic, 
Kalcvala. ''Wainamoinen, whose singing draws the 
sun and moon from heaven/* 

WAKONDA. The great spirit of the Sioux Indians, 
the mystery that is in all life and all creation. 
Wakonda is the equivalent of the Algonquin 
Manito, 

WAQ. The only god of the Gallas. a tribe of Abys¬ 
sinia. Waq is the god of heaven, but he is omni¬ 
present; he is everywhere in nature. He lives on 
the mountain peaks, in high trees, near springs, in 
rivers and in caves. In all these places he is wor¬ 
shipped with sacrifices and prayers. 

god of the 

thunder cloud of the Dakota Indians. 
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WE. An African sky god, to whom the natives sac¬ 
rifice fowls, millet, flour, etc., in order to procure 
many wives and many children. 

WELLAMO. The cold and cruel hearted consort 
of the Finnish sea god Ahto. 

WEN-CHANG. The Chinese god of literature, who 
was supposed to reside in the Great Beat constella¬ 
tion. Scholars invoked Wen-Chang to assist them 
in their labours. His temple was usually erected on 
an earthen mound with six sides, to typify the 
form of the constellation, which has the shape of 
a hexagon. 

WENI. The deity whose power is boundless, and 
who has preordained everything; the supreme god 
of the African Builsa tribe. 

WENNAM. The Senegalese supreme deity who re¬ 
sides in the sky. 

WODEN. Another form of Odin. 

WUNI. The supreme being, the creator of life and 
the moulder of destiny, worshipped by the Nan- 
kanni of the African Cold Coast. 
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XIBALBA. The realm of phantoms, of the Mayas 
of Guatemala, the kingdom of darkness, the lower 
regions, where both just and unjust alike were 
lodged. 

XILOWEN. The .-\ 2 tec goddess of the young maize 
cobs, the “hairy mother.’' with reference to the 
hair-like fibres or tassels that shoot from the maize 
cobs. A human victim was sacrificed to Xilonen 
at the midsummer festival given in her honour, 
after which the people were free to eat the green 
ears of maize and the bread that was baked of it. 

XIPE TOTEC. “Our lord the flayed." the Mexican 
god of the renewal of vegetation. Xipe Totec was 
represented clad in a human skin stripped from the 
body of a sacrificed captive. 


OCHIQUET2AL. “Flower feather." the Aztec 
goddess of love, the patroness of the unmarried 
women who lived with young bachelor warriors 
and marched to war with them, and who some¬ 
times. at the goddess's festival, immolated them- 
SC ves upon her altar. In a more pleasing aspect 
she was the deity of weaving and spinning. 
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YACATECUTLI. “Lord of travellers/’ the patron 
god of the Aztecs of Mexico, and particularly of 
merchants and traders who, on returning from a 
long journey, were wont to give a great feast in 
honour of Yacatccutli. The staff of the traveller 
was symbolical of this deity, and before it were 
placed offerings of meat, of flowers, and of fra¬ 
grant tobacco. 

YAHWEH or JAHVE. A modern transliteration of 
the Hebrew word translated Jehovah in the Bible. 

YAKSHA- The hobgoblin consort of Kuvera, the 
Hindu god of wealth. The demi-god attendants on 
Kuvera are also called Yakshas. 

YAMA. The son of Vivasvat the sun god, and 
Saranyu the dawn goddess. In Hindu mythology, 
Yama is the deification of the first mortal to die, 
who hence becomes the judge of the dead. He is 
called the god of the setting sun, the dyitig god, 
who goes "to show the way to many” and assures 
resurrection and immortality. Vcdic hymns speak 
of the Milky W’ay as the path of V'ama, the way 
to the house of Yama. the ruler of the dead. He 
is represented as of a green colour with red gar¬ 
ments, having a crown on his head, his eyes en- 
flamed, striding a buffalo, and holding a club and 
noose (for drawing the soul). Yama presides at 
the south. (Sec indra) 
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YAMI. The twin sister and wife of Yama, the 
Hindu god and judge of the dead. 

YANG. Genii, souls, spirits. All manifestations of a 
supernatural power, of the Indo-Chinese savages, 
bear the generic name of yang, a word of Malayo- 
Polynesian origin. 

YAUMAU-HADAKU. The Samoyed goddess of 
fishes. The finest fish of the first catch of tlie 
season is opened and cleaned: then it is impaled 
on a stick and planted at the water's edge. The 
head of the fish is turned toward the water, and a 
small image of Yaumau-Hadaku is placed astride 
its tail, to indicate that the goddess is riding the 
fish into the sea. 

YAZATAS. Celestial beings, genii of the elements, 
the protecting spirits, in Zoroastrianism. 

YEI. Fire godlings of the Navaho Indians, corn 
spirits and harvest deities who "bear cloud humps 
upon their backs and ram's horns on their heads.” 
The Yci are, in the main, beneficent and kindly to 
man. 

YEMAN’GNYEM. "The old man from the mouth 
of the Ob," the god of all fish, of the Ostyaks of 
western Siberia. Every season the first catch of 
fish is sacrificed to him. He also shows the way to 
travellers in winter, for he keeps fires burning 
(oiirora borcaJis) during the winter darkness. 

YEN-LO-WANG. The Chinese god of the dead 
whose name is perpetually on the lips of the 
people when death and future judgment are mcn- 
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tioned.” Yen-lo-wang is believed to determine the 
manner and time of the death of every individual, 
as well as the future condition of his soul. 

YERRI YUPPON. A good spirit of the Patago¬ 
nians, who was invoked in time of danger and dis¬ 
tress. 

YGGDRASILL. “Time's hoary nurse,” the great 
ash tree which supports the universe, in Scandi¬ 
navian mythology. It has three roots, Hel dwelling 
under one, Niflheim; the frost giants under an¬ 
other, Utgard; and mankind under the third. Mid- 
gard. At the "Twilight of the gods,” the quaking 
of Yggdrasill will release the monsters that are 
confined in the lower regions for the conflict of 
Ragnarok. 

YIMA. A demi-god in Persian mythology, king of 
mankind in the golden age and afterward ruler of 
the realm of the dead. Yima corresponded to the 
Vcdic Yania. (See vara) 

YINUKATSISDAI. The god of vegetation of the 
Hupas of California. He is the originator of vegeta¬ 
ble food and controls its supply by making annual 
provision according to the care or abuse of the pre¬ 
vious crops by the people. He is generally invisible, 
is said to be small of stature and always carrying 
a sack of seed. 

YMIR. The primeval Norse giant from whose body 
the gods created the world. He was slain by Odin, 
Vili, and Ve, who shaped from his blood the sea, 
from his flesh the earth, from his bones the mouii- 
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tains and rocks, from his skull the sky, and from 
his brain the clouds. Ymir was called the “rime* 
cold giant“ and regarded as personifying primeval 
waters and chaos. 

•‘There was^ in times of old, where Ymir dwelt, 
nor hod nor sea, nor gelid waves; 
eartii existed not, nor heaven above; 
there was a chaotic chasm, 
and verdure nowhere.'* 


YOCAHUGUAMA. The yucca spirit, chief of the 
Taino gods, the son of the great First-in-Being, 
The Taino West Indians, like all American In¬ 
dians. were mystics and vision seekers, 

YOMI. “Darkness.” the Japanese Hades, also called 
Yomotsu-Kuni. 

YOMOTSU-KUNI. The Japanese "land of gloom" 

or Hades. The goddess Izanami ruled over this 

subterranean abode of the spirits of darkness and 
death. 


YONI. The symbol under which the Hindu Sakti 

the personification of the female power in nature 
IS worshipped. ’ 


YRYN.AJY.TOJON. The over god of the Yakuts 
in northern Siberia. Yryn-ajy.tojon dwells in the 
topmost storey of heaven.” 

^ Turks he¬ 

re they accepted Mohammedanism. Yulgen they 
said, lived in the light. ^ 

yum CIMIL. •■God of death’' of the \fayas of 
Central America. Yum Cimil was represented hy 
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a skeleton in a squatting posture facing the south, 
where his kingdom was supposed to be situated. 

YU SHUH. The Chinese rain god, who caused vio¬ 
lent winds and typhoons when he passed through 
the air. 
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ZADEK and MISOR. Two deities who are men¬ 
tioned in Sanchoniathon's fragments as having 
discovered salt. The Phccnicians considered Zadek 
and Misor as the spring and autumn sun in sun 
worship, and as the waxing and waning moon in 
moon worship. 

ZAGREUS. A Greek epithet of Dionysus as the bull 
god. In the Orphic rites, Zagreus was the divinity 
of generation, the personification of the vital power 
circulating in nature. The myth connected with 
this god concealed a mystic meaning only revealed 
to the initiated. 

ZAMBI. The supreme being, of the great African 
Bantu race. Zambi, “having no origin, is himself 
the origin of all things." 

ZAMHOR, The good god of the Madagascans, to 
whom in prayer they say: “O Zamhor! to thee we 
offer no prayers. The good god needs no asking. 

But we must pray to Nyang. Nyang must be 
appeased.” 

ZAMOLXIS. The only god of the Geta?, a people 

every five years someone was 
chosen by lot to be despatched as a messenger to 
Zamolxis, to make known to him the desires of 
the people. Zamolxis was also called Gebeleizea. 
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ZANAHARY. The one god, creator of all things, 
of the Malagasy tribes of Madagascar. This god, 
being essentially good, and consequently incapable 
of doing evil, is more or less neglected. 

ZARA MAMA. The maize goddess, whose image, 
made of ears of maize and dressed in women's 
clothes, was worshipped by the Peruvian Indians. 

ZARATHUSTRA or ZOROASTER. The doctrine 
of Zarathustra is essentially practical and ethical. 
In one of the gathas of the Avesla is the following: 
“Good is the thought, good the word, good the 
deed, of the pure Zarathustra.” 

ZAYAN. "The white deity," the lord of storms and 
lightning, called Zayan-Sagan-Tcngri, the eldest 
among the Tengris or heaven gods, of the Buriats 
of Mongolia. 

ZELUS. The personification of zeal and strife in 
Greek mythology. Zclus was described as the son 
of Pallas and Styx, and a brother of Nike. 

ZEMI. An idol or tutelary spirit of the Indians of 
the Antilles. The worship of toteinistic ancestors 
is called Zemiism. Zemes, or cult images, arc be¬ 
lieved to be the intermediaries between man and 
God whom they consider as one, eternal, omni¬ 
potent and invisible. 

ZEMYNA. A Lithuanian earth goddess. 

ZEMZEM. The sacred well at Mecca near the 
Caaba, claimed by the Mohammedans to be the 
one discovered by Hagar when wandering in the 
desert with her son Ishmacl. 
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ZEPHYRUS. The west spring wind, son of ^olus 
and Aurora. Zephyrus was the lover of Flora, the 
Roman goddess of flowers and spring. 

*'Mild as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes.^* 

ZETHUS. The twin brother of Amphion. Both 
Zethus and Amphion, sons of Zeus and Antiope, 
were exposed on Mount Citharon. 

ZEUS. Chief of the Olympian gods, “father of the 
gods and men/' identified by the Romans with 
Jupiter. He was the son of Cronus and Rhea, and 
with his brothers, Poseidon and Pluto, divided the 
world by lot. Zeus's portion was “the extensive 
heaven in air and clouds/' Thunder and lightning, 
winds, clouds, snow, and rainbows were ascribed 
to him and he sent them as either signs or warn** 
ings, to punish the transgressions of man, 

•'Shakes hJs ambrosial curls, and gives the nod,— 

The stamp of fate, and sanction of the god.*’ 

ZIMAR2LA. "The frozen,” a Russian goddess of 
the winter weather. Zimarzla has ' breath of ice, 
clothes of hoarfrost, a mantle of snow, and a crown 
of hailstones.” 

ZIZA. A Teutonic goddess identified with the Eg>-p- 
tian Isis. 

A serpent, in modern Persian mythology. 

ZOROASTER or ZARATHUSTRA. The great 
Persian prophet who founded the Persian religion, 
the sacred literature of which, the Zend-Avesta, is 
ascribed to him. This religion is a dualism, teach¬ 
ing that Ormazd. the lord of light and goodness. 
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carries on a ceaseless war against Ahriman and the 
hosts of evil spirits who dwell in darkness. Her* 
odotus says: “The Persians have no altars, no 
temples or images; they worship on the tops of 
mountains. They adore the heavens, and sacrifice 
to the sun, moon, earth, fire, water and the winds.” 

ZOTZ. The bat god, a dread and potent deity 
among the Mayan tribes of Central America. 

ZU. A storm god in Babylonian mythology, rep¬ 
resented as a bird. He snatched the tablets of 
destiny from the breast of En-lil or Bel. and in 
turn lost them to another god, Meradoch or Mar- 
duk, who thus became supreme. The tablets of 
destiny were borne upon the breast of the ruler 
of the world’s destiny. 

ZUME. A deity of the Paraguay Indians of South 
America, who is said to have come from the place 
of sunrise, bringing the knowledge of the various 
arts and crafts. 
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Dccuma 
Diana 

Dii Consentcs 
Dii Involuti 
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Diras 

Dis 

Discordia 
Dis Pater 

Egeria 

Empanda 

Ercle 

Fama 

Fates 

Fatua 

Fatum 

Fauna 

Fauni 

Faunus 

Febris 

Feronia 

Fides 

Fidius Dius 

Flora 

Fons 

Fornax 

Fortuna 

Furiae 

Genius 

Hebe 

Hcrcic 

Hippona 

Horta 

Innus 

Janus 


Jove 

Juno 

Jupiter 

Juturna 

Juventas 

Kulmu 

Lala 

Lares 

Lasa 

Latona 

Laverna 

Lemures 

Liber 

Libitina 

Losna 

Lucifer 

Luna 

Ma-Bellona 

Manes 

Mania 

Mantus 

^(ars 

Matuta 

Mean 

Mentis 

Menerva 

Menrva 

Mercurius 

Mercury 

Minerva 

Mors 
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N[orta 

Mutinus 

Naiads 

Nccessitas 

Nenia 

Neptune 

Nethuns 

Noctiluca 

Nona 

Nortia 

Novensiles 

Ops 

Orcus 

Pales 

Partula 

Pax 

Penates 

Penthesilea 

Pimphluns 

Picumnus 

Picus 

Pilumnus 

Phivius 

Pomona 

Portunus 

Pudicitia 

Qiiirinus 

Remus 
Rhea Silvia 
Romulus 
Rumina 


Salus 

Sancus 

Saturn 

Sethlans 

Sibyl 

Sibylline Books 

Silvanus 

Sol 

Spes 

Strenia 

Summanus 

Tellus 

Terminus 

Terra 

Thalna 

Thesan 

Thurms 

Tina 

Tinia 

Trivia 

Turan 

Usil 

Vacuna 

Vanth 

Vedius 

Vejovis 

Venus 

Vertumnus 

Vesta 

Vestal 

Victoria 


342 



Voltumna 

Maan-Emo 

\’ulcan 

Mana 

Vulturnus 

Munu 

SLAVONIC 

Xav 

FIN’N’ISH 

Kum 

SIBERIAN 

Xumkympoi 

A gras 

Peko 

AhtO 

Pcrdoytus 

Ajysyt 

Perkunos 

Art-Toyon-Aga 

Pcrun 

Aspclcnic 

Piru 

Azer-ava 

Puke 

Bai-Ulgon 

Radegost 

Chuma 

Raj 

Domovoi 

Seidcs 

Dusdachtschish 

Shaman 

Ether 

Shamanism 

Suoyatar 

Haha 

Haltia 

Svantovit 

Hiisi 

Taara 

Tarhii 

Ilmater 

Tapio 

Jiimala 

Tengcris 

Junto 

Tuoni 

Jutas 

Ukko 

Kalma 

Ulutuycr*Ulu-Toyon 

Khutsau 

Undutar 

Korka-Murt 

Uni 

Lcmpo 

Utamo 

Lcschiy 

Viclona 
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Wainamoinen 

Wellamo 

Yaumau-Hadaku 

Yeman'gnycra 

Yryn-Ajy-Tojon 

Zemyna 

Zimarzia 

TEUTONIC 

CELTIC 

CYMRIC 

DRUIDIC 

GAELIC 

SCANDINAVIAN 

JEgir 

^sir 

Albiorix 

Alfadur 

Alfar 

Alfhcim 

Alp 

Angrbodha 

Angus 

Aningahk 

Annwn 

Arawn 

Arduina 

As 

As® 

Asgard 

Ask 

Audhumla 


Avalon 

Badb 

Baldr 

Baldur 

Balor 

Banshee 

Be'al 

Belenus 

Belisama 

Benshie 

Berserker 

Bifrost 

Bragi 

Brigbit 

Brownie 

Buddud 

Buri 

Camulus 

Ceridwcn 

Coel 

Cromin Cruach 

Dagda 

Danu 

Diancccht 

Don 

Donar 

Dwarfs 

Dylan 

Eastre 

Eddas 

Eir 
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Elatha 

Elli 

Elves 

Embla 

Epona 

Esus 

Fafnir 

Fenris 

Fomorians 

Forseti 

Foseta 

Frey 

Freya 

Freyr 

Frig? 

Frigga 

Gcrda 

Gcrthr 

Gladshcim 

Gna 

Govannon 

Gwynn 

Hadu 

llaha 

Mavgan 

Ilcimdal 

Hel 

Hela 

Hcrmensu! 

Hcrtha 

Hcsus 


Hodur 

Hoentr 

Holda 

Hothr 

Hu 

Hymir 

Iduna 

Inua 

Irminsul 

Ithunn 

Jotunn 

Jotunnheim 

Ked 

Kelpie 

Kobold 

Lcr 

Lif 

Lifthrastr 

Lina 

Llud 

Llyr 

Lodur 

Loki 

Ludd 

Lug 

Lugh 

Lugus 

Lutin 

Mab 

Manawyddan 

&fcdb 
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Mider 

Midgard 

Mimir 

Woccus 

Morrigu 

Mullo 

Muspcllsheim 

Nanna 

Nantosvelta 

Nehalennia 

Ner 

Nerthus 

Niblungs 

Nickar 

Nidhogge 

Niflheim 

Nine Worlds 

Nix 

Njord 

Njorth 

Noma 

Norns 

Nuada 

Nudd 

Odin 

Ogma 

Ostara 

Perchta 

Phooka 

Pilwiz 

Pixy 


Pryderi 

Pw-yll 

Ragnarok 

Ran 

Rhiannon 

Saga 

Sedna 

Sid 

Skuld 

Sprite 

Sulis 

Surtur 

Svartalfaheim 

Taranis 

Tegid-Vohel 

Tethra 

Teutates 

Thor 

Tiwaz 

Torngarsuk 

Troll 

Tuatha De Danann 

Tung Ak 

Tyr 

Ullr 

Urdur 

Urth 

Utgard 

Utgard-Loki 

Valhalla 

Vali 


346 



Valkyrie 

Vithar 

Vanahcim 

Voluspa 

Vanir 

Ve 

Vcrthandi 

Wade 

Woden 

Vidar 

Yggdrasill 

V'idur 

Ymir 

Vili 

Ziza 
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